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FBI 

Date: 1/17/68 



Transmit the following in 
ATRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



Via 



(Priority) 



" V** 



,v-,rv;-.v.Ti!t.-.,, 







TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) / 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (RUC) 

SUBJECT:- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL; 
IS - C 

00 KNOXVILLE 

Enclosed herewith f&r the Bureau and Knox vi lie is 
one copy each of opinion of USDC WILLIAM E. MILLER dated 1/11/68 
regarding Tennessee General Assembly investigation o^the *&7c\~ 
Highlander Educational Research, Cen 

Enclosed opinion was-jttaTR avai lable by BRANDON I£WI^ 
Clerk, USDC, Na shville, Tenn. t /on 1/16/ 68, who ma de cop y ,>c7< 
available to SA 

It is noted that the' opinion fn part denies the 
plaintiff f s request that the court take steps to have a 
3-judge court constituted and convened, sustains the defendant's 
motion to dismiss the complaint insofar as it challenges the 
validity of Tennessee Code, Sections 3-301 through 3-325, 
and enjoins a number of the defendants until further orders 
of the court from proceeding or acting further under the terms 
and provisions of joint house resolution No. 14. 

The above information s being furnished the Bureau/? 

of their respective files. '^7 | 



and Knoxville for the completi 

<3}- Bureau (Enc. 1TO 
_Jt_~-Kaexrirlle (Enc. 1) ( 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

I — I Deleted under exemption(s) . . with no segregable 

material available for release to vou. 



Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) . 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Kage(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



k. ucwsuri of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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May 12, 1968 



F. B. I- 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

Can you tell me if the Highlander Folk School, late of 
Mouteagle, Tenn. & now located in Knoxville Term, and run by one Miles 
or Myles Horton, is on the F. B. I. subservise list? Thank you very much. 
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Your letter of 



12th has been received. 



In response to your Inquiry, this Bureau has no 
list such as you mentioned. Further, Information contained in 
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice, I regret I am unable 
to furnish the data you are seeking. 



WAILED 9 
COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove* 
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May 16 - 68 

Gentlemen, 

Please inform me of what information you 
have on the Highlander Folk School located in Monteagle, 
Tenn. U.S.A. 

I am curious as to the real nature of this 
School which seems questionable to say the least. 
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May 22, 1968 
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Your letter 



been received. 
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COMM-FBI 



In response to your Inquiry, although I would like 
vO be of assistance, information contained in our files must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data 
you are seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove/ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. D. C. 



De»r Mr, Hoover: 



o 



I have been told the H ighlander Fol k School, in Monteagle, 
Trnnessee. at one time was ©crated by certain communist 
elements, and for that reason the school was closed down 
by act of the state of Tennessee and its legislature. 

Will you please tell me whether or not this school was 
actually closed down because of the school's subversive 
nature. Please also tell ne if this is the same school 
where the song, "We Shall Overcon.e ,; was written or spawned. 



Thank you very much. 



Be soect fully yours, 
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I received a copy of your letter on July 2nd. 

In response to your Inquiry, while I would like to 
be of assistance, information in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. 1 regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seeking, 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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September 2, 1968 




#£- 



J« Edgar Hoover , Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D* C. 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



si- 



Before I get to my questions, let me take this opportunity to 
thank you and your personel for the service you render to this nation* 

I am enclosing a copy of a picture and a statement concerning Dr* 
Martin Luther King* is a concerned citizen I feel that this type of 
information should be verified as true — or refuted if false* I hope 
you can help me do one or the other. 

May I have the answers to the following questions: 

J 1. Did a person by the name of Karl Prussion operate as a counter- 
' spy for the FBI from 19li7 to i960? 

O 



J 2. Was the Highlander Fo^ k School abolished by the State of Ten- 
* nessee because it was a subversive organization? 

I 3. 



organization? 
Is the following statement by Karl Prussion accurate? 



a 



i\ 



n l hereby also state that Martin Luther King has either been 
a member of, or wittingly has accepted support from, over 60 
Communist fronts, individuals, and/or organizations which give 
aid to or espouse Communist causes .* 

May I request any other information concerning Communist subversion 
that you are free to give to the public. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING.... AT 
COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 




The obove picture was modt by on •mployce of the Stote of Georgia, or the Highlander 
F olk School in Monteaqle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo* 
g^TpKVr was sen? re the HigMmder Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Ed jcatto** 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the Stote of Ton* 
nessee at a later dote because tt was charged with being a subversive organization. 

Those numbered in the picture are; 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
rVwtsion. o counterspy for the FBI for rventy-tv© years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organisations — more than any Communist in Hie 
United Stotes. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. ^ > 

1 Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. /. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tram- 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteogle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." 
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September 10, 1968 
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Xn reply to the JiKjuiry in your letter of September 2nd, 
with enclosure, concerning thfc jflghjand er Folk School, information 
in our files must be malntalnedlis^c^5^B&rtnTic55rdance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. X regret I am unable to 
furnish the data you are seeking. 

I can tell yon that Karl Prussian assisted this Bureau 
by furnishing information on subversive activities from November, 
1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated; however, 
he was not a Special Agent* Ms personal ventures, his opinions and 
statements are strictly his own and the FBI is not in a position to 
comment on these in any way whatsoever* 

1 am enclosing literature on the general topic of commu- 
nism which I trust will be of assistance to you. 
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COMM-Ffif 



Sincerely yours* 

J. Eds* Hoor» ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^Ski^LBYSPSi 
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Enclosures (3) 

Communism and The Knowledge To Combat It I 
Do You Really Understand Communism? 
One Nation's Response to Communism^ ? <?^ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. His enclosure 
was a page from The Augusta Courier with photograph of Martin Luther 
King and others reportedly at Highlander Folk School in Mont eagle, 
Tennessee. This page, photograph and individuals contained therein 
are well known to the Bureau. 
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March 25, 7970 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director - federal Bureau of Investigation 

Wasg hing ton, P.P. 

dear Ma.. Hoovca, 

T con inclosing a 'copy* o& a picture oi Martin Luther King 
photographed by an employee, of the State, oi Georgia at the^Hlchland er Folk 
Schools I need a verification of this picture. Is this connect? Has King 
been known to associate with these individual*? Was he duped , pink or led? 
It Is most urgent for me to receive this information. 



\o, i am wterested because our priest In 

sermon last Sunday sold, "Voes anyone have the gate, to spend $5,00 to see 
the movie, 'Martin Luther King'?" 

Jf your answers are negative to my questions, I'll trawl 
into a hole and shut up. 

Vour reply will be appreciated and please make It fast. 

Thank You! 

yours truly, 




P.5. I have the original picture as published in the 'Councilor' f $hreveport, 
Louisiana, this is a photo copy. 



\! 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i* 
DATE msk BY ZVZti 

Sir l/ ~ g ' n 



*+ APR 6 T970 



CORBESPO. 




IARTIN LUTHER KING.. .AT 
OMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 




above picture waa made by an employee 
jia, at the Highlander Folk School in Mo*tea*)e, 
ee, during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The 
tpher waa sent to the Highlander Folk School h> 
>i'gttk l> MPQission on- Education. The Highlander 
hool was abolished hy an Act of the legislature of 
e of Tei»«!**sce at a lufer date be<au>*e it was charged 
iruj a subversive organization. 

ae numbered In the picture are: 

«TL\ LUTHER KING, JR. 

iER W. BERRY, a member of the Central Com- 

ee of the Communist Party, 

IREY WILLIAMS, President of the Southern Con- 
ic^ Education Fund, far., a fellow-traveling organi- 
«, and, 

ES HORTON, director of the Highlander Folk 

for f nntmnnfot Treiininfr Motiteaeie. Tenni^**?* 



Pruasion. a former F.B.I counter**))", has this to 
my about Martin Luther King,. Jr.: n * .'*&*.*- -**■"■ 

L — ■ 

"... I further do solemnly swear and attest that. . . . 
one Rev. Martin Luther King was always set forth as the 
individual to whom Communists should look and. rally 
around in the Communist struggle on the many racial issues. 

". . . I hereby also state that Martin Luther King has 
either been a member of, or wittingly has accepted support 
from Communist fronts, individuals, and/or organizations 
which give aid to or espouse Communist causes, numbering 
over 60." 

White openly preaching non-violence in Chicago this 
summer, Martin Luther King and his agents have been 
actively organizing Negro bands and planning violence. His 
purpose is to gather a million dollars a year from the suckers 
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Tour letter, with enclosure, was received on 



March 30th. In response to your Inquiries, Information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu- 
lations of the Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of 
assistance to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
i****** ^REiN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE^2|r/gj_BY gja 




NOTE: 




Enclosed is a copy of a leaflet concerning 
te alleged attendance of Martin Luther King at the Highlander Folk School 
in 1957. This school and Karl Prussian are well -known to the Bureau. 
We have received citizens inquiries concerning the enclosed photograph 
and leaflet in the past. 

i i 

#- r " 

wm (3) 





eLL.P--b'HV'OJHr- hCuk 



GrT^PR l A 3 p 19?fr ti ; e tj w^ 




py 



* A Form Dj-150 
i' V (E<i 4-26-6\t 



"UNITED STATES i ERNME^T 

'Aiernordiidum 



( j Department of justice 



,.;".;;. i-V- 






A 




\) 



to : 

FROM 

subject: 



L. Patrick Gray, III 

Acting Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

A. William Olson 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

Correspondence from 



date: August 21, 1972 



Jbni^ 



1 Enclosed for action deemed appropriate is a copy of 

/ / a letter to the Attorney General received from 

- 
/ l/j^nc^ P an( ^ a copy our reply 
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August 3, 1972 
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..OWT.-OF JUSTICE 



attorney General Hichard ^. Kleindienst 

*J~ shington 

district of Columbia 20530 
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i-cr-r Sir: 

I am trying to find out some information, about the 
"Highlanders" who Jive in our co~7."nlty *n Nevr Knrlcet, 
1'"T.rc*sfp;. <t-ii ere is a school locate] on the hi -h- 
l^ndera property which is supposed to be for Appalachian 
vr.d-rprl vilegei children: however, none of the children 
from the surrounding communities attend. • 

It is rumored tint they are a communist organization. 

?t. rile riorton owns the property and Kr. *'illi&n* 3* 
Ludwic- is head of the school, the head of which is 
continually guarded »nd only certain cars are 
O lowed in the area. 

The F.B.I, suggested that I contact you for this 
information as they could not devulge any information. 
I would greatly appreciate any information concerning 
the "Highlanders", the school they run, or ?>ny other 
irf rrrntion you t"i£,ht be able to supply ne wi w £h in 
- ".'. £ -iMtter. 

Yrur prompt attention will be 5??* ■*'.-ly ~.pprrciated • 
T^ank you for your time ?.**■-* cooperation. 



-5 



S^^»-:_^j. 1 v yours, 




•nCTTRT? ff^RNAI, SECURITY 2>*k_ 



f T»W> ' -■■ ■■■: •*, x 






AUG 7 



72 



vrv-rrtT 




. ,. ■ .».,' ,:>._>- \~.--i. ■.::. .•■•■ T ^^..-. v - •-. <%. 



fi^lMMi'Oi iat-^.*'^— 



© 






W 






UlWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 
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Dear 



This is in response to your recent letter to 
Attorney General Kleindienst wherein you requested 

information concerning an organization known as 
"Highlanders." 

In furnishing information from its files, if any 
is available, the Department of Justice is limited by 
1&> to servicing the Executive departments and agencies 
of the Fneloral Government in the exercise of official 
functions. T^c only authority by which the Department 
may characterize ^r^onizations is pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, as amended, in connection with the Federal 
Personnel Security Program. The list of organizations 
designated thereunder is currently in the process of 
being revised and updated and, consequently, is not 
currently available within the Department for public 
distribution. I can inform you, however, that the 
organization mentioned above does not appear on this 
list. 

A copy of your letter is being furnished to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for action it may deem 

appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

A. WILLIAM OLSON 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 



By: 



THOMAS E. MARUM 
Special Assistant 
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7511 captioned, "Highlander Folk 
} iti-u," 'disclosed that this institution, vhich in the past has 
ctcd classes in labor organization, economics, and the general 
of labor education, has for years been the object of public scorn 
.-..1 allegations that it is Pro-Ccmmuni3t # FBI inquiries based 
one allegations ware terminated 2/27/51 by the late J. Edgar Hoover 
:. ,--red that no further contacts whatsoever were to bo made at the 
"* , This action t?as based on a letter to Hoover from the American 

v«?v*rties Union dated 2/14/51, in which it vas alleged that the 
as "recently conduct ins an inquiry into the Highlander Folk School 
ently on the grounds that interracial education is somehow 
rsive." Oar inquiries prior to the contact ban determined that 
■j boo! had had Coirsunist Party members on its staff as instructors 
tid v;e loomed Communist Party members as students, but there was 
ie'enee that tjio school \*as Communist dominated. The organization 



v.-as never 



/ 




ayiJer 10 





Cho 



ol 



Sccfioyi q of II Seen o n s 



U-7SII 



-' '.\V 




'..ALddj ii*J.trii,*irt;i-7i, 



3 



... -A, 

. sy-1? 



f- 



^" 



/" 



|i 



oik 







Admit 



'drody pn ^mericci 

Mrs. Myles Vlorton Acknowledges 'Song' 

Printed, Distributed by School; Words 

f' Written By Former OfficiaJ -_;? * 

;'' I SEWANEE, Tenn.; Nov. 13.— Off idals »f the Highlander] 
Folk School at a conference here last night acknowledged! 
•responsibility ior tlje use of a parody on "My Country Tis of 
Thee," which appeared" in a pamphlet of worker's' songs 
"tributed by the school in 1938. J >; • -■*.-.-■- ..: 

"Title of the parody is "Myfokmtry Tis 'of Thee,** an 
the words were written b'v J^orftEwesj: . who formerly was 
sociated with the school, ; 
, The words, taken from the affi 
>cial publication of the ochooV fn\-\ 
•^ w: ■■ m. ;,■-:-; vi- - 

i Ify country 'tit of thee K ' \. ;_* ' 

Land of mass misery^ ' H ^' 
* Of this 1 fling. » -,:I -^i£ v-T , 
I Land tvhefe the worker* toil, 

And bosses reap their spoil, -^ 
Where children starve arid freeze 

' From Fall to Spring. ..■■<-: 

JMy native; country the*. . t Kl> 
•Qur fathers .fought tojfae ' ■ •* 
.You from a king. ■ ■,?/'*/ <\ 
And in their $tep$ toe tread, v 
Fighting 4or mmUand bread, ^ 
Worker i, lift up your head- 
Let freedom ring! ^ 
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sf The song was introduced 
/y Ki|by . 'secretary of the 
f . ^ounty 
Horton 




Crusader s, and Mrs. My_ 
_ acknowledged that it wash 
tainted at the schooL 1W» nag ap- 
pears with a list of workers' songs ] 
dn the fourth series, 1838, price 5 
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LABOR SCHOO 
ASKED TO MOVE — 

■ ' • i 
Grundy County Group Says | 

Teachings Subversive 

By VaSt«4 Trtmt 

TBACY CTTT, Tenn., Nov. 13.— 

pai5 a » gWwiHJ g^gPll5 -B^ Qfil-ft la- 
bor school wwcn recently received 

■..contribution from M rs. Frankli n 

D.^ Roosevelt— -faced «teman8s""*RP 

^1 *&£ i LJ n ' 0Vt froTn A figafly, 

k^ijnt^Hj?rThe grounds] that It* 
fttf?Kmgs are "subversive]." 
I jThe demands were made li 
njkht at a conference . of offici 





X 



■ 



the school with leaders of 
"Grundy County Crusaders," whi 
was organised earlier in the eve- 
ning for the purpose of "driving" 
the scbopl from the county." 

Jffnrirrfifin. - Tracy City] 

nker 'And chairman of the "Cru 
saders," charged that teachings • at 
the school were subversive. Offi- 
cials of the school, includingjamjgs, 
Dfimbrpwskl, its- head, countered 
with the offer to move if the "Cru- 
saders" could prove that "our 
teachings are subversive." 

Dombrowski said the objects of 
the Highlander School were to of-J 
fer a workers' education program, 
labor extension courses and com? 

munity help projects,- He said no* from the county, because "Grundy 
official connection, "only friendly County ' has received only adve 



relations," existed between High- 
lander and Commonwealth College 
' fc^Mena, Ark.^ another labor schooL 
jt-^emrtution was passed request 
ing the Highlander School to move 




publicity" since the school's este 
lishment and because "no beneflj 
only harmful reactions," have eoij 
from the school since it was est 
Hshed eeverml years ago. 
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'Crusaders' Renew-- 



, Mr. Lodd.. 
Mr. Egan . 
Mr. C'avin 
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Folk School Ffght 

Kilby Predicts Citizens' Group Soon to 

Launch New Moves in Effort to 

Force Highlanders Out 

By JAMES D. PRATHER 

New developments in the campaign of the Grundy County 
Crusaders to force the_Hi£hlan der Folk School to l eave the 
county are expected soon, crfTKiiby, secretary of the organ- 
ization, said yesterday. 

Mr. Kilby stated he was not authorized to reveal the na- 
ture of the plans under way, but he added the "Crusaders are 
working night and day." He pointed out Folk School authori- 
ties have not made clear their work, although they have been 
given ample opportunity to do so. - , i 

~ ""™ — yft The "Crusaders* formed an or- 

> g&nization at Tracy City last week 
. and adopted the slogan, "No ism 
L but Americanism.'* A. I* Hender- 
[■ son, Tracy City banker, was elected 
president of the group. About 150 
Grundy County citizens, including 
representatives of practically every 
organization in the county, attended 
the organization meeting. 

L When the "Crusaders" organized, 
a committee of seven was appointed 
j. to confer with a committee from 
i the Folk School in an effort to iron 
» out their problems. The conference 
. was held at Sewanee. on neutral 
; ground, and many problems arising 
■- between the two groups were dis- 
cussed, but no definite action was 
taken. The "Crusaders" averred 
the Folk School officials "evaded" 
their questions when enumerating 
the activities of the school. 
It CRUSADE REASONS 
According to Mr. Henderson and 
Mr. Kilby, the "Crusaders" desire 
that the school be moved from 
Grundy County because: 
—I. J he ^ chool is ''charged •With I8ff 
tering and advocating "un-Ameri- 



let," and stirring 



k_- 



(A 



.1 



<A 



<\ 



frm ae4i<Ptti. 
bor agitation,' . 

2. The school is accused of teachf 
ing "Communistic principles.*' 
School authorities denied this accu- 
sation. Dr. Dombrowski, school 
head, said if the Cornmunistic 
charge "could be proved the school 
would leave" 

S. The school teaches its students 
to sing a parody on "America"— 
"My Country Tis of Thee"— which 
says the United States is "a land 
of misery." ■ -' 

4. No benefits have come to Gru» 
dy County since the school was or- 
ganized in 1833. 

5. A Chattanooga manufacturing 
plant, which had planned to locate 
near Monteagle, changed its plans 
when it learned the new plant ai'te 
would be near the school. 

6. A moving picture, "People of 
the Cumberlands," was distributed 
which depicted the worst side of 
Grundy County. It was stated that 
the worst shacks and the worst 
living condtions in the county were 
featured, and that the photogra-' 

jjphers saw fit to leave out of the 
film every modern home and every 
worthwhile activity of "the people' 
of Grundy County. 

7. -Grundy County youths are 
denied jobs outside of the county 
when the employer finds out they 
live in the vicinity of the Folk 
School. 

8. The school stirred up flabor 
agitation" in Grundy County, and 
sponsored a "sit-down strike of 
WPA workers." 

9. Grundy County has received 
"bad publicity" because of the lo-k 
cation of the school In the county. 

10. Plays produced at the school 
are not- "conducive" to harmony 
between workers and employers. 

In the opinion of Mr. Henderson 
and Mr. Kilby, none of these items 
were satisfactorily answered by Dr. 
Dombrowski, Myles Horton, educa- 
tional director of the school and 
labor organizer; Mrs. Myles Horton, 
j musical director; Dr. MJlan John- 
son, founder and member of the 
•wihuui'sp 1 board, and R ov Reyno lds. 
iof Chattanooga, memWf of the 
I school's executive council. - * 
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CHARGE COMMUNIST TrB-UP^I 

Ww P ohr School leaders pointed 
out the school is limply iT" i tuui I 
school" but the "Crusaders" are not 
content with this answer, "We do 
not object to a labor school," Mr.j 
Henderson stated last week. "We 
believe they (the school authori- 
ties) are closely associated with 
Communist organizations ud 
teachings." 

Dr. Drombrowski declared at the 
Sewanee conference that the Folk 
School at present is the only tabor, 
school of its type in the United 
States. He said Commonwealth Col- 
lege in ArkansaSr a former 'Tabor 
school," had been disbanded, and 
that a similar school in the East 
had folded up. 

Dr. Dombrowski has pointed out 
that some of the people in the com- 
munity desire the school to bt re- 
tained. He said a petition was be- 
ing circulated for signature*. He 
also offered to move the school if 
charges could be substantiated that 
the school is a "detriment.'' it It 
is "un-American,** and if it Ja "ille- 
gitimate." He said, however, that 
he wanted "proof' to substantiate, 
any charge. ' 

The school head said the major 
work of the school is its activities 
in connection with labor. "This is 
a new service for industrial work- 
ers," he maintained. "It is a serv- 
ice designed to help workers func- 
tion more intelligently in their un- 
ions." Labor history and econom- 
ics are taught students who en- 
roll, he added. Collective bargain- 
ing also is one of the subjects 
taught 

Dr. Dombrowski said students 
come to the school from many 
states- He added that an exchange 
student had enrolled from Max!* 
co. Students are given six-week 
courses. "We have the help in 
these six- week courses of not only 
members of our staff, but outstand- 
ing labor leaders." Dr. Dombrow- 
ski said the school has the "official, 
indorsement" of labor. Many labor! 
groups have come to the de fense o f 
Uj£_Xchfi«i, ^ e asserted. #■ ' - 

"Our complete program" STtome* 



/ 



that of a settlement 



{£* 



what like 

house tra nsferred to the country^ 
DonToTTTwski continued. «■!*• dif- 
ference is that changes are made) 
to* suit the needs of the commu- 
nity." He added: /< 

"We have done a lot of things of 
a cultural nature, but our main ef- 
fort is to try to raise living stand- 
ards. We have not been very suc- 
cessful.^ We will admit that we 
need your help." 

The nursery school, which give* 
assistance to about 13 children, and 
; quilting, berry picking, canning 
a nd pottin g activities were cited 
at ilium "of the accompUflllhisitUi 
the school in the community. -| 

CITIZENS* STATEMENTS 

ere *re some unsolicited ■ 
ts, from well-known people 
In the vicinity of the ach 
who desire that it be moved: 

E. W. Cheeck, Tracy City, retail 
j druggist: .... 

•The people of the county ire 
efinitely opposed to the Folk 

hool, and we think it* influence 
s bad. Boys from our county have 

en refused Jobs elsewhere be- 

use employers think they are 
abor agitators. We were denied • 
fehirt factory because of the bad 
publicity given the county in con- 
nection with the school. The Ichool 
U bad morally and to every other 
way. I think Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt put money In the school 
through ignorance. I think that is 
the kindest thing I can aay about 
Mrs. Roosevelt.' 

Mrs. J. J, Lasater, Monteagle 
restaurant " owner: . . 

"I want the school and the peo- ' 
pie who are connected with Jt 
moved back where they came 
from." 

W. H. Cor, Palmer, president of » 
Local 5,881, United Mine Workers? 
fof America: .. 

"I just don't believe the Folk 
School should be allowed to stay 
in Grundy County, or any other 
county. They should be driven back 
to where they came from. I don't 
think they have ever done any- 
thing that was any good for Grun- 
'dy County. The schoop has been a 
disadvantage to the county ever 
since it came The school has driv- 
en' business from the county that 
we would have gotten." - . 

Horace Moore, Palmer, member 
of the' United Mine Workers, ed,, 
America: *" 

"The Folk School has been a sore 
spot in my "mind for a long time., 
I think the school is un-American/* 
! No future conferences be tween 
_ ders" and «tfce— Tolk 

ool heads have been announced.' 
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Hu&Listed as a Sponsor^ 



for 'Folk School' Benefit 

? ... - — . — * 

Mrs. Roosevelt and Others Prominent in New Deal Aid Insti- 
: tution Which Tennessee Group Opposes. 

By JOHN T. MOUTOUX, News-Sentinel Staf Correspondent 
' * • ^ SHm ?TON, Nov. 29-Secretary of State and Mrs. Cor- 
dell Hull are listed among the sponsors of a benefit to be given! 
here the night of Dec 6. for the Highlander Folk School off 
Monteagle, Term. ' .-'...* ■ '■ ' " I 

The movement here to aid the Tennessee "labor school"' 
Is in striking contrast with the effort of a Tennessee group to, 
driye the school out of Grundy County. 

Other ■ponsora of the benefit In- 
•lude: 

Mrs. Fran Win D. poosevelt 
Supreme Court Justice and Jrfrg, 
Hugo L. Black. 

Secretary of the Interior and Mrs. 
Harold L. Ickea. 

Miss Harriet Elliott of the National 
Defense Commission. 

Sidney Hillman of the National De- 
fense Commfseion.' 

Leon Henderson of the National De- 
fense Commission. 

Dr. John Studebaker, head of the 
IJ. S. Bureati of Education. 

Federal Works Administrator John 
* Carmody. 

Former Governor and Mrs. Cifford 
Pin phot of Pennsylvania. 

Ren. Jerry Voorhis of California, 
manner of the Dies committe*. 

Rep. Lee Geyer of California, author 
of the bill to abolish the poll Ux. 

Rep. John Coffee of California, 
•taunch friend of the TVA. '•'■■' 

; Poet to Participate ■ 

A, chibald MacLeishJlibrarian of 
the I Library of Conglsses and a 
pota I poet, will readflone of his 
wor£s, "America Was* Promises." 

A ballad poem by Katherine 



Garrison Chapin will be sung by 
Louise Burge and the Washington 
Choral Society. Miss Chapin is the 
wife of Francis Bid die, solicitor- 
general of the "United States.' ■' "* r 
Mountain and workers' ballads 
and Negro and folk songs will be 
sung. 

Admission pricfes of $1.5(1 Aid 
$2.50 assure a ^onsiderablefeum 
wiU be raised for the Highlander i 
Schpol. j - | J 
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By JAMES D. PRATHER 

Representative Martin^Dies, of Texas, __^ 

i famed House committee investigating un-American activr 
twill be presented evidence in connection with the operation ( 
» of the ^Highlander Folk Schoo] at Monteagle when he comes.; 
here Dec. o to mane, an^address in Memorial Auditorium, The 
j News-Free Press learned from a reliable source this morning. 
The informant said members of the Grundy County Cru- 
[saders, an organization formed several weeks ago to work to- 
rd the removal -of the school from Tennessee, -were study- 
plans to present evidence they have obtained about the 
sinool to Representative pies. It is expected a committee 
fjom the Crusaders will -seek an appointment with Dies before, i 
his speaking engagement ' . r . ■■; ;'•■'"■ . ; ■ ~i 

f CRUSADERS CHARGE . *j 

The Crusaders have openly ac-^ 
cused the achool of teaching *nd * 
fostering comniunistio principles, 
but Dr. Jame*iPolfibrqwski chair- 
man ^STTKe^chooiTandother school 
officials have hotly denied the ac- 
cusations. Dr. Dombrowski stated 
at a conference held between a 
committee from the Crusaders and 
'committee from the school at Se- 
anee that Highlander would leave 
e state if it could be proved (fey 
e Crusadera the school is ctftj- 
unistic. I 

Dombrowski explained the sclftol 
is maintained as a "labor school," 
and that union men who attend 
Ere taught how 4o fe*U** 4**& srttte 
their employers. The Crusaders, oh 
the other hand, charge the school 
has prevented industry from mov-^ 
ing to the county and that the 1»M 
fluence of the school has prevent-1 
ed Grundy County youths from ob- 
taining Jobs elsewhere. Employers, 
the Crusaders allege, are of the J 
opinion youths who come from 
fGrundy County are "labor agita-| 
tors." .■■-'. ■.*-■ , ! 

The Crusaders fanned a flame that 
had been simmering for some time 
when they formed their organiza- 
tion at a mast meeting held to 
Tracy City. A mass march on the 
school had been planned, but this 
was abandoned. Instead, a confer- 
ence was held at Sewanee, with Dr.l 
Fleming James acting as an Impar-* 
tial chairman. The conference last 
ed four hours, but no definite plan 
was worked out by the groups. 

A. L. Henderson, president of 
the Crusaders, and C. H. Kilby, sec- 
retary, have gathered a great deal 
lof evidence al»ut the school, and 
some of this was revealed at HbS 
iwanee conference. They called 
lal attention to a *ong book 
Wished at the school which .-000$ 
ined a paradoy on "America." The, 
said In part thafr Mas rTa, 
of ' 
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MRS. FDR GIVEHT 
FOLK SCHOOL AGAIN 

Letter to Dombrowski Re- 1 
bukes Foes j May Visit. 



S|wrl«l TnThf Krw«-S#ntlM1 *' 

MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Feb. 8— 
James Dombrowski today said 
that Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
has sent Highlander Folk School 
another $100 scholarship. Her 
letter, a copy of which was head- 
ed "THE "WHITE HOUSE," was 
given by Dombrowski as follows: 
"My Dear Mr. Dombrowski: 
"I am sending you the same 
amount as I sent you lasf year as 
my contribution toward a scholar- 
ship in the Highlander Folk 
School. * " • 

'I have had the school checked 
by people in whom I have afcK 
solute confidence and am con- 
vinced that the newspaper attack 
and the groups which have been 
opposed to you are not opposed^ 
to you because of any communist 1 
activities, but because they are I 
opposed to labor organization and, I 
therefore, labor education. This* 
seems to me a roost unwise and 
short-sighted attitude and, there- 
fore, I am continuing my support, 
I hope this spring to come down 
to>aa tftr ^rhool myself " 
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Junior Order 
Denounces 
Folk School 

College Excorialed 
As 'Hotbed Of 
Communism' 

Resolutions condemning the 

fighlander Folk Srhnnl „f Sum : 
leriieiu, near Monteagle, as a 
"hotbed of Communism" were 
passed yesterday by delegates of 
the State Junior Order of Ameri- 
can Mechanics in annual conven- 
tion here. 

The group also passed an "all- 
out" aid to Britain resolution in- 
troduced during the afternoon 
session by C. H^Kjlby, Junior 
Order member arid secretary of 
thej. gt-undy County Crusade - 
movement which repeatedly has 
criticized Highlander Folk School 
He a 3so introduced the resolution 
against the school. ■ , 



i 
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-Kilby last night said he, had 
turned over complete data to FBI 
•gents and had given testimony 
before the Dies Committee at 
Washington, that the school was 
one of three in existence in the 
Fnited States today advocating the 
formation of a "Red form of 
government." 

"This school (Highlander) and 
others now located in isolated 
sections of North Carolina and 
New York are recruiting" students 
from the 13 Southeastern states "' 
and go under the guise of a labor. 14 
school," Kilby charged^' .' ™ 

Reports of the State Council and k 
standing committees were read at *•' 
yesterday's opening session at*. 
tended by 24 officers and national |* 
representatives, 68 members of the' 
State Council and 16 new members. fc 
ELECTION TODAY.. £ 

Officers are; -to be elected this | 
morning. '■ / , |[ 

The group yesterday pledged $85 -. 
lor the Tiffin Orphans Home at ' 
i Tiffin, Ohio, sponsored by the! 
[Junior Order. ,- * 

j Mayor Fred Allen^ Congressman 
■ John Jennings Jr. and Judge Alex 
'Bailey, of Lenoir City, were prin- 
cipal speakers yesterday. ." . . : ■ -*'_ 
Jaw wo' . W^ Zirkle, State tau n- 
cillor, will preside today. 
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cufcr-ro* blindn I^ : ^ 

NEWSPAPERS er nswspspsr people afflict- 
ed all at one* by the day-to-day inability 
to see or recognize a Communist, are In 
& state of midden blindness, fortunately it 
isn't contagious. As a matter of fact, It isn't 
even quite convincing. We recommend excreted 
tor It, 'Simple calisthenics which we shall call 
the <5et-Down-Your-October, lMft-Jllee-Aad- 
See-Wbat-You-Wrote-Tben ire*tta*ri(/? 

Lo, there were Communists then. T flyhlsn d- 
er Folk School wee the nucleus (these— WW 



1 (ILeeXj -et-communist enterprise, and the arti- 
cle* published were calculated to expose it as 
asuch. That wag during its stage of lncipiency. 
| Not yet was it being openly courted as a resort 
I of the political intelligentsia. Not yet was It 
j being patronized in more than clandestine 
* faahlon by the "liberals." Sidney Hillman had 
•till to effect his all-inclusive coalition, even- 
tuating in the scales of this present blindness. I 
The theory of the thing apparently is thai 
when one multiplies the Highlander outfit bJ 
tour or five— mixes it with the Southern £oi*l 
fe recce for Human Welfare, the PAC, the 
National Farmers Union, the FEPC— suddenly 
it Just ceases to exist for what it was; and, 
presto, the last taint .and vestige of Com- 
munism vanishes from the whole tUXt at 
x Tennessee! "->■ 

No, that professed blindness isn't conr 
JUgious. The record is there for anyone to see 
jpvhose eyes are not deliberately closed. Com- 
Tmunism has 'its agents in this state, for a cam- 
Jpaign which i* part of its overall effort to 

■ wrest from the people of the United Stites 

■ their own government Few are blind-Jmd 
even these can see if they will only look. 
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CIO students at folk school 
call for farmer-labor unityv 

MONTEAGLE, Tenn. — "Worker* *nd farmers ar« ulues • • «. 
The common people have ft common enemy , . , Big Buslnes*." ^ *-; 

These were, among the comments made by CIO students ft* 
they iummed.jp the highlights of the Third Annual Southern (30 
Term held n^Hlghlaiider Folk School. Monteagle, Tcnn., from May 



6 to June 2. 

Representing CIO workers In 
the oil, chemical, wood, textile, 
tobacco, rubber and laundry in- 
dustries, the students sent a vig- 
orous protest to president Tru- 
man against the union curbs he 
recommended to Congress. 

"We feel that the action you 
have taken is lining yourself up 
with big business and capital 
against labor. We consider this 
a betrayal of the late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's princi- 
ples and policies to which you 
! pledged your full support-** 

; These sentiment* were also 

voiced by Farmers Union, CIO 

and AFL representatives attend- 
' ing a farmer-labor conference 

held at Highlander Folk School 

during the CIO term. 

HomerTyCrabtree, secretary- 
, treasurer of the Tennessee Farm- 
>su ttn iap, told the delegates that Tennessee CIO-PAC d* 



much of the misunderstanding 
between organised labor groups 
and the farmers resulted from 
"monopoly interests," which wart 
able to keep these two groups di- 
vided by controlling the instru- 
ments of education and infor- 
mation. 

"Actually," he said, "the In- 
terest* of the two groups are 
the same. Farmers cannot sell 
their products unless the work- 
ers' wages are enough to buy 
them — and workers cannet keep,} 
their Jobs unless fanners snake i 
enough money to buy the prod- 
ucts Industry workers make," 

Techniques for carrying on «f-, 
f ective political ■ action in their 
local unions were^J»*ght the 
students by Josephl^Gaer, editor! 
of the CIO Political/ Action i 
pamphlets, and OrvanfencsJd, I 
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This Is a clipping from 
page ys-g f the 
Peoples World for 

Clipped at the Seat 
of Government 
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School Gives Courses-Promoting Race AmHy 



cDonald 




in 1932 by M, 
Tennessean, ami 
Georgia poet, 'is & 'hew kind of 
j school. It has do entrance require- 
ments, gives no credits or degrees, 
and tailors its courses to fit the 
needs of the students and their 
'problems. 

j For example, last year, after the 
.'.1*. Tean., race riots, the' 
school gave courses devoted to pro*' 
moting understanding and coopera- 
tion between Negroes and whites. 
The school regularly provides in- 
struction in labor, history, econom- 
ics, parliamentary law, labor-man- 
agement contracts, journalism and 
] folk music. 

j Horton and West from the very 
lue^inning decided that one of the 
[main things ailing the South was 
frapp hatred, and that the best way 
, lv ^.4»kc the South democratic was 
to train both Negroes and whites 
| to the and work together. They 
j were assisted in their early efforts 
jby Dr. Lillian W. Johnson, an ami- 
'able elderly lady from Memphis, 
, who donated 200 acres of land and 
.& leg cabin- 
Not long after the school opened 
j Zilphia, a girl from Arkansas, with 
| an accordion and a beautiful voice, 
j appeared. Myles and Zilphia were 
I married in three weeks. 
i "I think it was love at first 
{sight," said Zilphia, who has spent 
:rnost of her life collecting folk 
j songs as they are sung and played 
jby people In the hills. 

\Dijfieuhieg Licked : ^ 
'TJURING the thirties the school 
XJ had a rough time, in spite of 
: enthusiastic indorsements from dls- 
tirgY : rhed educators, such as John 
iDewev and Frank p. Graham, 



Carolina. 

Myles and Zilphia had to g© erat 
and raise money to keep things % e- 
nr . (They only charge f 50 a month, 
Including room, board and tuition.) 
■hit they never lost faith In their 
It*!, and today the school has a 
r^ord of training 20,060 South- 
erners for leadership In their com- 
munities. 




those In the city and the country. 
He gave as an example a Farmers 
Union dairy organization which is 
dealing directly with workers in a 
milk processing plant In Tennessee. 
In September Highlander School is 
holding another two-week course 
on soil conservation and farmer co- 
operatives. 

There is reason to believe that 
Highlander has made a great im- 
pression on .Negroes as well as 
whites. Recently a "Negro scout- 
master in Chattanooga, after talk- 
ing to Hyles Horton, said: 

"I'd like to bring my Boy Scout 
'roop up to Highlander just to show 
hem that such a thing does exist 
*nd that there are white Southern 
rs without prejudice. "We wouldn' 
other you any. We couldfcamr 
•it in the woods and just loJk int 

e windows once in awhie. . T 

cmld mean so much to ny boy; 
.vhile they're growing up." * 



phia was In Washington not),*" — 
g ago on a fund-raising expedi- dustrial 
tion and brought with her a c u w nuuu ft a j d each other., ' 
stringed Instrument called a "har- Sta g Expanded 



Photograph by WWUhMm ; 

to *unf er- 



"I looked for a harroonie for 
years," she said. "Finally I found 
one 'way back in the Tennessee 
mountains. An old man taught me 
to play it and gave it to me, mak- 
ing me promise to teach someone 
else how to play it. He said that 
playing the harmonie was becoming 
a lost art, and that no one in his 
community took any interest in it" 

Several years ago the school 
started giving courses on setting 



pRADUALLY the school has ex- 
*-* panded its staff, and now has 
seven regular teachers besides call- 
ing in specialists in various fields 
to give instruction. The school is 
gaining a national reputation. Stet- 
son Kennedy, author of "Southern 
Exposure," says it has tremendous 
influence in breaking down 
hatred in the South. 

This summer, courses were given 
at Highlander by James Patton, 



up farmer and consumer co d p us" MX ridcnt of the National Farmers 
tives. Attempts also were made to Umon; Aubrey Williams, pub 
break down the traditional city- - ^ — XT' — «,- — .-" — ■ ' 
country antagonism. Myles says w4 of Southern Farmer and J. C. 



PMfe cou „ . , , 

tue University of Northcjft never have, a functionin^ Aml8 .>."f ricultural 4 i -" e ? toro ' 
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democracy unless farmers lh-5^^-J**tton suggested that farmer- L 

wabor cooperation would help both J 
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E6I Stirs Trouble For 
Tennessee SchS 




ta T«» COMPASS 

Mrakaik, Tenau, March 11 
- ~fTtl mnU b*TC etuc her* 
to investigate the 



A ■ . 



I 



> investigate the progressive 

5JS53S p ^ ifc 53u£E mg. 



»y the tncatkms they have 
ashed araund EEB small e»m- 
■annltT" in the jiumbcrUnd 
Mountains, they have stirre3| 
n» the nrtt apyaitktn jn aver 
a decade to the InterraclaJisxn 



which the athaol ncagttecJT 



»J pUht th e FBI has ataod 

wmrgsoszss 



_««t It has iaferrorat^d the 



pe ople af the neighborhood , 

gW gharJtin^ qccsUon* related 
ia Communism and the JP.res- 



ence af" Kc gro students. 

- nrn^ni- u bow who— s^ui- 

b* what Neg ro es- attend eanfer- 
and gathering* at the school, 
fc*t takes place at eanfei-enrea, 
■list uIm plrnce after conferences, 
at ft peaple steep. 

>le who have always had 
ty» ; < 'uouots aoour m e school and 
jETtf ScTTcco!" non iW HUttlWl Mr*t 
nowi-TPcome cpnyjnx,fd, that Ihf 
>rJ ha-- secvt-t information tha : 




ANIMATED DISCISSION in a .U^room at the liich lander Folk 
eVhaot. 



"the school ^ both Communist and 
'Borne people wno nad 



grim oral 

IfaTned to .'accept" Ihft school new 



"nave a oa up. umy mat e s m? my *> 

'TnT'T ne'"rc/undsT fanning the antl- 
Neiro Biyjuoiiwi of a uunuei su+ 



i" Ryies-yHorton dirirtor of thr 
* school. ^s_he has no iflfa wh.pt 

j?h tw rs with qu es t ions linking 



» eYocs fcit'h uorom u n ism , 
±iut, he adds, "it has long been 
a matter of public record that they 
couJd catch us red-handed practic- 
ing racial democracy by a visit to 
the school." 

2 Agents Inspect 
School Activitiog 

f_**t December two FBI agents 
dkT^CJ^L^m HorToneT 
pratrtcd to them that Highlander 
it as established, to train demo- 
— ?♦«- !e«*-r*«y, »hat it Is co- 
operatively owned by the teaching 
staff and has no affiliation! 1 !, and 
that Its services are available to 
all labor, farm, religious and civic 
organizations working to expand 
democracy. 

He showed them the various 
school activities, which range from 
a nursery school, where the chil- 
dren/Af mountain folk see plumb-' 
r ,ing lor the first time in their 
hvee,*o courses in economics, pub- 
lic shaking, parliamentary law.J 



sent by trade unions and other 
groups. 

To point up what Highlander is 
trying: to do. Horton showed the 
visitors a press release of a speech 
of his condemning racial segrega- j 
tion and affirming the need for 



and his staff Is the community 
problem. They see attitudes bsrng 
shaped in the minds of the Peo- 
ple about them that can lead] to , 
trouble, even to violence. * t 

In the early thirties, when the * 

more trade unionism and farm j Highlander School was getting 

(started in Monteagle, a spate of 4 
wild talcs swept through the com- « 




co-operatives. 

"By broadening the scope of 
democracy to include everyone, 
and deepening the concept to in- 
clude every relationship," he had 
said, "the army of democracy 
would be so vast and so determined 
tha* nothing undemocratic could 
stand in its path." A 

One af the FBI i«»n. Hortaw 

saia later, cam mc i\t+4 that mi ffi 
SEUlh ernrr* thouiht »urh views 
VommunUlie. w ' And he leu 
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were 

flO BaUBt that he Ihought ihey 
-were right.' 



Horton 
AsslslAnt Director o 



H 



wrote Hugh 

flhe_raLto 

nna '6ur it in^ ygintr" - ^ ■■■*"* 
agents was 'th at of the FBI as a 

wflBlf, flegg Wrnl.» harlTthat thf 



frii never commented on ortan- 
iatTtftri.1;, »rtq|rtg ihftt the Juii 



acenu ha <i flfnted making ajv 
such statements as Hoi ton re - 
■torieq . 

ETVlej; o( y^hat he calls the 



"short memory of FBI agents. 



tfbrton has now written Attorney 
General McUralh lo ask if 



munity— tales about secret links 
with Moscow, about machine guns ' 
In the attic, about immoral prac-,. 
tlces in the dead of night. f 

As the local people got to know 
!»■•■ school, however, as they and | 
«%ir children benefitted from Its 
educational program or from indi- ^ 
vidual acts of kindness by staff." „ n - 

members, the fantasies of the early lmes ~ Heralcl 
years yielded slowly to expressions^ 
of good will or toleration. For the^ 
lejg, |past ten years there have been nofash. Post 
serious manifestations 0/ hostility • 
n the community. * 

But the ancient prejudices andtfastl. News 
passions die hard. Now they ar«i 
being endorsed— seemingly with 
authority—by representatives offfash. Star 
the U. 8. government. Now the pa-;^ 
Ucnt, uphill work of many years is 
in Jeopardy. 

Sponsors of the Highlander Folk • —laa m 
School include _Jojxir"Pewey, Jgj. r Ar* A-*} 



f/ I' 



Page 



O eneral McOtath to askif he 
l egai if ban re9ulrc rhi agents io 
pot their tnnftipna in «rTEna arid- 



,iic airafctng, pariuimentary law, a ne can com 
boater-making and dcama tics, at- >en gpjwtffi, 
Wed by youftr i««n arid {svp^eV But the real 



pur Their oue^iions in aril na_anr 
g he. can confine himself to wri t- 



problem for He 
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Highlander Nursery 
SAiool Open 

DAr Editor: ' 

4. J 1 ii. as . been called t0 »y atten- 
tion that one stat^ ^ is m i slAayt . 

tag in your Ann. &K M n1 y ggp 
5t£3 * * Pff f >gtg~^peared to" 



m ore fl i TTi miir tn V«J V ^ nancTn] 
support , f n r t h e zujisery^S , 

/ijFurserjr &hool Direc« 

VZ! H^and^rFolkSchoI 
Aronteagie, 'J^enxT. — 
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HIGHLANDER TOLD 
INTEuTOlONAIM 

Local Level Approach Best, 

Negro Educator Tells 

Workshop Group 

Special to The Chattanooga Timet 

MONTEAGLE, Term., Aug.' 24 
— The grass roots approach to 
meeting and solving the prob- 
lems of Integration was support- 
ed here today by Dr. F. T>. Pat- 
terson, former president of Tus- 
kegee Institute, speaking to one 
of the final sessionay^ an inte- 
gration workshop af-flighlander 
Folk School. 



e Negro educator .seemed to 
favor this system as opposed to 
any form of imposed or enforced 
methods. 

Publicity on many of the inci- 
dents in the South, he noted, has 
awakened the public to the need 
for improved relations. 

Dr. Patterson, ribw an official 
of the Phelps -Stoken Foundation, 
spoke during a session this morn- 
ing. The afternoon was devoted 
to a discussion of the integration 
program at West Virginia State 
College near Crawford. Formerly* 
a Negro college with a normal 
enrollment of 800 to 1,000, tin* 
school reportedly has a current 
enrollment of approximately 
1,500, about half of the student' 
body being white. Elijah Baker, 
a Negro student from the college, 
said the Integration program was 
proceeding without difficulty. 

The workshop will be conclud- 
ed tomorrow afternoon. Some 45 
to 50 persons from a half dozen 
Southern states have been par- 
ticipating, according to Myles 
Horton, direct or. Ahm t 25 are 
Negro and the remainder white, 
students. 
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-Why They 'Visited' Highlander— 



Last July a group of foreign visitors 
b^L. i^ urea by the State Department's 
International Cooperation Administra- 
te,- f.Trr...^ ,;p a f_ the disreputable High- 
lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn. 

Since the school has such an unsavory 
i .tjiuiion, its current director having 
L-Jtn called before the Senate Internal 
F- '■ nit.y Subcommittee and then having 
l-esn ejected because of his bad conduct, 
h 'omder having been described as a 
Communist and the institution standing 
for rich an extreme brand of leftism, a 
g.trat many people wondered why the 
fv-.k- Department was spending Ameri- 
can taxpayers' money to show off the 
Highlander Folk School to foreign vis-* 
itors. 

Th". News-Free Press asked the ques- 
;: .. .J.toiiilly. 

A local reader clipped the editorial, 
and sent it to a Mr. Lincoln White, act- 
ive, v, iC f of the State Department news 



"- Mn - u -> has now given a clear ex- 

r Sanation, and assurance that steps have 
.... -> ■ >. ■_ 

i.L INFORMATION CONTAINED,. . 
lEREih iS UNCLASSIFIED 

akJsLBY. 



been taken to prevent such* "slip up" 
in the future. 
Mr. White explained it this way: 
"This group was on an International 
Cooperation Administration - sponsored 
trip the itinerary of which did NOT in- 
clude the' Highlander Folk^Schoo l at 
Monteagle. However, one" mem oer of the 
group of visitors, a Netherlands techni- 
cia»»>j$xguested that the group make : '% 
brief visit to the school. The ICA leader 
of the group, unaware of the criticism 
that previously had been leveled at this 
school," agreed to the diversion and the 
group DID go there as stated in the 
Free Press editorial. 

"As a result of this incident the ICA 
[has reinforced ita instructions to the 
leaders of such groups as they go into 
the field on these trips that under no 
circumstances are they to alter the ap- 
proved itinerary for the trip without 
prior consultation with ICA headquar- 
I ters in Washington. This, we- are as- 
sured, will obviate future difficulties of 
this kind." ..., 
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Mm*Wtppi Senot-.ftr 

Reports on Studies 

By T. GRADY GALLANT 

"I'm in thorough agreement" 
with the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice action making donations to 
Highlander Folk School, Mont- 
eagle, Tenn., no longer deducti- 
ble items on federal income tax 
returns, Sen. James O. East- 
land, chairman of the Senate 
■ Internal Security Subcommit- 
told The News-Free Press to- 
day. 

The senator was contacted in 
Miseiseippi for comment on re- 
ported efforts by My lea Horton, 
president of the school, to get 
Highlander Folk School's ex- 
empt status reinstated. 

"The Highlander Folk School 
has been under study by our 
committee for aome time," the 1 ' 
Mississippi senator said. }"• 

Horton appeared before the* 
subcommittee, whilh was hold-j 
ing hearings mainly dealing' 
with the Southenf Conference 
Educational Funm, Inc., to 
March, 1954. • 

At this hearing, conducted by 
Sen. Eastland, Horton was 
tossed out when he refused to 
answer a question concerning! 
•Jamea Dombrowski, a former 
Highlander School staff mem- 
ber. 

* Horton reported at the time 
that the U.S. marshals who 
ousted him "tried to throw me 
down like a bag of meal," and 
that they twisted m> arm. 

C STATUS LOST 

Highlander lost its,- status 
with the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice effective Sept. 30, 1956.* The 
ruling letter to Horton was d'at-i 
ed Feb. 20, 1957. , . | 

His Btatus was both granted 
?" d J a ^ en aw »y "nder Section 
SOI (c)8 of the Internal Rev- 
enue Code, which reads: 

"^Twrations, ftnd com ^ ; 

mumty cheat, fund or founda-j 
tion organized and operated 
exclusively for religious, chari-I 
table, scientific, testing for' 
public safety, literary or educa- 1 
tjonal purpoaea, or fir* preven- 1 
tion, or cruelty to children or' 
animals, no part of the net 
ea rn i ng s ■ < which inurss to ths 
benefit of any private share- 
holder or individual, ^ mwi^ . 
tiaj part o" '" 



inuuence iegiaiation, and which 
does not participate in or in 
tervene (including the publish-; 
Jfl* or distribution of state-; 

said that the Folk School does 
not meet requirements outlined 
^apovt. , 

L-Mi?" brings m New Orle- 

^■ouch, now dead, who said he 1 
£*d been » member of the Ne- 
fcro commission of the central 
£ ommit *v e «rf the Communist 
(party, the agricultural commis- 
sion of the Communist party, a 
rn ember of the central comdnt- 
**ej of the Communfst pal ty 
andjTennessee district organ? er 
<* Ihe Communist party yA th 1 
"■Jquarteres in KnovUle. ' I 
Tfle foll owing exchange took!/ 



1 place under cross-examination 
' of Crouch about a meetinglat 
| Highlander Folk School. Croilch 
ianstared: I 

. "\th* meeting was at ffve 
j Highlander Folk School and 
1 present was Mr. Horton, Mr.- 
.James Dombrowski Ed McRea, 
; the Nashville organizer of the 
Communist party and member 
\ of the (Communlat) bureau, 
,and, later, my successor as Ten- 
i nessee organizer." . 

I . Crouch testified that this was 
| in 1940. In reference to this 
[meeting. Crouch testified: M l 
'■ stated that the Communist par- 
| ty was anxious to get the maxi- 
ijnum results from Highlander 
Folk School without endanger- 
j ing Mr. Horton, or anyone." 
' Burr then said: "The maxi- 
mum result. What kind of re- 
sult?" 

! "Crouch answered: - The re- 
sult* to which I referred were 
if It were to become public 
knowledge that the Highlander 
Folk School was cooperating 
too closely with the Communist 
[party and carrying on too much 
iopen propaganda that it would 
! endanger its funds and suwwrt 
[and the Communist party Hfcog- 
inifced that this would be htrrn- 
jful to the sch ool and to thefcar- 
ty. J!UWlVfcT the party did with 
to • utilize the school lor pur- 
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TESTIMONT : . 

rir ib *■>-**"* *"'jfhl1ii ' 

"It was the desire oiThe Com- 
munist party not to «?J»J* 
the school by any activity that 
would identify it too openly. wd 
at the same time that the Com- 
munist party wished to wort 
out a program of coordination 
whereb? revolutionary results 
1 would be obtained *»njth> 
sclfcol and agreements 11*** 
le on that point." I . 

is material was on the |ec- 
onf of the hearing in New|Or- 
'ileals. "_ 
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Charges Race 
Strife Plot, ^o 

' v Atlanta, Oct. 4 «Cah 
"undercover ■gent* for the 
Georgia Education Commis- 
sion, headed by Gov. Marvki 
Griffin, told v the Commission 
today that Southern Negro 
leaders have plotted "racial 
agitation." 

1* J ? tete P hl >tographer Edwin 
Fnend said a LaborJ)ay week- 
end meeting at the ?High Iand-i 
«X FftJK Sr-hnnl (interracial) L 
. at Monteagle, Tenn., was heldf 
: to discuss "methods and tac- 
k tics for precipitating racial 
, strife and disturbances.** 
4- : Griffin disclosed that he had 
; sent Friend to "infiltrate" .the 
[ meeting * r :.,.,' -. 

t T. V. Williams Jr., executive* 

. lecretary of the commission.f 

, said the Monteagle meeting' 

: was attended by Negro leaders "; 

: of the bus boycott at Tails- [l 

;■ hassee, Fla„ by the Rev. Mar-i 

[ tin Luther King Jr., who di" 

* rected the Negro bus boycott' 

at Montgomery, Ala., and by 

t alleged "merchant boycott' 

, leaders from Tuskegee, Ala. 

I Griffin said he called the 

commission Into session^ "so 

t that the people of Georgia will 

•know where aome of the 

South's racial trouble origi- 

■ nates and to learn facts that 

aire irrefutable." . " , . - 

, . WUliams said a number of 

persons whom State Attorney 

General Eugene Cook had 

labeled k having Communist 

a ffiliations also were present 

^TPTCHTeagle 
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Sj£jmjE>oth izers" a rein any — ¥ . >■ m ; ~ 

Red strength in U. 5. 
shouldn't be measured 
by card-carrying group 

BY EDWIN STRICKLAND, News staff writer 

Congressional committees investigating Communist 

Activities in America have repeatedly found that while 

■■■ --fd-carrying Communists in this coun- 

)fjU^J^o*J, the more numerous supporters of Red 

f ronts offer the real problem. 

Whether these supporters 
are innocent tools, used for 
purposes of communism, or' 
whether they knowingly' con- 
tribute their 
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talents and ef- 
forts, seem of 
little moment 
These eon- 
gressional 
findings have 
been support- 
ed from time to time by J.Ed- 
gar Hoover, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 

Hoover recently releasee! 
the information that there are 
only 17,360 actual members of 
the Communist Party in the 
United States. That is a drop 
of nearly 15 per cent from a 
year earlier. s< ' 

Hoover warned, however, 
that the party's strength should 
not be discounted on 'the basis 
of its decreasing membership. 

FIVE WEEKS AGO there 
gathered jrt the Highlander 
Folk School, in Monteagle, 
Tenn., a most interesting array 
of persons from several states 
for what "was announced as an 
integration workshop and sem- 
inar. " »-. * . 

Included among those in at- 
tendance were some who have 
long been labeled as Commu- i 
nist Party members— or lead- I 
ers — by competent congres- | 
; sional committees. ' 

But no less interesting were,i 
some of the other delegates I 

I whose names have long been 
associated with ultra liberal 
movements and Communist ! 
"fronts" for. many years? - 

The Georgia Commission on 

Education has just unleashed 

J blast at Highlander Folk 

■ Schnr.1 as ' a "C ommunist 

1 iQC*T" aining 5C " 00j " '" *^i 

L 1 rQ2'iy> 




THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS 
Birmingham, Alabama 
10/7/57 
Front Page 
Red Star Final 



a 



HIGHLANDER FOLK 
SCHOOL, Mo ntea gle, 
Tennes see ". 

is-^~c~ — h 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 
DATE r?fcffif,.BY^^m|^ 



. Jhfr comm ission, made up of-i 

i2o orTne"*ighest pt a caa vt n - 
icials in the state, based its i 
[findings upon information ob- ' 
tained by undercover agents ' 
lit employed to investigate the * 
'school. \ i » 

SIMULTANEOUSLY witbrf 
the Georgia investigation, Atty. ! 
Gen. John Patterson, of Ala-, ; 
bama, had agents at the schooL ) 

Of prime interest to Ala- * 
bama and to Patterson, were • 
the several Alabama people 
who were either photographed 
Turn to Page 6, C« 
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..Continued from Page 1 
•t'tfie workshop or are listed 
as holding official positions 
with the tchool. 
| Patterson's investigators list 
five persons from Alabama as 
being connected officially with 
the school on its executive 
board. They are Dr. Charles 
Qomilli«n, dean of students at 
Tuskegee Institute; Dr. Lewis. 
t f .v~ ;»'«.;>! Life Coun- 
cil, Tuskegee; J. E. Pierce, Ala- 
bama College at Montgomery; 
Rosa Parks, one of the leaders 
of the Montgomery bus boy- 
cott, and Aubrey Williams, a. 
Montgomery publisher. 

Williams it a white man,- 
v»ith an impressive list of as- 
sociations with libera! groups, 
some of which have been pfft- 
i;aiiy ceciared io be Commu- 
nal fiutitst i 

Other Alabama people tak- 

':■£ JM> -.'lil^'r L'arf ?i'i tho La- 
bor Day week-end workshop 
included Rev. Martin Luther 
> .iv, Montgomery bus boy- 
cott' leader, and Rev. Aber- 
nathy. stso a Mentgomery in- 
itiation leader. . 

ACCORDING TO the ffnd- 
J:,..>s of the Georgia Commis- 
sion on Education, Rev. King, 
who has won worldwide rec- 
ognition for direction of the 
Montgomery boycott, led a 
".Tiarch. on Washington" to 
protest segregation. Bayard 
Rustin, according to the com- 
mission's findings, helped Ifead. 
the march. 

Bayard Rustin was listed by 
tne Communist newspaper 
"Daily Worker" as having at- 
tended the 1957 convention of 
i>-n Crtrnmunist Party U. S. A. 
Ti'ic iferpfcblieation also iden- 



tified Rustin as secretary to 
Rev. Martin Luther King. 

Drr-Gomillion, who has led 
•the Tuskegee boycott of mer- 
chants in protest over .recent 
legislation considered 'by the 
Negro population in Tuskegee 
as restrictive, was photo- 
graphed at the workshop. 

The investigative group lilts < 
Dr. Gomillion as a signer of 
a protest statement against 
outlawing the Communist ; 
Party in America, end as be- 
ing active In the Negro Youth I 
Congress, which is listed as ; 
a Communist front by the j 
"Guide to Subversive Organi- 1 
rations and Publications," pub- f 
lished in 1957 by fb,e un-Amer- . 
ican activities committee of 
the U. S. House of Representa- 
tives. ~ - - ! ■ 

Dr. Gomillion, the Georgia 
commission charged, has lent 
his name and support to other 
similar groups. > 

^Neither Dr. Jones tlor Pierce 
was listed as present at the 
workshop, though they are list- 
ed as members of the school's 
executive board. 

NOW LETS TURN tj> the 
most interesting personality of 
them all. 'Aubrey Williams, 
publisher of a farm magazine 
in Montgomery, has denied 
before congressional Commit- 
tees that he is a Communist 
He was appointed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt as director of 
the National Youth Adminis- 
tration." He was also one of 
the early leaders of Highland- 
er Folk School. • - 

. His associations, often In 
role of leadership, to Conv 
munist fronts, is a long one 
and extends over a period of 

[20 4 years, 

The following is a Jist of or- 
ganizations with which he has 
been connected, which are on 
the government's official list 

•of Communist front organiza- 
tions; ' 

American Commi 1 1 e e for 
protection of Foreign Born, 
sponsor of conference, Octo- 
ber, 1949. 

. American Youth Congress, 

'speakfcr on two or .more occa- 
sions. ' >" »,_: 
XiidLBights Hon gr ess, soeak- 



\ £ommitt*e For Pe aceful Al- 
ternatives lo the Atlantic 1 Paul, 
member of executive board. 

Southern ^Conference for 
Human Welfare, speaker, 1988, 
speaker, 1940, signer of peti- 
tion, 1946, chairman of nomi- 
nating committee, 1946, signer 
of manifesto, 1947, member of. 
board of representatives, 1947. 

WILLIAMS' association with 
other "front-type" group's to- 

^American Crusade "To "Enfi 



r 



Lynching, signer of 

1$ "~ 



Appeal to Guard Civil. 
Hights, signer, listed in "Daily 
Worker," 1950. 

Brief Amicl Curiae for the 
Communist Party, signer, 1955. 

Southern Conference Edu- 
cation Fund, president 1948 un- 
til now. •*. 

Williams was also a sponsor 
of the W. E. B. DuBois Testi- 
monial Committee,- 1951. Du- 
Bois, an official of the Nation- 
al Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, i 
holds the record for the most 
associations with Communist 
front groups; i ■ 

WILLft\MS' other activities 
since 1938 include: 

Association of Internes and 
Medical Students, speaker, 
1950. 

Committee to End Sedition 
Laws, signer of statement, 1955. 

Commonwealth College, con- 
tributor, 1938. (Massachusetts 
Investigation of Communists.) 

Continuatiops Committee of 
the Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the 'Atlantic 
Pact, signer of letter, 1940, 
(reported In "Dally Worker" >. 
• "Mainstream," sponsor, 1947, 

Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace, sponsor, 1950. 

Mother Bloor Celebration 
Committee, sponsor. 

National Citizens Emergency 
Relief Committee to- Aid 
Strikers Families, member of 
national board, 1946. 

National Citizens Political 
Action Committee, member, 
1944. Also chairman of dinner 
committee, 1946. 

New York City Council of 
the American Youth Congress, 
speaker, 1938. 

Petition to Reconsider Prose- 
cutions Under the Smith Act, 
signer, 1955 . (reported in 
" flalfl W Qi ker"!. .«— • 



, j> rn g V f -<i*\vi> Citi zens of 1 
America, board of Bff'iKlUJits 
1947 (story in "Daily Worker"). 

Protest Meeting for Howard 
Fast, sponsor, 1947 (reported in 
"New Masses," officially iden- 
tified as Communist publica- 
tion).' -.''-. (-■ 

Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action, /member, 
1939. 

Workers Alliance (paid trib-, 
ute to). - 

Williams il also a former di- 
rector of Southern Regional 
Council, Inc., organized in At- 
lanta and now operating inter- 
racial councils in 12 Southern 
States, including! Alabama. 

The group was identified in 
testimony before a Louisiana 
legislative committee this year 
as "a Southern Red front." 

Nine of the current direc- 
tors of the organization were 
formerly . affiliated with the 
Southern Conference for Hu- 
man Welfare. 

OF THESOUTHERN Con- 
ference Education Fund, which 
Williams has headed since its 
beginning: the Senate internal 
security subcomraitee in 1955, 
said in part that it xs s "in- 
ititr lyS w-w l junct of the soutn- 
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em Conference for Human 

Welfare . " * "" " * 

."After the closure of the 
Southern Conference for Hu- 
man Welfare as a Communist 
Ifront, it began to wither and 
flwas finally dissolved, but the 
Iterti.tKpro Pnnferenee Educa- 

rionai Fund, Inc., continued." 
The Senate committee alio 
found that "The Southern Con- 
ference Education Fund, Inc., 
is operating with substantially 
the same^ leadership and pur- 
pose as Its predecessor organi- 
sation, the Southern Confer- 
ence for Human Welfare." 

u'ti. GOMiLLlON, of Tus- 
kegee, has served with the 
Southern Conference Educa- 
;■'.'■'. F-ind, and is one of eight 
Cerent directors of the South- 
ern Regional Council, Inc., 
who, have been so affiliated 
with the Southern Conference 
Edjcation Fund, according to 
"Firing Line," published by 
the National Americanism 
Commission, jThe American 
Legion. 

Despite 'his protestations, 
Williams was named in testi- 
mony before the Senate Com- 
mittee in 3954 as a member 
lof the Communist Party. 

The Highlander Folk School, 
current object of investigation 
by officials of both Alabama 
and Georgia, was brough't into 
testimony before the Senate 
sub-committee on internal se- 
curity in ,1954, by Paul Crouch, 
admitted top Communist Party 
functionary in the South be- 
fore renouncing the Rids, 

hi-ii Crouch: 

-!*.. ™ r hl:r.dcr Folk School 
is a school operated at Mont- 
eagle, Tenn., ostensibly as an 
independent labor school, but 
actually working in close co- 
operation .w ith the Communist 
Farfy. « — ■ ' ■ " 
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Communist influence 
sharpens in race row. 



BY EDWIN STRICKLAND 
News staff writer 

Is there any significance in 
*h*» fart t***: four of the lead- 
ers in recent Alabama racial 
incidents were much in evi- 
dence at. the Labor Day Week- 
end integration workshop at 
red-tinged Highlander Folk 
School? 

In yesterday's article it was 
pointed out that Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Rosa Parks and 
Rev. Abernathy, all leaders in 
use Montgomery bus boycott, 
and Dr. Charles Gomillion, 
dean of students at Tuskegee 
Institute and leader of the 
Tuskegee boycott, all took part 
in the three^day program at 
Monteaglt, Tenn. 



Who were some of their as- 
*ociate!> at the workshop? Let's 
look at a few along with their 
past performances. 

ABNER W. BERRY, a writer 

for the Communist "Daily 
Worker." and identified as a 
member of the Communist 
Central Committee. As such, 
be represents one of the pow- 
erful Negro Red leaders in the 
country. 

Berry reported the racially 
Integrated meeting in his col- 
umn in "The Daily Worker* 
on Sept. 10. 

In one photograph taken 
during the workshop by under- 
cover age jjts for Alabama 
.Altv Gen. John Patterson and 
jor the Georgia Commission 
on Education, Berry is shown 
in a study group with Rev. 
King, Aubrey Williams and 
Myies Honon, school director. 



ANOTHER personality at 
the school was Pete Seeger, 
a New York musician and list- 
ed by "'The Daily Worker" in 
1949 as a participant in the 
New York State Youth Board 
et the Communist Party. 

The mere presence at the 

seminar of two Communist < _ 

personalities such as Berry vLaV 

»nd Seeger would inticate that ^^ 

&n h t£?m@%fcgf 51957 
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.Before a congressjoniLXflia- 
rattee IT! fl>55, Heeger took the 
Fifth Amendnment when ques- 
tioned about his Communist 
Party membership. 

He has gotten probably as 
much mention in "The Daily 
Worker" as any of the coun- 
try's second - string Commie 
leaders , 

SINCE 194L Seeger has had 
■cores of associations and roles 
"with the Communist appartus 
in America. Few have been 
more active in so many Com- 
munist "fronts" and in behalf 
of the Communist Party itself. 

At the Highlander Folk 
School five weeks ago, Seeger 
was in his most* familar role 
as an entertainer. 

The following is a selected 
fist of his activities. The en- 
tire list of 66 known incidents 
would be too Jengthy to report 
here. Almost all of his activi- 
ties have been faithfully re- 
ported by "The Daily Worker.* 

ONCE DURING 1946, and 
three times during 1949, Seeger 
was listed as an entertainer 
and participant in activities of 
the Communist Party in New 
York: 

American Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born. 
.1949. 

American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief, 1946, 

American Folksay Group, 
1950. 

American-Soviet Music So-* 
ciety. 1947. 

American Youth Congress, 
1941. T 

irA eae w eap Youth for Democ- 
racy, 1946. 
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graokUm, ProfessJpJial'Com- 
mittee for Democratic Cbifla, 
1946. ^_ 

Camp Kinderland, 1947, 1948. 

Civil Rights Congress, 1949. 

Committee for a Cultural 
Salute to Paul Robeson, 1954. 

Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eastern Pob'ey, 1949. 

Committee for the First 
Amendment, 1947. 

Committee for the Negro in 
the Arts, 1949. 

Council on African Affairs, 
1946. 

Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee, 1957. 

Group for Japanese-Ameri- 

Jefferson School for Social 
Science, 1946-47-50-54. 

May Day, 1950. 

Metropolitan Music School, 
1954-55. 

National Council of the Arte, 
Sciences and Professions, 1949. 

Nature Friends of America, 
1950. 

New Drama, 1949. 

New Masses, 1946. 

People's Artists, 1946. 

People's '• Drama Theater, 
1330. 

People's Songs, 19 46.47, , 48, 
40 % ^ ^ 

-Progressive Citizen* of 
America, .1947. 

Progressive Party of Mas- 
sachusetts, 1949. 

School for Political Action 
Technique. 1946. 

Schroon Crest Camp, 1950. 

Sing Out; 1947. 

Stop Rankin Committee, 
1946. 

Swapping Song Fair, 1956. 

United Office and Profes- 
sional Workers of America, 
1949. 

Testimonial Concert "Bound 
for Glory" for Woodie Guthrie. 

Veterans Against Discrimi- 
nation of Civil Rights, 1946. 

Voice of Freedom Commit- 
tee 1949. 

West Chester Peekskill Com- 
mittee. 1950. 

Wingdale Lodge, 1955. 

**":. *>; Pr;c- Ccnftrence, 
1946. 

Young People** Record Club, 
3948. 

Young Progressives, 1948. 

FROM CHICAGO to attend 
the workshop wag John B. 
Thompson, ehaplain at the 
Rockfellow Chapel at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

Thompson's affiliations over 
the past two decades read like 
an index of organizations iden- 
tified as Communist fronts and 

'ptner groups listing the same 
yrrownM, 1° gene ral as the 

Jsed frost*. ,., ., 



Thfl m p 'g," has « *w a y « b$en 

found springing to the defense 
of the Communist Party and 
of R«di who run afoul of 
American laws. He has lent 
his name to petitions protest- 
ing the deportation of Harry 
Bridges, West Coast Commu- 
nist in the longshoremen's 
union. 

Thompson was also in the 
' forefront of a welcoming com- 
mittee in 1948 for the "Red 
-Dean of Canterbury," when 
the latter visited Chicago. 

AGAIN, IT WAS Thompson 
•who spoke out against the con- 
viction of 11 Communist lead- 
ers in 1949, and was quoted in 
the "Daily Worker." ■ 

He was a vice president of 
the deep crimson "Southern 
Conference for Human Wei- 

Thompson joined in the ef- 
fort to savt the atomic spies, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenburg, 
from the death sentence im- 
posed in 1952. ' 

Other affiliations • inclu de 
dozens of organizations offi- 
cially listed as Communist 
dominated. . . 

. The Georgia Commission on 
Education commented of 
Thompson that "it is incredible 
that any man with the record 
of Communist affiliations like 
that of John B. Thompson 
could long remain -as chaplain 
or pastor to students in a non- 
Communist institution." 

THE REV. Maurice Mc- 
Cracken, of The Neighbor- 
hood House, 901 Findley-st, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, attended the 
school. Pictured it the school 
was a station w»gon bearing 
the inscription "Findley Street 
Neighborhood House." ' 

An investigator from Cin- 
cinnati, pysent at tl» h ea ri ng, 
of the Georgia Commission^ oj* 

Education last wee k, said the 
dfgahlZatfbn is supported " uy 
Community Chest funds. 

The Georgia investigative 
group said it included the pic- 
ture in the record of its hear- 
ings for the purpose of "illus- 
trating how many units of 
Communist apparatus are as- 
sisted by organizations pur- 
portedly charitable or reli- 
gious in nature." 

Another organization, known 
as Friends of Koinonia Farms, 
lists its address as 901 Find- 
le yet; Cha innati, " " 



KOINON IA FARIAS lnratfcd 
a"l Americas, Ga., has been toe 
scene of recent violence and 
boycotts. It is operated on a 
socialized, integrated basis. Its 
leader, Conrad Browne, was 
in attendance »t the Highland- 
er workshop. 

No report on Highlander 
Folk School would be com- 
plete without an introduction 
to Donald L. West of Atlanta, 
Ga, who was on! of 'the 
school's organizers. 

He was not reported present 
at the Integration workshop, 
but a look at his background 
in light of his leadership of 
the school, might be in order.' 

THOUGH WEST has never 
acknowledged Communist 
Party membership, he - was 
identified as a member of the 
party in a 1947 report of a com- 
mittee of the U. S. House of 
Representatives which was in- 
vestigating the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare. 

West has written articles 
for The Pifot" a publication 
of the National Maritime 
Union. The publication is of- 
ficially listed as being Com- 
munist con trolled. *- ■* 

In the nest tradition of all 
the known Southern Reds or 
"pinks," West was active in 
both the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare, and the 
People's Institute of Applied 
Religion. Both have been iden* 
tified as Red fronts. 

HE IS LISTEDas a contribu- 
tor to "New Masses," a Com- 
munist publication, and was a 
member of the National Wal- 
lace for president Committee. 

His other affiliations in* 
elude: 

American Peace Mobiliza* 
tton, 1941. 

Committee for Equal Justice 
for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an Aux- 
iliary of International Labor 
Defense, 1945. 

Educators for Wallace, 1948. 

Mother Bloor Celebration 
Committee. ' 

National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, 1948. 

National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties, 1942. 

Open Letter to Harry 
Bridges, signer, 1942. • * 

(NEXT: What are the stated 
purposes of the schools? What 
wThT""WT* at the i ntegration 
workshop?) . * ^ 
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BY EDWIN STRICKLAND, News staff writer™ *» 
r ■ r,Jr nE A MASTER PLAN, Soviet-inspired, bi 
the racial irfcicfehts *o widespread^ in America td- 

J - *' ■ s * ■•'-.'■■■■ : *} '.'.".TT". ♦J?* ft* ' "af*r ' -r. ■ ■ 

f the. two ore connected, how close is the associa- 
and can it be revealed * *""" ". *'■■■. 

• These yere the. two ainjor 
.questions put before the Geor-. 
* -«i«; Co^n?|ssip^ # on Education,, 

;-when It was 
^treated by the 
^Georgia Legis- 
lature in .1953 
^nd given v 
, t >road judicial 

Sowers. 
r~ J- . The commit- ' 

: tee has made 

J flits first major 

^report, b a s e d 
^•pon an inves- 
tigation of The 
i E i g h 1 a n der 
:^Folk School in 
Monteagle, 
"Tenn. 

.. Why should 
s a Georgia in- 
ves t i g a t i v e 
f group fire its first guns at « 3 
Tennessee institution? \ 

K Because^ said the commits 
tee's executive secretary, T.:V, 
Williams Jr., the commission ( 
1 believes racial strife and tfl*£* 

r felons are part of a Clmmunjitt 
..plan to subvert America, »0t 
' One of the organizers of me*' 

Jehool in 1932, was,. and is/V 
esident of Atlanta. He* is DtxaB 
*ld L. West. Three members o# 
the school's present executivj£ 
-Committee list Geo ig ai -pi** 
,dro*es, •_: . «* *^ 
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the school's executive body ift 
the persons of Aubrey -*jtjp> 
flams, Montgomery publish!?! 
Dr. Charles Gomillion, dean 
of students, Tuskegee ln|tt 
tute; J. E. Pierce, of Alabama 
State College, Montgomery; 
Dr. Lewis <■ Jones, Rural Lp* 
Council, Tuskgee, and Rosa 
Parks, one of the leaders *f 
the Montgomery bus boy call 

THIS LIST was compiled Jby - 
investigators for Alabahta 
Atty. Gen. John Patterson 
•pent several days at ,, 
school. The ltft is not identij 
With one compiled by 
Georgia Commission on ~«w- 
catfcm. The latter group, how- 
wej, listed the board me»M 
beij as it was on Oct. 30, 1958. 

Tie earlier list carried only 
the 'names of Dr. Lewis Jones 
and Williams from Alabama. 

THE GEORGIA GROUP tjgt 
compiled records from many 
sources. From the weight f£. 
these, the commission unhept* 
tatingly labeled the school** 
"part of the Communist 
parajus in America-" . 

Tijrn to Page * Column V 
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Is racial strife 



JBBFOSE GOING FURTHER 
ft might be -well to examine 
tie inakeup of the Georgia 
Commission on Education 
*hici vows to 'make known 
what^ it calls the Communist 
conspiracy. 

•Heading the list is Gov. Mar- 
vin Griffin, chairman, and Lt, 
Gov. ."Ernest S. Vandiver, vice 
chairman. 

< House Speaker Marvin E. 
Moate, State Auditor B. E. 
T>> rasher Jr., and Atty. Gen. 
Bujjene Cook, follow in that 
Ojrder. 

•The remainder of the 
board is: 

^Robert O. Arnold, chairman 
of the Board of Regents;" 
- ■ - ■" Whitman Jr., chair- 
Irian, State Board of Education; 
M. D." Collins, state school su- 
perintendent; Harmon Cald- 
well, chancellor University 
System; B. D. Murphy, chair- 
man of the Judicial Council; 
Joh nSammons Bell, of the 
Georgia Bar Assn.; Colbert 
Hcukins, general counsel, and 
(-r.-h r t the state's 10 U. S, 
cpn^ressmen. 

These congressmen aTe 
r^crec 1 Smith II, Frank S. 
.vii.l, 7»iis. Charles R. Crisp, 
jr^rvev G. Cutts, Miss Ira Jar» 
*■■■■]> M»rk Smith, J. Battle 
•*«:'. Robert Sapp, John S. 
V^.k-1 and Roy V. Harris. 

■V :• DERCOVER AGENTS 
*y ihe commission were at 
t.-ie M"oteagle school over the 
L«:.c.r Day holidays, when .a 
iortt-day "integration work- 
•M ;:■' was held there. They 
reii.&infcd in contact with the 
??>.<-. ni and on the scene until 
Thursday night of the past 
w?k. ■ 

Tl'ie commissions report 
made Friday in Atlanta in- 
rhided scores of pictures pur- 
-.-"--*■ : *-- :;l;':n during the in- 
it«;:i iiiiun workshop. 

TV^r pic 4 ures show in at- 
iir.t' ance practically every 
:_>.>:• ■■■! racial incidents in 
<):■• (;„,-(*, s i Dce 1954, 

.'* ;.. .. awo show pictures of 
have been iden- 
tified by congressional inves- 
tigating committees as Com- 
rvnist loaders, plus a number 
rf persons with records of 
lc\h(, nssociation with varipus 
Cor. resist "fronts.* 

THE COMMIS SION com- 
pbid a 'HffijoCIaied !»?**& tf 
Wha: it called - C*mbiuni*t •> 
J Bilious" ol various persona 
«- -trend "tic« ar Highlander^ 
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Folk School during lie LaW 

Day week-end seminar. 
This is the listh^ 
Abraham Lincoln Sefeoel 
American Committee fir 

Protection of Foreign Born.-:' 
American Committee for 

Yugoslav Relief. : "' fc '■ 

American Continental Co|h 

gress for World Peace. fc- 
American Crusade to Eat 

Lynching. ./, 4_h 

American Folksay Group. » » 
American Peace Mobiliz> 

tion. / :. jjs,.. 

American-Soviet Masic "■»- ;! 
clety. i, . f ; 

American Youth Congresit A 

American Youth for DemotK . 

racy. £;.;' 

Association of Internes fad 

Medical Students. - , k •. 

BILL OF RIGHTS 'Confer- 
ence. 

Boston Freedom of the Pre«i 
Committee, 

Brooklyn professional Coin 
mittee for Democratic China. 

Brownsville Freedom pf _tk# • 

Press Committee. • • /■■»'■" , 

*\ ■ J *. J 

CAMP KINDERLAND. 



' Chicago Ad Hoc Committee < 
for Welcome of tip Deanaf. 
Canterbury. r 

Chicago Committee %o Be-' 

feat the MUndt Bill. J. -, 

Chicago Committee to Se- 
cure Justice in the Rosenbuisf 
C*se, - « 

Citizens Emergency Conffr- 
ence for Interracial .Unity. ,*., 
Citizens Emergency Defenae 
Conference. » " 

Civil Rights Congress. \* 
Committee for a Cultural Sa- 
lute to Paul Robeson. ? . 
, Committee to Defend Am#- - 
lea by Keeping out of War. t. . 
Committee for a Democratic > 
Tar Eastern Policy. !?* 
Committee -to End SeditiafL, 
Laws, k"* 

Committee for Equal Justi 
for Mrs. Reey Taylor, an a 
iliary of International La 
Defense Committee for 
First Amendment. ^ ■ j» 

Committee for the Negro m 
the Arts. 

Committee for Peaceful 

ternatives to the Atlantic Pa 

Commonwealth College. , 

Communist Party. f? 4 { 

Consumers Union. K 

Continuations Committee if' 

r the Conierence on -Peaceflfl ; 

Alternatives to the Atlantic , 

•Council too African AfiaJu*? 



V-A.. <au« 

DAILY WORKER. * '*' ^-"^ 
Dinner for Pearl Hart t 
W. E. B. DuBoia Testfaneniii 
fiponaoring Gommltfefe. ,.&■ "" J 

EMERGENCY CivQ LlMi-^ 
ties Committee. ■ ■«..,£* 

Emergency Peace Mobili»^ 
Uon. fT 

FIRST LINE of Defekse. fe 1 ] 

Frederick Douglass Scbo•L , 

HARLEM Employment CoiVi 
mittee. , * ■'. 

INTERF ATTH Committee pt 
Peace Aetieo* ■+. - •/ • h~-- • 

j^rreksoN school rf aH 

«$el Scienee. ■ l ,.,.. i ^ 

LfrAGUB ,ef to«tt #»-' 

Segro Rigb^- I « _i 1^12% 
League of Youn^ SoutireW 1 ? 

ers. y ' RE- 

MAIN STREAM. , pji? 

* Masses and Mainstream. V-** 
Methodist Federation ff»f 

Social Action (not chuff*^ 

sponsored). ."^.b'* 

Metropolitan Music ^cWpa,,. 

1 Michigan Herald. •„"* -^_ v 
i Mid-Centnry Conferenel nr^. 
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(" Mother Bloor' Celebration^ 

Committee. • • • .-» 4 . -, 
... _"^>V- ; -p -: v 

NATION Associates. 

National Citizens Emergency 
Relief Committee to AW Strik- 
ers Families. 

> National Citizens Political 
Action Committee. * / 

National Committee 
Abolish the poll Tax _* ..# , 
f National Com ml tie*- 
Peaceful Alternatives. 

National Commit*©* .to **e-. 
peal the McCarren Act. ( \.. t 
. National Council of thf A*m,' j 
Sciences and Profession*. 

National Council of AsMrt~ 
tan-Soviet Friendship, r '• : 

.Kaatna": Vil-^-j CmigrMi. V 
. Nature Friends of Amefcfca. 
New Drama. 

New Masses. ; 

New York City Council trf 
the American Youth Congress. 
New York Committee for 
protection of Foreign Born. 

New York Community Divi- 
sions of the Committee to Free 
(Earl Browder. 
i New York Youth CouncIL 
*-.; - ■ . 

. OPEN LETTER on Military 
Aid to <Spaln. :' 

Open letter Protesting De- 
upcrtation of Harry Bridges., 

PEACE Information Center.' 

People's Artists. 

People's Daily World. ; .-; 

People's Drama Theateri 

People's Institute of Applied 
Religion. . . 

PeopleTSbngj. w^.-wsw-.f 
,.• Petition to Reconsider Pros- 
I ecutioM Under tbe Smith Act 

Political Affairs. 

Progressive C 1 1 1 z e n a of 
Amerfce. ''>*'■ - : '- ; «' : . 

Progressive Party of Masse*': •■ ■* .. 
chu setts, i r 

Protest Meeting for Ho«MI^ -" .' 
Fast J [„ T-, f ■*; 

Protestant Digest Associate, r- **'"' 

Protest Against Verdictnof 
/Guilt* in Case of 11 Coramu- i 
afat Leaders. 



school for po&ticXl 



Action Technique. ..• .•■*■ 
Schroon Crest Sckoet.; A ^A , 

- sing oot" <■***. \-m .' 

Southern Conference Edu- 
cetional Fund. 

Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare. 

Southern Negro Youth Con- 
gress. 

Stop Rankin Meeting. 

Swapping Son* Fell. * ,, 

TEACHERS. ,'fHfOvf. ifWl^ 

Testimonial Concert "Bound 
lor Glory* for Weodk Guthrt*. * 

UNITED OFFICE and ****< 
fessional Workers of America, ; 
Local 16. 

United Packinghouse Work-- 
ers.ef America. '■■•■ *.. ~ <■ I 

United States Arrangements ' 
Committee, World Youth Con- 
gress. 

U. S. Sponsoring Committee 
for Representation at the Con- , 
' frees of the peoples focJJpace.. 

VETERANS A g a i n ft* {*#- 
erimlnation of Civil JUghts 
Congress of New York. >., .. * 

Veterans Fighting Fund for 
Eugene Dennis. i;-. . . -^ 

Voice of Freedom Commit-' 
4ee. 

> WASHINGTON Committee 
for Democratic Action. 
. Westchester Peekskill Com- 
mittee. ■ ■ . , 

Wingdale Lodge. 
i Win-tbe-Peace Conference. 

Wire to President Truman 
fa 'Veto the McCarran Bill 

Workers Alliance. , 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S Record 
Club. .. ... ...-: - ■_.' .- 

Young Progressive*. * 
. NOT ALL of the organize- 



.-*** 



'* J 



lions on publications listed* 
■bove HftW^e<i| officially d&i 
clared to be Communistic or 
Communistic "fronts" by any 
congressional investlgatiBJs 
body, though" many of them 
have. 

The Georgia Commission, In 
its own capacity, lumps them 
all under the heading of Com- 
munist affiliates. -: •;•-.■" • 

COMING MONDAY;. 

Alabamo personalities who. 
wer* in ,«ttt ndomt ., jp| 
MonteoaU.7 is \%£_ '>■ f(* ff 



,X$f 






( 



D 









= ^wU^ t "V g. r-, , VrV' . , .irYiL : 



£ 



-s 



SC?~W 



QtrtJmed in 19 .^ 

Raciar events in South 
following Red pattern 

JY EDWIN STRICKLAND there was ton mnrfl ' ^.i _ • Vl ". ... . ■ . ■ i ■ 




BY EDWIN STRICKLAND 
News staff writer 
'*■ . In 1928 a self-avowed Com- 
<: Irnumst spokesman wrote a 
j jP&mphlet which he called 
- r'American Ne^o Problems."- 
) .*^* e writer, John Pepper, 
iwith many aliases, drew a pat-' 
J cm of events today that are 
;--■-.. :_:;::• tc the point of being' 
# * am a ung. - 



Fourth of a series 
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After reading his" pamphlet 
ioi.e would be led to believe 
I that be was either a man 
i possessing clairvoyant powers 
| or that we have moved' un- 
erringly along the path Jong 
ago planned for the South by 
'Lenm, Stalin and other Reds. 
In this p amphlet Pepper ad- 
mmect, almost bitterly, that 



there was too much racial har-* 
mony in the South. He pre: 
sented a Wue print for ending 
tnis harmony. 

PEPPER PRESENTED as •" 
prelude to his pamphlet what 
he said were "the principal de- 
mands for the oppressed 
yegeo masses as embodied In 
he platform of the Workers 
'Communist) Party of Amer- 
ica : 

1. Abolition of the whole 
system of race discrimination 
Full racial, political and social 
equality for the Negro race. • 

1 Abolition of laws which 
result in segregation . of Ne- 
groes. Abolition of all Jim 
Crow laws. The law shall for- 
bid all discrimination against 



Negroes in selling or renting 
houses. ...-.■ 

3. Abolition of all laws which 
disfranchise the Negroes.*.- 
. .*- Abolition of all laws- for- 
bidding intermarriage of per* 
, sods of different races. 

5. Abolition of all law* and 
public administration meas- 
ures which prohibit, or in prac- 
tice prevent, Negro children. 
or youth from attending gen- 
eral public schools or univer- 
sities. < • 

6. Full and equal admittancr- 
of Negroes to all railway^ sta- 
tion waitng Tooms, restaurants " 
hotels and theaters. Z. 

7. Federal law against lynch- 
ing and the protection of the* 
Negro masses in their right Of 
self-defense. 

Turn to Page 3, Col new 1 , 
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Racial events in South 
following Red pattern 




-Continued from Page 1 

8. Abolition of discriminatory 
practices in courts against 
jury service. 

9. Abolition of the convict 
lease system and of the chain 
gang. 

10. Abolition of all Jim, Crow 
distinction in the Army," Navy 

"and Civil Service. 

11. Immediate removal of all 
restrictions in all trade unions 
against the membership of Ne- 
groes. 

12. Equal opportunity for em- 
ployment, wages, hours, and 
working conditions for Negro 
and white workers. Equal pay 
for equal work for Negro and 
white workers. 

, y,any triLthese ^ints have 
pong since been realized with 
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the full cooperation of the ma.- 
Ijority of Southern leaders. It's 
typical .of the Communist Par- 
ty that it includes in its alms 
things on which almost every- 
one can agree as Just and equi- 
table. 

- The purpose of this enumer- 
ation of Communist aims here 
is to show a parallel with the 
25-year-old policy of The High- 
lander Folk School, in Mont- 
eagle, Tenn., and how it has 
worked toward these goals. 

In the July, 1956 issue of 
"Highlander Reports/* a pub- 
lication of the racially inter- 
mixed school, the executive 
council, said: ' • 

'The immediate and chal- 
lenging task confronting^h 
who desire a democratic 




Is integration.*? Z, 

The programming of the 
school's activities for 1957 was 
then announced: 

Twelve integration work- 
shops. 

Twenty-four weeks of exten- 
*ion courses. : -■ 

The announced purpose of 
these is to train integration 
leaders in the South. , 

How well the school has suc- 
ceeded can he seen from a 
look at the leaders of all the 
major racial incidents. All 
have' now, or In the past have 
had, training at the school. 

As late as Feb. 20, 1957, the 
■Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue, TJ. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C., took 

look at the school's activities 
nd at its tax-exempt status, 
nd ruled that contributions to 
he school will not In the fu- 
ture be exempt from income 

tax. -•„ - -r y ■■: v- 

- THIS DECISION was based 
upon a finding that "your staff 
and students have participated 
in strikes at various places . . . 
it is shown . ; . that your activ- 
ities also include . . . promot- 
ing certaia reforms^ through 
organized action programs and 
other means, as evidenced by 
the following, which was ex- 
pressed in one of your annual 
reports: ' * •'•■-. 

"Our purpose Is deliberately 
to use education for the real- 
ization of certain social and 
cultural values. We do hot 
consider other education any 
less propaganda, because its 
teachers, "are ignorant of the 
fact that they are supporting 
an unethical STATUS QUO, 
than our approach which con- 
sciously seeks to bring about 
a more just social orders. . ." 

Myles Horton, the school's 
present director and one of 
the founders, is now strong In 
advocating placid compliance 
in the South to the integration 
.edict. But let us lodkat his 
I actions prior to the 1954 de- 
cision of the V. S. Supreme 
Court, when the "separate 
' -g-il" nr-hrrr' riort rinp w« 
(till the law of "tee find. ,"\ 



-Ttj /f. sem inar discussion fln 
integration problemT JWld-^i 
.January, 1957, the joint- execu- 
tive council of the school, and 
consultants, made it very clear 
that the work ofvthe school 
toward integration did not wait 
on the Supreme Court deci- 
sion. - ,, ,. r v ' ■ 

SEPTIMA CLARK, Negro, 
teacher who was fired in South 
Carolina' and is now on the' 
Highlander staff, led off by ? 
talking about her .part in Clin- 
ton, Tenn. She deplored the 
fact that one of the students 
who began the integration^ 
move there* had been taken 
out of school by her parents,/ 
" That meeting set the goal 
for the integration workshops 
this year, with the announced 
purpose of training 400 integra- 
tion leaders a month. \ . 

Writing in. The North Cen- 
t ral Ass ociation Qmr^rjy j» 
1WZ? Hufion, who was then 

? li sted as ed ucation _ 

the luned Packinghouse 
Workers Union, expressed his 
feeling about labof'a part to 
the race struggle* - 

"With organized labor and 
public education * -united in 
vision and in daily operations 
we would be in a position to 
make Democracy, a reality. 

"No longer would distinction 
*f classes, of race, and religion 
be tolerated. The scjvools could 
rise to the challenge of the 
day and help In the creation 
of en army of democracy 
rooted in the struggles end 
traditions of the American 
people, an army so vast ■ 
so determined that nothing 
democratic could stand in 
path." .. . 

To get back to the most ... 
cent workshop, an announce- 
ment from the school, said 
"progress reports," will be 
made "from such key areas to 
the South as Clinton, Tenn.; 
Koinonia Farm, an interracial 
Christian community at Ameri-* 
cus, Ga.; Birmingham, Ala., ' 
and Tallahassee, Fla, Work- . 
shops will consider the impli- •* 
cations of integration for 
church groups, educators, '-? 
trade unions, business and In- ^ 
, dustry and comm unity a nd 
cilh: *w gaflizations."" . ' "* -i 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
aLfr- f etrt w wo' talks by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King of Mont- 
sorcery on "The Look to the 
Ruture," and, by Aubrey Wil- 
liams, Montgomery publisher, 
on " A New Dealer Looks at 
the Present." 

Something apparently fell 
through on the Birmingham 
report. Undercover agents i 
' who attended the session re- I 
ported they could" not identify | 
any known integration leader 
from Birmingham. 

King later outlined in his 
I talk what he said were the 

1 three major periods in, the 
Negro'* rise to what he called 
"SaxmiTfiiyntegrati on." 

Williams did not"*see com- 
plete integration. He lashed 
hard at Southern leaders who j 
oppose complete compliance : 
witn integration orders, but 
noted that "the South seems 
bent upon refusing to give any 
ground whatsoever." 

He said further that "more- 
over, we arp moving steadily 
in the direction of more rigid 
and wider denials. We are go- 
ing to new lengths in estab- 
'isLing the rigidity of separa- 
tion." 

Williams lashed at Southern 
senators, governors and other 
leaders for what he said was a 
Utand "iittle short of insanity." 
IK* damned Atty. Gen, John 
•Patterson for what he called 

( 'seizure of records of a citi- ■ 
ens organization whose aetivi- ■ 
ies are limited to protesting a 
sw which had wiped out thtir 
Vight to vote . . ." 

j a. ;i.t;uJ ku r a L i-t 1 SOn*S 

seizure of records of a Negro 
group at Tuskegee, led by 
Charles Gomillion, dean of 
students at Tuskegee Institute, 
\wbich boycotted white mer- 
chants. 

Williams concluded that the : 
course being followed by the 
South could lead to "armed 
rebellion," and plunge the 
South again into war. 

Herd's a partial program of 1 
the Labor Day week-end inte- 
gration workshop, as an- 
nounced by the school. 
. • I Prii a yn frug. 30. * '■ , 

^ 2:30 p.m. "An Overview of 



in the S outh Tn - 
iay," John Hope H. 

"Integration Beachheads'* . . . 
Report of Progress and Prob- 
lems. - „ 

Tuskegee, Ala. .". 
Gomillion. 

. Johns Island, S. C. 
nice Robinson, 

Tallahassee, Fla. . 
-H. Brooks. 

Montgomery, Ala. , 
t -Parks. 

Southern Unions , 
Helstein. 

Koinom'a Farm . . 
Browne. 
m Clia ten, Tenn. , . 
Clark. 
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shows Ret(s fanned 
Sputh s racial strife 
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BY EDWIN STRICKLAND 
*»— — -**»ws staff writer 
The race issue in America 
today is "top priority" for our 
home-grown Reds and their 
Soviet advisers. 

The . Negroes and whites 
caught in the destructive 
whirlpool of strife and emo- 
lL-;i:., ti.'t iiio,rj pawns in the 
Communist master plan which 
L-ts been spelled out for us by 
J .);c '."'. ;■;,- 1 4. thorn selves. 



The.se conclusions 



hangs delicately In the bal* 
ance. 

Several states have under- 
taken to ferret out the Red 
fronts behind race Incidents. 
Some fault has been laid di- 
rectly at the door of the Na- 
tional Assn. fur the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, which 
has been barred from activity 
in Alabama and several other 
states. 

But the fault goes much 



sounding statement 

poses and see whether H is 

really working for American 

ideals. 

2. Read the list of its spon- 
sors, organizers, donars and 
board of directors. If you find 
there are names of persons f 
known to have connections ' 
with "front groups" it would ■- 
justify you tp look further. 

3. If the end result of the ; . 
policies of the organization 




capable to one who takes the 
tine 3'i'i f ;!'•. -it to look be- 
hind the scenes and see who is 
arranging the stage settings. 



*™ *"**" - deeper than the NAACP, the - would be strife or disorder, or 



fit of a series 
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AN" ineprapable is a fact 
that may come as a shock .^to 
good Americans who have al- 
ways been taught that De- 
mocracy is rula by the ma- 
jority. 

The shattering truth that 
has demonstrated itself time 
and time again is that the un- 
organized majority is voice" 
less and without the means of* 
making its will felt. It is the 
~.;2h"y organized, militant and 
often ruthless minorities which 
rule almort every facet of our, 
national life today. 

Chief amors those militant 
jriiripritifF is the Communist 
Paiiy. L. h. A., and the literal- 
Iionts" be- 
hind which it disguises itself. 

Communism in America has 
ffiany face s. 

Responsible Southern lead- 
ers spe&k sincerely when they 
charge that behind Southern 
race incidents lurk the crim- 
son shadow of International 
Communism. 

Previous articles in this' se- 
ries ha\e attempted to explore 
♦he basis for these charges. 
"i ; i? fi ?io in g* are clear: The 
Cv.^uij^.'is-.i a: ,d their fellow 
travelers have sei2ed upon a 
situation of their own making 
to brjrig strife and divide the 
c^awii^'s strength a j ft time 
vben our' national security 



facts indicate. 

SOME LEADERS say we 
have been protecting too many 
"sacred cows" disguised under 
patriotic and religious labels. 

Fully half of the officially 
labeled Communist fronts go 
under names which begin 
with the word "American." A 
large percentage begin with 
the words "Christian" or Re- 
ligious" or some other word 
indicating the group to be re- 
ligious in character. 

Congressional hearings and 
numerous official investiga- 
tions have established the fact 
that the Communists seek 
anonymity in highly respected 
organizations, then work from 
within to change the character 
and purpose of those organiza- 
tions to make them fit into 
Communist plans. 

Labor unions, cooperatives, 
civic and patriotic groups, edu- 
cational institutions, charitable 
organizations and even 
churches have been Infiltrated 
by Red agents and their "yes 
men." 

These facts are known to 
agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and often by 

leader, of the infiltr.tej^^^^Vsegrega 
Oroups. Only the fatter, and wortshon- c * iC » a 
an informed membership, can , - -- **""«*«* 
stop such use of their organi-j 
zations by the Reds. . . I 

How can you tell whether &3*7/ 

an organization to which yo- ^ 

belong is Red-infested, or 
danger of becomingjAo£_ 

L Look behind its higfi- 



would give aid and comfort to 
the enemies of our society, 
you're striking pay dirt. 

Gov. Marvin Griffin of 
Georgia charged that Commu- 
nist are "preying upon mem- 
bers of both races" in creat- 
ing discord. He has avowed 
to expose what he calls the 
entire Communist conspiracy 

behind the race issue. 

», . I. ' i ■— 

ALABAMA'S attorney gen- 
eral, John Patterson, said hit 
investigations have disclosed 
connections between race boy- 
cotts in Montgomery and Tus- 
kegee, and The Highlander 
Folk School in Monteagle, 
Tenn., which has been called 
"a Communist training school" 
by the Georgia Commission on 
Education. \> <- 

The school, through its own 
publications, stated that its 
field agents worked in almost 
every Southern city where + 
race incidents have occurred*-^ 

The 23rd annual report o'f \ 
the school listed its "accom- * 
plishments" of the past 12 
months. It listed 11 residential 
workshops, dealing with every- 
thing from labor union activity 
to the United Natio: 
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Tfe*-j»iM}rt also st at ed t h a t 
field agents of the school had 
worked in integration prob- 
lems in Charleston, S. C, Co- 
lumbia, S. C, Monks Corner, 
S.'"C, r Tuskegee, Ala., Knox- 
ville. Tenn., Oak Ridge, Tenn., 
Chattanooga and Nashville. 

In Tuskegee, later the scene 

?f a merchants boycott, the 
ie!d agents "met with school 
teachers, clergymen, NAACP 
leaders, civic association rep- 
resentatives and Tuskegee stu- 
dents to analyze deadlock be- 
tween white and Negro com- 
munities and discuss possible 
solutions, . . ." 
7,. v --^ nr * „,-.-, w place, ac- 

curuing 10 the field workers 
reports, they met with NAACP 

At Johns Island, S. C, May 
29, 1955. Highlander repre- 
sentatives participated in an 
all day panel discussion on the 
I'oliownig subjects: 

I. V.'liy rj^iul u J Negroes be 
rrzanf-rd? " 

.. ",-■■-- wi ii;e causes for 
other races to overlook Ne- 
groe;. 

' ' ' -i ■ -1 ' ' fur less 

than 30 per cent of colored 
s in South Carolina not 



Cl.Ii 

;,.-.:■. - :::z«'ns? 
y ■' ": 4. Does the buying power of 
. . t!'p ;•*■-=»:■■■. v.nfii wisely used, 

* , - ; T h.i'-j '" :;cl ! t" is condition? 

'"T ' '3. t : I" ■ . A " 7 r t;s JECT would 
*-~ . .' 'j-'-. :■ 'iltct! economic boy- 
£.' ■ -' -..v.- coir, such as occurred in Tus- 
r.. - - "~ - kesee 

■ .<■■■- ac ' f vi ties of the 
£ . r ■ ^ srhoo!'? staff, said the report, 

'. " ;-..-;„. t.lLL/..iir.g: 

!*\.' " '"■ 1. Testimonial dinner for 

I---..:. '.-.~i J^rtpe J Waites Waring, Char- 

i - ■. ■ *■; Irston. S. C. 

h - *■-" 2. Staff Conference, Camp- 

-- " b. 1 '" Folk Fch'iol. Rrasstown, 

f- ,- ■. «: 3. Tfnnes-ee Council of Hu- 
■■■*£ mf-'t Hi.laiirns. Nashville and 

-7- r ^ '-•*■• ■■,'■!» "V^n. 

*' ,. .. -i. :-■.:;? r;fT. Conference Edu- 
" _ " . .ia;:ta, Ga. 

\ - " «= • ■■ ■ «" 'o-irai Con- 

^. «.,.,.... , ^j-.iviiie. 

■•. .:" : /r*i At i e^t one of the above 

^.r - "'. ] mentioned, the Southern Con- 

.- ' " _' r^r'f >"Hi ; r agonal Fund, has 

■ . i ■„:;•$ a Communistic 

• v ; ~~ - 1. .''it 



■ ' rv \p riftT""* also weted Wwt 
"meeting with Highlander fund 
raising committees on the 
West Coast .made it possible 
for staff members to speak to 
classes at the University of 
California and the University 
of Washington, y 

"During visits to Chicago 
and New York for similar 
meetings staff members spoke 
at the University of Chicago, 
Columbia University, Sarah 
Lawrence and New York Uni- 
versity." 

It might be well to note here 
that while funds for the school 
are raised nationwide, "schol- 
arships" are offered only to 
people In Southern communi- 
ties who wish to provide lead- 
ership along the lines taught 
at the school. . 

In July. 1956, the Highlander 
Report headlined its front 
sheet with: 

"WE WILL EDUCATE FOR 
INTEGRATION IN OUR RES- 
IDENCE SESSIONS, IN OUR 
FIELD PROGRAM, IN OUR 
COMMTTNTT yi" 

It started off the report by 
saying: 

"The immediate and chal- 
lenging barrier to Democracy 
in the South is seg-jegation. , 

"The Immediate and chal- 
lenging task confronting those 
who desire a democratic South 
Is integration." 
In other words, "the school's 
chief aims in 1956, were identi- 
cal to the stated aims of the 
Communist Party, U. S. A*, in 
1928. 

The school likes to crow 
about what it calls accomplish- 
ments in areas where racial 
incidents have occurred. It 
publishes sheets called "The 
Story of John Island," and 
"The Montgomery Story/' as 
examples. 

THE MONTGOMERY story, 
as told by the publication, has 
Rosa Parks deciding her peo- 
ple "are not goin gto take it 
any more' 'and thus kicking 
off the bitter bus' boycott. 

It is interesting to note that 
almost every place that staff 
members "of Highlander did 
field work in 1955, have be- 
come the scene of racial incl- 
J dents. , . 

In Tuskegee the issue Is still 
unsettled. It Is led there by 
Charles G. Gomillion, dean df 
students at Tuskegee. Gomil- 
lion is on the board of High- 
lander, as Is Rosa Parks. Go- 
million is also listed as « spon- 
'.s or for the Southern_Cafil$> 
t enee ideational ISuni T^^, 



i . His— oihjeraff fli atip ns. mos t 
i of them officially listed "as 

Communist fronts, are as fol- \ 
: lows: * 

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial 
Sponsoring Committee, spon- 
sor, 1951. (DuBois, honorary 
head of NAACP, holds the dis- 
tinction of having literally 
hundreds of Communist front 
associations — more than any 
other known American.) 

First Line of Defense— signer 
of statement in defense of 
Communists. (Reported Aug. 
29, 1948, v "Daily Worker" 
page 9.) • - 

Manifesto of Negro eLaders 
— signer of statement against 
outlawing the Communist 
Party, 1947. ~ ,.- . 

Sotuhem * Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, member of 
board of direcetors, 1954. 

Southern- Negro Youth Con- 
gress, member of advisory 
board an dsecretary, 1947. (Of- 
ficially liste d as Communist 
front.) 

Are Negroes being victim- 
ized by their own organization, 
the NAACP. as part of a Red 
plan in America? Maybe so, 
maybe not. 

The fact is, however, that 10 
of the members of the 
NAACP't natiional board of 
directors, each have from 23 
to J ff-Mm m tt o associati ons^ with 
Communists fronts, inciualng' 



Union (sev eral gfant iK 1 *" j 
"8.' International Labor De- 
fense, $9975. 

4. Max Eastman, for prepa- 
ration and production of an 
historic film on the Russian 
Revolution. 

5. Russian Reconstruction 
Farms, New York, $21,015. 

6. Urban League, $15,000. 

Those are only a representa- 
tive part of the report, bat 
fiparlv s hows the makeup of 
the funff to be a deep red. 



f qundatipg . amounti ng to over 
$S million, left by* flft 18le 
Charles Garland of Massachu- 
setts. 

The fund's own report for i 
1928-30, listed a gift of $100,- * 
000 to the NAACP, and an- 
other $5000 loan to that or- 
ganization., • 

Significantly, perhaps, most ' 
of the other loans and gifts 
fram this foundation* were- to: 

LPeti y W orker, $6875. 

2. American Civil* Li WrlftV 



COMMU NISTS are' not 
found on soap boxes" or hani- 
ing out leaflets, 'fhey operate 
from offices and ^respectable 
addresses. They are like ter- 
mites which enter a timber, gut 
it. to a shell and destroy its 
strength before being discov- 
ered. In many organizations 
today they entered just as un- 
noticed, work just as stealthily 
aafl la" the end bri ng about 
.the same ruin. ' 



direct defense of the Com- 
rnuhi'Jt Pirty, In sod le *mef, 
and of convicted Communist 
In others. **•*+' 

This may account for the : 
fact that the group has never j 
been able to attract more than ' 
a skeleton membership in the 
South, and must depend large- : 
ly for its funds from the North 
and Northern "foundations," 

Along that line I will men- 
ti pn The A merican Fund for 
Public Service. It - 
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Race jSt 

At Integrated Meet 




*j The Georgia Commission on Edu- 
'■§ ation has released a brochure giv- 
i/ig documented evidence that ra- 
cial strife was plotted at an inte- 
' r y rated meeting attended by Com- 
:-/rf *-.unists and communist sympathi- 
vis «».. i.iaulfcaKle, Tenn., last La- 
jor Day. . . . -■■-/' 
The weekend meeting was held 



Committee .on Un-America u » Atti ' ri f Jn hg* ' V*^.^ House 

ties as a "person who attended ajAtnjfctca,' afid Abner^J^erry 
secret convention in North Carc~|the National CantralCommiUae.'ioi 
Una at which time plans were made the Communist party at the 



for spreading revolutionary theo- 
ries throughout the South." 

A top Communist leader, in testi- 
mony before the Un-American Acti- 
vities Committee, described Dom-j 



t the Highlander Folk School and- browski as "being completely pro- 
-?/as aJ-Leuded oy the Rev. Martin communist and anxious to colla J 



1 



,u the 



the Negro minister borate with the Communist party 



* 



ho led the Montgomery boycott, 




:>Wfci) yominent in racial flareups in the 

jSuULQ. 

The Georgia Commission on Edu- 
cation has identified the founders 
and leaders of tne Tennessee school 
as known Communists or Com- 
■" filial sympathizers. 
;■ / The school was founded by Don 
■'*JFt\=t. MylqprfHorton, and Ja mes 
Bftmbrowski: according to tfiecom- 
mtssitnf ' 

OPERATING IN GEORGIA 

"Don West, presently operating 
in Georgia, was district director of 
the Communist party in North 
Carolina," the commission said. 
gi'he Georgia commission said 
llprton, who is now director of the 
sjjhcoi, wf£ identified by the Dies 



and follow its leadership withou 



led many others who have been- taking the risk of actual part 



membership," according to the 
commission. ,. ■■".■■ 

The Georgia Commission sent 
photographer to the Labor Dai' 
weekend meeting. The photogra- 
pher made picture^ of King and 
other integration leaders attending 
meetings which he said 
methods of stirring up 
racial strife. i 

EMBRACED WHITE WOMAN ' 

He also made photographs which 
show a Negro man eyeing a. white 
woman's legs at one of the ses- 
iions and janother with a Negro 
irently embracing a white 



inf.- '"Baity/ a Negro, is alao 
colummft for the Daily Worker, 
official .publication of tha Com- 
munist party in the 17. S. 1^ 
The Georgia Commission on Edu-^T 
cation said the meeting*** dsW 
reeled by the R^iPjyj -^Thomp- 
son who "has a lengthy irecord of 
Communist affiliations." 

The" "commission listed Tborop- 1 
son* affiliations and noted tha\ he 
spoke agaiost the conviction of the 
u Communists about a year ago. 

Attending the Montesgle meet- 
ing were repreosentative leaders 
of the Tuskegee Alabama boycott,! 
the Tallahassee "flcrida bus inei-" 

-,., dent, the Montgomery Alabama ^ 

plotted bi4 boycott, the Sauth Carolina —J 
further naaC? .scihool teachers incident,! 




\ot\ 



ie pb$togr apTte -shrrw ' j 
ll&Uua, pc^sident of the 



the>luitninla inter-racial farm — ! 
Arneric^,'Ge^gTarand"{he" Clin-' 
ton, Tennessee school incident,"! 
( according .to the commission. ! 
*, TYF1CAJ, METHOD I ' \ 
"The mcetur of such a lafge 
group of specialists in inter-racial 
ih ifi imiim r ftf auspices of a Qora- 
aining school, and in the 
^company M itany known Com- 
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CQMM1E1PLQ&KACE STRIFE IN SOUTH 

eLhoril oVsKrsr& A stfaPfo. the South were plotted at a meeting at th 



the High- 

m~Monteagle," Term., by Negro agitators, Communi sts and 

- — ..... ... - a jv lyuiijgii 



.jjander Folk School ~- ™ — > -- -« ~ . . - . ,. 

S^mmtmist sympathizers. Notice the Negro (at left with face turned) 



•a 



NOT RECORDED 

141 OCT 30 1957, 



*m« white woman with bare. legs. 



^T' 




*%?ffl!Ztt^$%& 



'■3;>^i'. 



J b 





^^Sfe^ ^-^a^^^^^^^^^^^iS^^^t/p^ leadership Vain^g and 

Hies are furnished to agitators,*' 

commission s*id., I 
.•be Georgia commission** bro- 
(<ihure included an editorial entitled 
{"Every American Has the tRigbt 
to Know the Truth" which iaid> 
1 "On the preceding pages you 
|have seen pictures of. the leaders 
i|of every race iocidatt J*» tte 
I South from May 19*4 until the] 
time of *e meeting, Labor Day, 
1M7, weekend. You have setfn «xe-| 
cutives and4eader» of many ot- 

NTEGRATED FUN AT RED MEET £^TO,M£: 

Jl . j-* W o man and a white woman bear-hug each *" -• -- -'- •• t *~< ta 



bus boycott lfadr ^mong plotters 

lojimunist sympa thizer s who att4 
;TiiUnS"tiT is thVlypical Jnetbod; 



; among me xxegiw «««»i ~, — " 
ided the meeting at Monteagle, Ten 




p meeting held at the Highlander FoJ 

* T onteagle, Tenn. The photographs tak^ 

were made by a photographer far 

^mmission on Education. 



r ;r^* 



region of the.Unted Stages 
AH ef the picture* contained in 
tnii folder were taken during one 
{weekend at this Conjmunist ttain- 
inj school, Highlander Folk School, 
Mkiteagle, Tennessee, • J, 
. [Names of the national fiiures 
Lrj easily identified wtta tbett pic- 
feres. Other name* •* ks*« fl *"* 
jures are those f iveo to tt»e photo- 
jfrafCjer in intsoduction* and self 
identifications. 

1 "it has been our purpose, *aa 
rapidly as possible,' to identify tte 
leaders and participant* of this, 
Communist training sckool and 4Js-' 
seminate this information ■ to the 
general public. t 

-'It behooves eacll of m to fear* 
mare of Communist infiltration *M 
.the directions of Communist move* 
'menu. Only through feformatiof 
jand knowledge can e*» eembat tfcii 
ialion menanca rf* inartiturtaj s jl 
Ifwernment. " v --**" y 



■^fCVvu sjy we a tAasw^ mi* vi*f m* ■ 

.'.•' \ V JGptomission on E&RjrtUn* **• 

■~- . -r _ r ^CTW^^^'^i^; i ^^'< Building, f- munjet 



* *^*.tvJ» •!••• '.X**Z.:r.: . t^u* 1 **.} l^^^S 



M 



w- ; ;»« i f ^t . lit tfi ■ > « ■$«»" : fe\fciy i t' i fMi < hn i 



"*'« j K f ' 'V '-*■'- -n^WA ^ rf i V 'l'T r. * I '^i" ! .., 
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Georgia Probers, 

Report Dr. Moror\ 

Af A Meeting Held 

In 'Red School 

Hampton Institute President 
panelist At Monteagle, Tern. 



v.- 



p 



'» . *y K>HN BOWEN if 

A Georgia legislative investigating committee has tetfo*^} 
duced into its records information that J^Alqpzo G MW^ 
president of Hampton Institute, receiiflV teflciftfifci "flf an 
iategration icminar at Highlander Folk School in Tennessee 

^ainSg^.^ 11 *" flaito " llfc i B " » "Co"»mm»t 

Records of the Georgia Ootnmiisiofl on Education, a pontic 

bodv created by a joint resolution of the state's legislature. -- 

£ 1q5/?K1 Si** -*. P*?**"** "* editor* ZaP 
tbt 1957 Labor Day weekend tenisar at the Monteacle. T 

•cboojtnd • copy of the progr am which lists Pr KJocoa 
Printed Mote m •» Mar 
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, V 



iature, a%> 
natter ci 

&3 



?l;e Virginian Pilot 
N*vfol:* Leogar Disjatca 

:t\ rines 

a-. Jvi.:« 



r^cu 



:rnai 



meeting tectedas a _ 
which aW<a> shows Dr. 

iu - as a member of the panel 
with otter persoM at the seminar. 

On the program, also Introduced 

Am *& recordi ** *" Georgia 
legislative committee, Dr. Moron 
is listed for a panel dbcussion an 
"What Is the Impact of Integra- 
tion on the People? '• Other panel 
mAibars are shown as Septima 
Clark, Highlander workshop direc- 
tor; Wilma Dykeman Stokeh/, 
Newport, Tena., writer and Allen 
McSwaln of Clinton, Tena. 

Tho printed folder dtet "the 
records of Communist affiliations 
of four of the leaders of Highlander 
Folk School." These teaXTsre 
listed as Donald L. West. Her. 
James B. Thompson, James Don> 
browslri and Aabrey Williams. 

"Each of those four men was 
prominent is the establishment of 
Highlander Folk School or te its 
subsequent operation," the docu- 
ment reads. The document also 
reads: "They represent Jin mi-l 
'CJeuf of tl'» CommunM^aittW 
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TbKopMt*. ohaplaia of the Uni- 
nrtlly oT Chicago, k iaWfcw tfi 
program m dfrector af th* semin- 
ar and a* a apaakcr. Wuanm* 
appears oa f*w setnsaar ptagrasn 
at a apeakar. . 

The lokJer lists » alleged Com- 
mune* affihaooas far Thompson. 
43 for William*, II lor Waat ami 
I* for DombrvwekL 
' At 1be seminar, Tnempaofc 1* 
laaoni-aa 'apaaUBf aa "Report of 
Workshops . . > Recoraoieadatii 
for Future Action* and Villiamsi 
M-Mktaf « rA-Naw;-Daalir 
Look* at the Ptaaattb" ; «-i - 

The program says ft» ^major 
goal of this seminar vfl be to ex- 
amine the progress of Integration 
is the South today, tr hoar aboat 
the crucial struggles from thoae 
Involved, and to appreciate 
of the underlying human aspects 
of integration ... it la hoped that 
on the bash of this seminar, white* 



P 



and Negroes will better understand 
t»w ftey can work together 

It votes take on^Tntegration 
Bea cah aafc - Report $t rrogres* 
and Problem*" at twjuefee. Ala., 
John* bland. S. C, TaDahaaaw, 
Fla., Montgomery, Ala., Koinonla 
Farm, CHntoo, Term., and in 
Southern Unions. Also on the pro- 
gram were films and a panel on 
the Highlander school 

Other panels and workshops on 
integration art listed on the pro- 
gram, including a workship In 
"The Implications of Iatagratton" 
for religious groups, educators, 
trade onions, community and civic 
organizations and youth groups. 

Integrated recreational and 4b> 
ner events also were cited In the 
Georgia folder. 

The Georgia commission's folder 
charges that the integrated meet- 
ing brought together "the leaders 
of every major ract incident m 
the South" since the U. S. 
Supreme Court ruling against 
rogation. 

"The* met at tins workshop and 
discussed methods and tactic* of 
precipitating racial strife and dis- 
turbance, " It continue*. 

"The meeting of such a large- 
group of specialists in intercede? 
strife under the auspice* af 4 
Communist training school, and ta 
toe eompaay ef many knows Com- 
munist* k tha typical matted 
whereby leadership training and 
tactics are furnished to the agita- 
tors. TWs was a general workshop 
and would be the most common 
method/of developing a long range 

"In specific emergency situa- 
tions leadership would be sent into 
the communities to assist. 

"Good examples of the infusion 
of leadership was th* appearance 
of Bayard Rustin, who appeared 
fn the Daily Worker, as secretary 
of Rev, Jlartin Lomer King, the 
a *••**»«*. A* 1 
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£>r. Moron Attended 
Meet At 'Red' School, 
Say Georgia Probers 



Ceatiaeed From Page U 

appearance of Don Wert, promi-j 
nest Communist functionary, at 
Koinonia Farm disturbances and 
the preliminary surveys conducted 
by John Hope II, preparatory to 
the Tallahassee bus incident." 
Hope elsewhere is listed in the 
printed folder as industrial rela- 
tions consultant, Fisk University 
at Nashville, Tens. 

Th* document notes "repjeseo- 
k»uv« leaders" of the following m- 
cidents at the meeting: Tuskegee, 
Ala., boycott; Tallahassee, Fla., 
bus incident; Montgomery, Ala., 



Thompsp' American Comratttee 
" ■ of Forea*. «fc£ 

letter *r - ?s*? 

Anairteen Few' S:* . 
-rhstnnan — Da^r'- Wertssr, 
lit* Pnge 4; E m e rg e tf _ 
M oMttzation — sponsor _— j mt 

MA^SSSk Federation ssf So- 
cial Action — -speaker — Social 
Questions Bulletin, Jam I960, Page 
1; National Committee for Peace- 
ful Alternatives — cocbainnao— 
folder, December, 1950; National 
Committee to Repeal the McCar- 
ran Act — initiator — letterhead, 
Jan. 19, 1951; National Council of 
Arts, Sciences and Professions — 
signer of ad — St Louis Post- 
Dispatch, June 20, 1*51; Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare— 
vice-president — letterhead. Jury 
25, 1947, and Committee to secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case — 
signer of open letter — Hyde Park 
Herald, 1962. 

Williams: American committee 
lor the Protection of Foreign Born 
—sponsor of conference — program 
and call, Oct. 25-27, 1949; Amer- 
dan Youth Congress — speaker 
at 2 or 2 of their annual meetings 
— Williams , testimony before Sen- 
ate Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee, March 19, 1954, Page 109; 
brief amid curiae for the Com- 
munlat Party - dp** - U. S. 
Supreme Court, October Hal; 
Committee for Peaceful Attenw- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact - mts> 



achool SdoenL Tenn ",«5ti» Committee on UnAmerkan wealth College - served on conv 

AmoiTTSioM attending the ^l^J^L^^Sn/Srn* 
seminar, according to the legist "J* ? e teSSfn^^S ^5 
tivs conlrrJssion? records, were P 1 ** 1 / JSnSSS^SL uS SSl 
the Re*. Martin Lather King, lead- »*»• to 5^^!* «!?,* *•£ SS 
*r of the Montgomery^ ind- """J* ^^J^J*J^t\ 
dent; Fred Routb, a headquarters «£*> wI ! h f ut iSSLff a 
©ffi-ia! of the Southern Regional •^J a & t E? n «3heV former 
Council, Atlanta; McSwain, who is „ :£*» .J^Jfe. ESSLrVtet 
"credited with precipitating the gSTStW Sen^tufcont 
Clinton, Tenn., public school in- *"£* ^^{^"SSJEtS 
ddenP; Conrad Browne, Koinonia *£** !Li^?£J!£ffl (£* 
farm leader; Rosa Parks "one of DombrewsU at • n 2f^ B f^L^ om * 

the originS'leXi of the uTontl S^fS ti^rnlsjSSSa 

Starrier* bun hnvpott"- <fc»ntlm« * kl 8 f 001 ™ to *"* *,nomaS jenersoB 5>uocoa i m , fciW , «««. *», *-~, 

airk^iirSintS Xriiir rfSI Hotd to Birmingham, Ala. .was Ptg€ l03 . „* Southern Confer- 
E^hiafld^iSto^atio^rorlih™ Introduced to Wml by Alton Law- Jfe* Hur.ian Welfare -mem- 
w^as^t^wltiTthr^ fence as. Conm^ Party mem- ber erf board , rf ^repreeentotivee- 

SdlSr.* *vtt H^rookT^ "«*« Horton washed be- k ?»^t££ are Bated 
leadw tf'the Tallahk«^SS*hov ton *e «*» Commit •» V * with similar sffiliations, including 



mittee and contributed to — Mas- 
sachusetts investigation of Com- 
munists. 1938; National Committee 
to Repeal the McCarran Acts- 
signer of open letter to Senator 
Hennings— press release, Nov. 14, 
1955; Southern Conference Educa- 
tion Fund - president -letter- 
head, January 1951; Southern 
Conference for Human WeKate— 
chairman of nominating commit- 
tee, 1948 — Williams' testimony 
before Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, March 19, _ 1094, 



Bratuden^^rT^S^ffiitaS 1 wbT'attenArf a Wre7cwv«tioo ThJmpso^ and^WUliama. 



wno -was we leader of the Twke- -3 "' „ r ^ na de~far spreading the 
gee boycott," and Abner W, Berry ^J22i^£sJ5eg to^ughout 
of "the Central a>rnmittee of the ™™&°S n UMorle, urw * DO,B 
.Communist Party.** 

Cctftcfcm'jig the ffighlander Folk 
Srboof, the folder reads as fol- 

JQ-Vf. 

■-*•*- -der Folk School 



The folder also notes that Ibe 

following associations bated above 

have been dted as Cormsamist 

the South'. „ a . . a fronts in the "Guide to Swaver- 

"Paul Crouch testified before the g^ crganiiations and PwMfca- 

Senate Subeommittee on Internal y^^ published Jan. 2, Met. by 

Security that the^ •ffighlander ^JJ. I House of Representatives 



Party ff Nadh 



..^.^..-^ Pnnt ^^j „. Folk 6cneoi Is a school operatel j 

Georgia, was dtotefct «rectof el ^^Jf* *Se^C«UT^^fib> f^* MoblUration, Mem^ Fed- 

ran Act, Committee for Peneefnl 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact 
National Coundl of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare, 
American Youth Congress and 
Commonwealth College. 
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fffre Georgia ©ommfeiion on Brur atton 

October 17, 195? 
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VTQII* NMNNI C* MpA«V 



Mom. ■. C Tnuwo. M. 

•MlttlMM 

Mo*«. Cuacttg Bae« 
Mom. Moat *r O. Mwoi* 
How. Oiomc P. Wmtnum, +*, 

B«M. »T*Tt IU» V ■■— ATI — 

Mom. Hmmow Cmjwiu. 

Oil ^ —l i -B. U nr t— 

Me*, a. o. muiw-w 



Mow. •mmi l. Bmitm n 



MM*. Ct***Vf» ■. O. W 

aa»'ee«*« »•»««* ©••»•■» 
yw. M**v*ir C. ou* m" : 

m>m m* jAMNtU. 

«n Wmmmbm a rt— 

hgm. mask »m»th 

Ont IWM iwpim 0'»f«^ ' 
Ho*. J. SATTVC Hah. 

HO*. RoniT BA** 
«rt. CMUinnwi 

HON. *»MW B. WOOO 

HO". HDTV. HAIIll 

tOtH OCMMHiOHt Bill.nl 

Hon. John Iahhoni In* 

•«•■«<* Out ,HM »iiti»w 
HON. CCUHt Hawkm** 



T. V. W miiM, *k, «muTfW OMMMftV 



•M A*ar04M.nMK MMVWWO 

MIUJBWIWIHT.*. )*, 

ATLANTA 0. AA. 



lb*, Joha Seven 

fiajes Berald 

aevport Rawe, Virginia 

Bear Mr. Bowent 

lb accordance with our telephone eotwereeUon of 
Tbareday, October 17, 1957, I an forwarding to ydn 
the information I ho.ro concerning the presence of 
Alooso 0. Moron at the Labor Day weekend, 1957, good* 
nor ot Highlander Folk School, Kontaagle, Tenneaeee. . 
I om encloeing a photogreph of * neeting taken during 
thla poriod which reade f row loft to righti Septlna 
Clark, Alonao 0. Boron, C.I. Parrlah, Vila* D. Stokwly, 
Allen HcSvain. In the extreme loft In walkltsj abort* 
la Abner W. Barry. Thla photograph wee Introduoed in 
•rldenco at tha bearing of tola Commission an Octobar fcu 
1957, aa exhibit nuhbar 19. 

Tha Atlanta Dally World of Augoat 28 and 29, 1957, 
also liata Boron** presence, A copy of tola article i* 
included. X an also enclosing a few additional coptea 
of the folder we prepared. 

* The folder we prepared, the Highlander Seminar 
program Included, aa well as the photograph', nave all ' 
been entered in the records of ota - hearing and of couraa- 
are priTUedged* 

The~Conmisslon was created by a Joint legialati** 
resolution which gives us the authority to conduct hear* 
ings and hold investigations with the power to eubpoane 
witnesses and to cite for contempt. • 

, ... ... ..»•>- 

If I can be of ^further help in furniahing yon* 
infomation, please' call one*.- " 
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<?a. Education Probe 
Says Moron A ttended 
Wed'Panelln TentL 



\¥<* of 



c4 TW^Wm^OTn^a^fiS^rVM •*■**- 
able tut night to comment on a 
report that be participated in • 
panel discussion of racial issue* at 
a seminar at a Tennessee school 
labeled by the Georgia Commission 
pn Education as a "Communist 
Training school." 

The Institute president, who has 
headed the college in Hampton since 
1949, wai reported in New York 
last night attending meetings of the 
board of trustees. 

A spokesman said there was no 
way to contact Dr. Moron until 8 
this morning. 

According to the records of the 
Georgia Commission, a legislative 
investigating unit of the Georgia 
Legislature, Dr. Moron took part 
in a panel discussing, "What is the 
impact of Integration on the peo- 
ple?" 

The Georgia commission*! rec- 
ords include a printed folder of 
editorial and photographic material 



4*- <**»»• 



Thompfci, Williams, West an_ 
Dombrowakl that. "Each of these 
four men was prominent fo the 
establishment of the Highlander 
Folk School or in its subsequent 
operation . . , They represent the 
nucleus of this Communist training 
a**ooI.** 

(The folder published by the com- 
mission cites "records of Communist 
affiliations" of the four, listing 36 
for Thompson, 43 for WiHiams, 18 
for West and 45 for Dombrowski. 
Thompson's speech at the semi- 
nar was labeled in the program as 
Report of Workshops . . . Recom- 
mendations for Future Action" 
WiHiams spoke on, "A New Dealer 
Looks at the Present," the commis- 
sion records show. 

The printed program of ihe 
seminar was .prefaced with the fol- 
lowing statements: " 

"The major goal of this seminar 
wOl be to examine the progress of 
integration in the South today, to 

, J*«r «bout the crucial struggles 

on the seminar, which sw held m " om those involved, and to ap- 
tbe Labor Day weekend fcu year m p"ec>»te soma of fb* underlying 
the Highlander Folk School Mon- frJJ***; aspects of integration, so that 
teagle, lean. A copy of the seminar ***" ' "•"' , ** J * U - — ■— 
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may be more 

Erogram, also in the records, lists! ■ w *f e «♦ ■»** »ore effective in 
»r. Moron as a panelist J dc */ i ** * itft *** problems which 

Other panelists appearing with w "' uievhably accompany the for- 
Dt. Moron, according to the Com- wtr <| movement toward integration 
mission's record, were Steptima m J nc South. 

Clark, HighJander Folk School .. Il " hoped thst on the basis of 
workshop director, Wflma Dykeman ™» seminar, whites and Negroes 
Stokely of Newport, Term., a W|U better understand how they can i 
writer-, and Allen McSwain, who the *°* k together, community workers' 
commission said is "credited with ln " members of religious and social 
precipitating the Clinton, Tenn., pub- organizations will understand hoi 
lie incident ^y can be effective and Northern- 

Director of the seminar at High- c " wu "l he more aware of what 
jlander, according to the Commis- me y can . °° to fl elp the South, both 
Iston, was James B. Thompson, ** individuals and as members of 
{chaplain of tie University of Chica- organizations." • 

(go, who was listed with Aubrey Included In the program were dis- 
; Williams, former National Youth missions of "Integration fieach- 
Admim'stratoi in the Roosevelt Ad- he»ds," reports on progress and 
ministration and publisher of the Problems of points of racial con- 
Southern Farm and Home Maga- troversy such as Tuskeegee and 
»*;«. •. • «.»i— . Montgomery, AJa^ Tallahassee Fla n 

i Not listed on the printed program *tc. 

! of the seminal', but identified by _ Panels and workshop sessions on 
t|e commfssfen a* among its lead- integration implications in religious 
ers were Donald L. West one of organizations, education, trade 
the founders of Highlander Folk unions, cooasn unity and civic organi- 
Srhoof, and James Dombmw-** ZAtyyn* and youth groups. 
I who was affiliated with the scnool. •*« cftuga of the Georgia Com- 
mission on Education was that the 
seminar brought together "leaders 
of every major race incident in the 
South" since the 1954 Supreme 
See Ds\ Moron, fag* 1», Col 1 
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Dr. Moron 

Ce*ttase4 Frees Pag* fln* 

Court decision outlawing e*eT*fat*d 
achools. 

"They met tt this workshop tad 
discussed methods end tactics of 
predpitsting racial strife end dis- 
turbance," said the commission. 

"The meeting of such s large 
group of specialwt* in <imer-racial 
strife tinder the auspices of a Com- 
muDiBt training school, and In the 
company of many known Commu- 
nists is the typical method whereby 
leadership training and tactics are 
furnished to the agitators. . . In 
specific emergency situatitons lead- 
ership would be sent into the com- 
munities to assist." 

Examples of this, it was stated, 
were the appearance of Bayard 
Rustin, "who appeared b the Daily 
Worker." as Secretary to tha lev. 
Martin Luther King, leader of the 
Montgomery bus boycott, and the 
appearance of Donald West, prom- 
fnent Communist roncHooery st the 
Koininla Farm disturbances in 
Georgia. 

Attending or taking part u the 
Highlander Folk School seminar, 
according to the Commission, were 
the Rev. King, who led the Mont- 
gomery bos boycott; Asher W. Ber- 
ry, "a member of the Communist 
Party national ceatral new— Haas; 
Fred Booth, ctfetat •( the Boa* 
em Regional Comae* David ft. 
Brooks, "a leader of the TalUheeaee 
bus boycott": and Charles Gomtl- 
lioM, dean of students at Tuskege* 
Institute, a "leader of the Tuskegae 
boycott"; Rosa Parka, "one of the 
n#Mi traders of aba Montgom- 

c^r •fes* 1 .^ si* " 4 

■Jrowav KeseMws reei* ejg^» 



Y*, fjmxv* Caammmm 
m Bw that the HighlaBdet Folk 
School, founded In 1932, has been 
identified is testimony before the 
TJ. 5. Senate Subcommittee os In- 
ternal Security as a school operated 
"ostensibly aa an independent labor 
•chooU but actually working m 
dose cooperation with the Com- 
munist Fatty." 

My l* Hortoft, one of the ftsund- 
I ers, was said by the commiesion to 
j have been identified In a eongres- 
I sional investigation as having at- 
tended a "secret convention in 
North Carolina, et which time plans* 
were made for spreading revolution; 
arv theories throughout the sooth. 

Don West, co-founder of the 
school with Hortoft, according te 
the Georgia commission, was iden- 
tified in the commission record as 
"district director of the Communist 
Party of North Carotins." West is 
bow operating in Georgia, the com- 
mission said. ..... 

Testimony before a U. S. House 
subcommittee, the commission cited. 
identified Dombrowikt at a "'pro- 
Communist and anxious to collabor- 
ate with the Communist Party and 
follow hs leadership without taking 
the risk Of actual membership.* 

At Hampton Instiiute last night, 
a spokesman explained that Dr. 
Moron could not he reached in 
New York because he was attend- 
ing various committee sessions of 
me board of trustees. 

TV** was no wav to determine. 
,* — «* wnted. which sne*+W the 
instihm president would » 



•»v given time e* ■*.'*■«■» ' 4* 
committees were meeting. 

Dr. Moron was to be in contact I 
with the Institute staff this morning I 
at 8, it was stated. At this time. 
Dr. Moron was to be informed of 
the Georgia Commission's charge. 

Dr. Moron, a native of the Vir- 
gin Islands, was the first Negro to 
become president of Hampton In- 
stitute. ( 

After extending Hampton Insti- 
tute, he obtained decrees m soci- 
ology from Brown university, is 
sociology and social work from the 
University of Pittsburgh, and in 
lsw at Harvard University. 

He served as American repre- 
sentative on the Caribbean Com- 
mission, appointed by President 
Truman and was appointed hv Sec- 
retary of State Dulles to head the 
American delegation to the West 
Indies Conference and Caribbean 
Commission meetings in 1957 in 
Ksmaica. 

In June, a list of organizations is- 
sued by the Institute in which the 
president held membership included 
the American Association of School 
Admi n istrators: the American 
Christittn Palestine Committee, co- 
chairman; the board of directors. 
Southern Regional Council; board 
of directors. Virginia Council on 
Human Relations; board of direc- 
tors. Virginia Tuberculosis Associa- 
tav Soard of directors. American 
lis* fro**: executive committee. 
Association for Higher Education: 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of me Colored Peo- 
ple; the National Education Aaao- 
daftow and she NatioaW M aj sjsj saq 
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R! MORON TO REPLY IN CHAPEL 
TALK TO GEORGIA ACCUSATIONS 

AIogjoG^Morog, president ai Hampton Institute, said 
today ne \^Tftc v pl5^tomorrow to a newspaper article Thurs- 
day reporting claims that he had attended a meeting at a 
"Communist training school" over the Labor Day weekend 
at Monteagle, Teim, 

Dr. Moron telegraphed The Times-Herald today from 
Newark, N. J., that his statement will be made in his evening 
dupe] talk ai 7 Sunday night at Hampton Institute's Ogden 

The Times-Herald published Thursday charges by the ■ 

jOeorjia Commission on Education that the Highlander Folk . 

;£dhooi, which conducted the integration seminar, it a "Com-7 

'■waist training school.** Dr. Moron was listed as a panel* 

speaker at the seminar. * 
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EXCESSES CONFIDENCE 

Faculty Of HI 
Backs President 



Confidence In the Integrity c~m 

loyalty of the president of Hamp- 
ton Institute was expressed by the 
school's faculty in a resolution 
aimed at counteracting news sto- 
ries which indicated that he par- 
ticipated in a panel discussion at a 
"Communist Training school." 

The Peninsula newspapers pub- 
lished stories last week which re- 
ported that Dr. Afo pxo_c. Ua \ f n 
president ofTneTnTflHRfT^BrT^- 
tidpated in a panel Atcmmm e? 
racial issues at a seminar in the 
Highland Folk School of Montead* 
Tenn. 

The Georgia Commission on Ed- 
ucation has labeled the Tennessee 
school as a "Communist Training 
school." 

Institute faculty members during 
a mid-day meeting yesterday unan- 
imously gave their support to the 
drawing up of a resolution support- 
ing Dr. Moron, and later at "1:18 
p. m." unanimously adopted the, 
resolution by a handvote, it was; 
reported. 

Meanwhile, although Dr: Moron 1 
had not returned in time to com! 
ment on his reaction to stories re- 
garding his attendance at Highland 
Folk school, he did, however, wire 
the Daily Press, that be would 
apeak on the Issue tonight at the 
Institute. 

The complete text of the resolu- 
tion reads as follows: 

"The faculty of Hampton Insti- 
tute has been profoundly shocked 
by the .unwarranted personal attack 
upon jts president, Alonzo G. Mor- 
on, made in recent articles in the 
local newspapers. It (the faculty) 
*•* vainly hoped that the discus- 
sion of issues, even the emotional- 
ly charged iaaue of desegregation, 
■light be •eodueted as a cornpe- 
•fcrt ci 3*m». net aa matioious 
assaults upas iarfl vhfeak „. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x 

DATF nk\^f fiY ^frfi7^ |aA 



v 



< "The faculty repudiates with ese- 
^emet the implication that Fnf> 
eaei Moron is now, or ever hit 
seen, in any way identified *4(L 
or aympaOMttt %•, Commi atari! 
Knowledge of bis dedication to m 
freedom of the human mind and to 
the principles of Christianity makes 
the charge inconceivable. The evi- 
dence offered to support it makes 
the charge, in addition, ludicrous. 
'The fatuity defjorts 4fae.\effort 
to revive the tadae of impaling 
guilt by association so widely em- 
ployed by the late Joseph McCar- 
thy and now so thoroughly discred- 
ited. It censures as a flagrant 
abuse of the power of the press the 
effort,' made behind the cloak of 
legislative immunity, to silence 
those who would advance the 
American ideal of freedom and 
equality under law and the Chris- 
tian Ideal of the brotherhood of 



"The faculty has complete con- 
fidence in the integrity and loyalty 
Of President Moron. It is confident 
alto that all fair-minded persons 
will be able to determine, as be- 
tween the President and his de- 
tractors, where the charge of an- 
Americanism properly Ilea/* 
(Signed, The Faculty of Hampton, 
Institute, William H. Martin, chain- 
man, pro tem, Anita Mack, secre- 

** * - : 
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Ga. Commission 1 * I 



Report As 'Character 
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By HOWARD GIBBONS . 

»f nHtnjsTon Tn^fl^*£oeclared laii 
yj . - night ihdl he plans 10 continue t» 

'-' *p r ^V and act "against lajuarfce. 

again..? discrimination, against segre- 
gation, r gainst the use of politic*] 
r-'tsr tc express personal preju- 
dice , . ." 

Speaking at a vesper service In 
(' .'■'■:■ h'ii-i at Hampton Institute, 
Dr. Moron said he will continue this 
"wherever 1 am and as long as God 
E'^l-s me ifie strength and ihe cour- 
age to defend what I believe and 
what I think it right." 

The Hampton Institute president, 
who has just returned from a week 
».>f meetings of the National Man- 
power Council at Columbia Univer- 
sity in New York City, termed e» 
"Character assassination" a report 
primed by Peninsula newspaper* 
last wee* that Highlander Folk 
School, where Dr. Mofm\"io3k" ptn 
io *e miepration mealing during Ihe 
i-*bo* Day weekend, has been de- 
scribed by the Georgia Commission 
on Education at a "Communist 
».r*i«irg school." «. ■ .'; 

"I read the Thursday story <in 

she Times Herald) very carefully to 

~;:~~i. see if th* rt/erence* ta me were.li- 

, .^ oeious, tor 1 would consider any 

.< .I .:i.-:rge that I was a Com* 

«*»».«» «« ».'v-w*» and i t taod rmdj 

.*■**. i *> £*" "»to court any person Who 

*.-'- .\ makes such an accusation, with. gull 

^.£=f f«uth *nd confidence that no such 

'■'-' ■* charge cxn be substantiated," Dr, 

y : .y>- ; Moron told about 1,300 institute stu* 

'£h$jt*J: dents and faculty members attend- 

vjv.y^| im the vesper service. 

• r >" .':;%'■' "I w *s saddened, however," be 

V,. . ' continued, "by the fact that, al- 

■ : />",!' ■ though no specific charge was made, 

.':■/'■''"> a reputable paper, published in a 

c.mnviriity to which Hampton In- 

jtjtute h»s given ao moch, should 

'tow* a party to disaemmati*c in- 

tfaat unplic* guilt K 4ep- 



report to which Dr. Meraa 

t*f*y last night was (hat J 
#*».» ^m «n*ton at Highlander Foig_ 
l*-.»ii m MiMtsagk, Ten*., est Bat 

S"-k»! of racial tnlefratioa) was] 
Id "under the auspices of a CM 
Dsunm training school" 

The report cited the recordc'bv 
trod need at a hearing conduced 
by the Georgia Commission "on 
Education, a legislative investigat- 
ing body created by the Georgia 



legislature. 

The Georgia public body rt 
state that "they met at this work- 



Georgia public body records 



>hop and discussed methods and 
tactics of precipitating racial 
strife and disturbance. M The mftet- 
ing was held "in the compamr. of 
many known Communists," the 
Georgia records state. 

Dr. Moron declared last awht 
, that the seminar was "given wide 
J publicity before it occurred, dur- 
! ins the three days that H was bang 
-held and at its conclusion." 
I "The remarks that I mad* at 
i the seminar," he pointed Bet, 
"were reported by the Associated 
Press and were published in. Ihe 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, the 
Nashville Banner and the Chatta- 
nooga Times. Our clipping service 
did not provide us with clipping* 
from any Virginia paper, so too 
not know whether or not the atwy 



9 



was carried in Virginia.* % _ 

He added, "It is moat surprising 
then that nearly two months lajer 
the fact that this seminar Has 
held and I was a participant be- 
comes the subject of controversy 
in our local press." 

Dr. Moron said be has "to daje** 
received no communication fibm 
the Georgia Commission on Edu- 
cation "advising me that I wag ihe 
sabject of their investigations And 
in hearings on Oct. 4, 1957. ' 

"I can think of nothing wttch 
resembles more directly the tac- 
tics of the Communist Party than 
this mangawng of character Bad 
Mi dtaregard for due process, for 

ielemewtary decency and fairoBM, 
as the shocking action of '4ht 
Georgia Commission 
tion. 



£ Moron aald. "It waa 
leering that the pubBcMJoa 
dds poison could take place to-* 
ime state that gave ni i B» 
. Sm Dr. Mors-, Fag. 14. CoL. 




f 



n 



.lOT RECORDED 



JI:e Virginian Pilot 

Wnrfol.-i bed£zr Dis^tca __ 
.'•.rtsiuoutlj Tines _ 

Journal cutw Guide 
Virginia Beac:; oua-Nevre 
Princess Aaaa Free Pre$B 
Qvf£olii. Nei;s Herald _ 

Nevjort Kews Dail.y press 
Kev^r; Hd-je Tluec Herald" 

Date __MLrff-f?. 

To i tion 

Anther 
Euitor 



7 



0* 



C i & s £• i f ica t i i in 
Raw 



/oo-o 



SEARCHED INDEXED 

SERIALIZED FILED 

OCT 2 8 1957 

FBI NORFOLK 




it: : ..k;--. l :- ■;-•-", v^.^'c-.v« ■^■-y V ■' il\j-'r 



i ' . »'« ii. —il l ri 



^^■'■-';V 



m 



a. 



£?;'"" " "■"'"■ * 



Dr. Moron 5 

Cootin*ed From Paft* Three 

thora of the Bill of Rights which 
embellishes our Constitution. It is 
almost inconceivable that in the 
same state that through the years 
has produced great newspaper 
men, including Virginius Dabney 
of the Richmond Tunes-Dispatch, 
the distinguished president of the 
American Society of Newspaper. 
Editors, that the responsibilities 
which undergird freedom of the 
;:^» should be so lightly disre- 
garded.'* 

He continued, "I am reassured, 
however, by the many people wboj 
have indicated that they deplore, 
this kind of character assassination 
that this is an aberration which will, 
not be repeated. I am confident' 
there are enough people who have 
pride in Virginia's history and Vir- 
situa's potential far wise leadership 
that this attempt to impose upon 
Virginia the unethical practices and 
»'. ".'■'i;io.«n standards of Georgia 
will be recognised and rejected out 
of hand." 

Dr. Moron said, "If this country 
te to be infected with the totalitarian 
poison that seems to be flowing 
into Arkansas, into Tennesaee, and 
now into Virginia from the demo- 
foguea in Georgia, then we we in 
for a king of democracy in which 
freedom to speak, freedom to think 
and freedom to believe will have 
bo place; and the difference between 
what exists in Russia today and 
wbat we now enjoy fa the United 
States will be obliterated. 

"I believe in the democratic pro- 
cess, loelieve in the vitality of the 
Christian Religion. I believe in the 
<-£! iiv of man. These beliefs are 
inconsistent with the totalitarianism 
of Russia and Georgia, and with the 
stbfxsm of the Kreml in and the 
v » "">w » «4t>cMkw Co^bsJHa»jp * 



Dt Moron aaid he does not iav 

.#. b< "intimidated now by «-r **- r f«im*Ti\y the admime* erf •%. 

•uch threw*, be direct or indirect, i comparatively small number of Ne- 

aa the loss of occupation, physical groes to a handful of schools that 

violence or defamation of character, used to be attended only by white 

"As long as people are deprived students; nor was there any honest 

of rights guaranteed to them by belief, even by the most rabid segre 

the Constitution of the United gationist, that coeducation of the 

States — that deprivation which races would lead to any significant 

comes from politicians who thrive increase in the crossing of racial 

on fomenting racial strife, I will strains; but that real objection to 

continue to lift mv voice against ; public school integration was based 

such iniquitous and 'Undemocratic on realization that if discrimination 

practices." ,and segregation are abolished in 

At for his talk at the Highlander the public schools, all other forms 

Folk School seminar. Dr. Moron of discrimination and segregation 

declared last night that he made would come to be seen as even more 

three points in it ridiculous and unnecessary than they 

"One was that recent evidence are today." 

indicated that the conflict over Dr. Moron last night expressed 

integration was producing an ex- gratitude to the faculty of Hampton 

aggerated fear among white people Institute and to others "who have 
and that in no period of our history . expressed their indignation at the 
have white people of libera! or even publication of the story (the Times 
moderate views been subjected to Herald report Thursday)." 

more social and economic pressure He also said to the students. "It Is 



to make them conform to the 

pattern. . , 

*My second point was that at 



fitting that I make this reply from 
this platform (in Ogden Hall) and to 

.._., r — — — — .the Hampton Institute community, 

the same time this exaggerated fear because there would be no reason 
was spreading throughout the South, |f or tr , c interest shown in my activi- 
we are seeing expressions of new t j es by the Georgia Commission on 
courage on the part of an increasing Education or by the Times-Herald, 
number of Negro men and women, gf t wcrc not identified as the presi- 
of Negro boys and girls. bent of Hampton Institute " 

-Finally, I pointed out that the, xh e R ev . Vernon P. Roddn. 
Teal basis of resistance »• the f^fcharlain of the institute, presided 
pie mentation of the Soft** «*■»— «yt jh* vesper service. 

m the pubUc schools war - - 
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ike Up, American^! j. 

By Otto GarVT'ague -■ 

Writing today 1 ! column "a ~onc «*F the most pai 
experiences I ever have had. And saddening Because 
the more deeply I dig into subversion, the more shaken 
becomes my confidence in the devotion to my beloved 
nation of a vast group of my fellow Americans. 

I have before me an accomu-of the meeting, over 
the last Labor Day weekend, °£v^ large gathering of 
citizens at what is known as the Highlander Folk S chool 
located at Monteagle, Tenn., which- "has hp en~fle*ign 
by some authorities as a "Communist Training School.** 
To what degree this is justified I will let you surmise 
by offering the Communist Front organizations to which 
its founders belonged t No. 1 to 36; No. 2 to 45? No. S 
to 43. A consolidated listing of those in attendance 
on Labor Day shows alignment with 120 Communist 
Front organizations. * * 

A typical description of these is contained in a 
report of the House Un-American Activities Committee* 
"Schools under patriotic and benevolent titles indoe* 
trinate Communists and outsiders in the theory and 
practice of Communism, train organizers and operatives, 
recruit new party members and sympathizers . . . seek 
to paralyze America's will to resist . . . spread defeatism, 
demoralization and race friction." 

To shake you out of your complacency and false 
sense of security, mull over this: If there are only 100 
such "Communist Training Schools'* in the country, 
each with only 100 matriculates, we must have at 
least 10,000 citizens training to "spread defeatism, de. 
moraltzation and race friction.** Ten thousand sub- 
versives waiting to go to work when Moscow blows the 
whistle. 

* Setter sit down right now and write every member 

iof Congress you can reach demanding that restrictions 
on ihe Federal Bureau of Investigation and the lln« 
American Activities Committee be removed as soon/as 
Congress reconvenes in January. Do It now! / J. 
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Would-Be Wire Tappers 
Should Try Hearing Aid 

So the secretary of the Georgia Educa- 
tion Commission would buy electronic 
equipment suitable for wire tapping? 

Well, his requisition makes one impor- 
tant omission. He should have asked for 
a hearing aid. 

In fact, without even an audio booster, 
he might learn that public opinion does 
not sustain Gestapo activities. Nor is the 
public enthusiastic about spending tax 
money for some of the far-fetched "educa- 
tional" propaganda the Georgia Education 
Commission has been buying. 

We don't believe the government and 
its efficient security agency, the FBI, 
would permit any "Communist meeting" 
at the Hig hlander Folk School in Ten- 
nessee as the commission's 1 gum -shoe 
agents maintain. 

According to reports, anyone who was 
willing to pay the registration fee could 
get in at the Highlander School, make 
photographs, or attend the dance. That 
isn't in the Commie pattern. «.. - . . 

The Highlander School has long had a 
reputation as a haven for somewhat silly 
and extreme left-wingers and pseudo-lib- 
erals of the naive or stupid variety. 

But if any Communist school was held, 
as the commission claims, it is a matter 
for the FBI and not for any amateur wire 
-tappers or bush-league secret police. 
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RZCTMIXING CENTER UNDER FIRE 




Highlander Director Says School 
Not Communist, But in Same Field 
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the school W ever -b#i any 
-. JrttfeKft* BWim^Bgn,^. * 
"I got a passport "lo-f^'HlWln- 
*>pe this past summer," be said. 
5 had to sign an affidavit say- 
feg I was never a Communist to 
fet the passport." 
CHorton explains the FBI inves- 
fgations by saying, "We're in the 
.same field the Communists are 
fc>— we just use different meth- 
ods." Asked to elaborate, he 
said; 

J "They say they are interested 
fc social equality. We're interest- 
ed in social equality.' 1 
•; Highlander hit "the, headlines 
p-o months ago when the Geor- 
gia Commission on Education 
published a four-page newspaper- 
size report charging that the in- 
stitution is a "Communist train- 
fog school." 

:■ * * # 



J By JACK NELSON 

^. Journal -Constitution Staff Writer 

**MONTEAGLE, Tenn., Dec. 14. 
Jboiit two miles from this moun- 
&in resort in a small institution 
Ijhere race mixers plan the fight 

against segrega/fop in the South. 
^ Its name — Highla nder Folk 
School— has an " innocuous" ring 
that' EShes i!s controversial rec- 
«■■ <-f iiH n:\emeiU in labor and 
facial strife." 

; Highlander's current activities 
are concentrated on training 
(arte numbers of whiles and Ne- 
groes to /ouch off integration at- 
tempts A 

* ^ v Jy ^J. orton ' director ana one 
Of the founders of Highlander, ac- 
knowledges that -the school has 
IJ&e.n connected ^nfh ~most inte- 
ntion attempts since the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision of 1954 
prohibiting public school, segre- 

fgrtion. Tin* - 

v . * • * 

"THE SCHOOL WAS established 
fet September, 1932, by Horton and 

Dojidld L. West, a Georgian with 
4- tosg record of affiliations with 
^pmmunist front groups. - 
f It didn't take the school long to 
establish itself as a center of con- 
troversial social philosophy. 
TOn Dec. 15, 1932, the Grundy 
County* Board of Education 
tarred -Highlander from using 
ifcunty school buildings because 
o£ alleged teaching of political 
waiter that was 'Red or Commu* 
flJSst in appearance." 
J*The school has continued under 
cjnse, surveillance by the Federal 
fiureau of Investigation and Hoi" 
^'J.Jli ; )lsejf .says, "I've been in- 
vejtf gatecf *p~ . imdh. " £he "tfW 
tws my "itcard-forS yeaw.^ 
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,j\ *irr-*m ikS»D'&&d b« 
, mjlm&t m -ate fhiag::- \ 

jwork necessary to get the infor- 
mation compiled by the Georgia 
I Commission on Education. 
T.V. Williams Jr., the commis- 
i sion's executive secretary 
jclaimed that the commission's re- 
jport on the integration workshop 
: held at Highlander over the Labor 
Day weekend was based on infor- 
mation gained by Ed Friend, a. 
state employe, who "infiltrated." 
the sessions. i 

Williams made it appear thatx 




. iortoo &aJUd tfov^Gflffia for 

t ding a ^tocflpifp)*" t» m&- 

ernor might also* be guilty el 
"planting Berry, an alleged Com- 
munist, at the school." 

"I tay 'alleged,* because he 
could be working for the FBI " 

The :£eorgi£ report showed a 
and three other ■ 

•rsons.'ni^of 4-hom j t identified .' 
as Jialpaljlelsfeia, president of ' 
Cm led rackuVefiodse Workers" o7 j 

n, who partiicpatsd^j 



£TH£ COMMISSION, set up by 

Oe Georgia Legislature to help 

B-eserve agnation, THatfe* thai 
^Jghla6der§- -"Tra ce gjixfeg ^fcns 




aifjMWfrfa. 
to\i£iB>«trtfe 

J^Sroo>,Vv- ^— , - 

ported th'at a number or" persons 
who had been connected with 
Highlander also had been connect- 
ed with organizations labeled as 
communist fronts by the House 
Ufc-AwAieaa ,-^Lcliyities Commit- 

&''.'. •'"** » - ■ ■ 



the integration sessions'were su- lC*t£?S^rl *'- '. ;~"~~ r 

per secret . jin the integration workshop as a 

Actually, the ' meetings were 'f™- St di ? cu , ssing Iabor ^on 
<*y, me meeungs were ■ expepenoe ^i iategrat><ai, *U^ed 



open to the press and were cov- \"th* eaoiirn**'* tS^L^-iTJT 
ered by Tennessee newsmen. 'ftTlSS?! * ^f^*? 6 ? 1 * 
Friend registered at the school Hl^EL 10 Pjfefeffl^fo 
as an employe of the State of [OdtegkttoT" appear to be ' 




Georgia. 

As for the subversive organiza- 
tions listed by the report which 
was signed by Gov. Marvin Grif- 
fin as commission chairman, they 
are a matter of public record and 
have been for some time, i 

* * 4 -f%**L~ 

THE GEORGIA REPORT 

I named one/known _ communist *- = 

f Abner WJ ^Berry. a Negro identi-- 

i ; fied as aTi official' of the American ' 

Communist Pary and a reporter : 

for the Baily Worker— as" being 

s in attendance at the Labor Day ; 

integration workshop. 

Horton claims he did not know 
Berry until introduced to him by 
Georgia's own Ed Friend, the 
«mntei-«ovex' , ^jigent. Berry en- 
£Ued at ttw'WIu&^ras e^cee- 
laece writer , Horton feclarajL.J 



. Jesegtegattpo. appear 
^orhmunist. monopoly/-' '. . ,.-.;, 

"The flagrant dishonesty "of the 
governor's alleged report," HeK 
ste"in said, "is apparent in a cap- 
tion appearing under a photo- 
graph which purports to identify 
me as one of a group including 
a - person said to be a Communist 
Party member by the name of 
Berry. „ ■■■"'-. 

"I don't know Berry or wheth- 
er he even appears in the pic- 
ture, for I have never met the 
man; but I do know that I am , 
not the person whom the caption 
identified as me." 

That Highlander has been ex- ] 
tremely active insorw _oi r Jhe '; 
sam£^£ekJi -as - *T5» _: $Drnmtttffe;ts ' 



JOEL HUFF i2fi M « 1958 
HIGHLANDER , FOLK SCHftor: 
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WHETHER THE •rhoo! ' jias 

tiflfty 18 a nflttrer crbestiofi-^ine 
that has hounded Highlander ever 
since that December day 25 years 
ago when it was barred from 
using local school buildings. 

During the depression, High- 
lander engaged in vigorous union 
organizing campaigns and 
brought down upon itself the 
wrath of business leaders. 
• Highlander's labor efforts soon 
became the object of a congres- 
sional investigation. And on Nov, 
30, 1942, U.S. Rep. Martin Dies, 
chairman of the • House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities, 
listed Highlander as "decidedly 
communistic ." 

THREE YEARS AGO a former 

rnmmunist testified at a hearing 
of the Senate Internal.. Security 

bwmmittee Mo . J?eW;Orleans , 
i" that BigESafrkfr wai Working 

-.- - , w --.." ,•;;,'-;.• -_-/ -r; v " : < 

M&&: cros» .cooperaiiaa -with the 

Communist Party L" , .., . 

?.. Sen. James Eastland «D-Miss.>', 

wuboomrrfittee chairman, had 
Mvles H or ton ousted from the 
same hearing after the Highland- 
er director refused to answer 
v. :;=!:<■' r .1 a m r zJPsff.) )<* o»v ski was 

• affiliated, with/the schooC Dom- 
browski. who* as been a member" 
of n u m> rows organizations 
iiibo;^ "ouijwrs.ive." was with) 
Highlander at pnp^time..^ T£^ 
' Succeeding "articles'- on High- 
lander will go into more detail 
on this hearing, previous investi- 
gations and 'the school's part in 
the turbulent labor movement. 

Highlander has no,f been with- 
out its staunch defenders, some 
of them nationally prominent. 
■t. fc ■*, m 
ON THE WALL in the office of 
Highlander's main building is a 
le'.i^r on White House stationary 
4 o Dombrowski, who was'on High- 
lander's staff from 1934 until 1942. . 
The letter begins, "My Dear Mr. 
Dombrowski: 

"i am sending you the same 
u ,i...M.n ua a bi:ui ^ou last year 
as my contribution toward a 
scholarship in the Highlander Folk 
Schooi. 

"I have had the school checked 
by people in whom I have abso- 
lute confidence and am convinced 
that the newspaper attack and 
the groups which have been op- 
posed to you are not opposed to 
you because of any Communist 
activities, but because "they are 
opposed to labor organization, 
and. therefore labor education. 
"This seems to me a most .un- 
ite ,„and shortsighted attitude 
therefore, I em — l im ing 



f» com* 4owd to tee 



m-m ,n *V 



jnyielf. 
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> *b*-4ettet **« *!***?* *Wery 
*ruly yours, Eleanor Roosevelt," 
It was dated February 1941. 
• • * , 

HORTON SAYS Mrs. Roosevelt 
still contributes to the school. "We 
got a letter from her just the oth- 
er day," he said. 

John Dewey, who was head of 
the philosophy department at Co- 
lumbia University in New York, 
was chairman of Highlander's 
Committee of Sponsors until his 
death four years ago, according 
to Horton. > 

Horton said/fthat Dewey and 
Dr. ReinholdSfNiebuhr of Union' 
Theological /seminary in ' New 
York both advised him in the) 
founding of Highlander. He stud-; 
ied under both educators. Dr. Nie- ! 
buhr still supports the Highlander, j 
Horton said that wtyile High- ; 
lander- has become accustomed to ' 
being criticized, "we've .never 
had anything as low-level as Gov. 
Griffin's smear happen to us be- 
fore." 

"But we've weathered storms 
before," Horton said. "Griffin 
ought to read the record. We've 
gone through much more effec- 
tive smear tactics than this." 

Horton said it is "dangerous 
tactics" for Griffin and other seg- 
regationists to "identify every in- 
tegration movement in the South 
as Communistic." ' , . 

* * * 
HE. SAID THE Highlander re-: 
port by the Georgia Commission 
on Education was "calcuated to 
keep people away from the school, 
but "it's .not scaring people.*',. Be 
said 60 •jaersoni attended the 
Tfcabtegivj^D^^^end. wort ' 

shop Wtbou|;h' •ifnly- i tkjpert- In- ' 
vWv ?> ■■:■ - a * ; * I 
V TheWt-ruD I effect & the ftW MjXES HORTON, DIRECTOR OF HIG HLANDE R 

«ia report has been to increase \ He &&y$*School Has No Connection With Communism 

contributions to Highlander by j . — _. . ^ — — 

three times," according to Horton. | 
*■! don't know about the long-] 

range affect," he said. "Some 

people are hesitating now to be , 
■ identified with the school because 

of the smear." 

Highlander is supported by- con- 
tributions from individuals, or- 




Staff Photo— Charlet Puah 



gaareatidns served "by the school, 
foundations and tuition. .*>»•* 

*■ ■■"■ -•- * ■-» '"":.i;-:T 
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g Higblanrter Folk School 

Red Activity Charge 
Blamed oii a Grudge 

By JACK I^ELSON / ^ 

(Second of a series of se ve^f rticles.) ^>~"" 
MONTEAGLE, Term., Dec. l&'~>Iyle£FoVlon, director of High- 
lander Fpfc'c School, claims a "per sonal grudge" prompted a former 
Communist to lie about alleged communistic activity atJhfi-SCliPot. 

Thl« is one of many explana- 
tions that Horton offers for the 
many reports linking the inter- 
| racial school to eommunisfn since 
; Highlander's establishment 25 
wars ago. Horton flatly denies 
. .-. ...- .v..^ nas ever had any- 
thing to do with communism. 

The sworn testimony that the 
school was linked to the Com- 
imunist conspiracy came from 
j PeuNgrpucjk former Tennessee 
, organizer " Tor the Communist 
party, nt. a 1953 he aring o< the 
Senate Interna! Security subcom : 
mittee in New Orleans, La. Al- 
though it is not the only lesti. 
r -.(I-,;- ,' h H ^i"..ii!(ier-Communist 
(tnk, it certainly is some of the 
most pointed. £>i .<(..#<.%+> 

Hoc to u *as ousted from this 
same hearing because he refused 
tr answer a question He tried to 
read a prepared statement in- 
stead, tut Se; j. James Eastland 
ID-Mi ss i , subcommitte e chair- 
ir.an, ordered him removed from 
the hearing room. '"*■"" 

Sen. Eastiand told The Atlanta 
Ccnsiitutjcn that the Department 
of Justice found that Crouch's 



Borton data* that Crouch's 
UlMiiMilj .*b**t ^alleged JDwn - 
munist activities ' was So '"■weak 
and full of holes" that the De- 
partment of Justice, dropped sev- 
eral eases it bad based on his 
testimony 

Thomas K. Hall, criminal sec- 
tion chief of the internal security 
division, Department of Justice, 
told The Atlanta Constitution: 

"No criminal cases have been 
dropped by this division for that 
reason." 

On the contrary- Crouch's testi- 



tesiimony "fitted in" with the de- 
partment's investigations. "The 
department's invest, gation has 
' .ck^d up his testimony," East- 
land declared. 

Crouch has died since the hear- 
ing, i ,„$.,. ' < 



til. 



■~ntr 



^Croucb wu ■ itupid 
Artm mid. "jad taenia les 
about Highlander because of some- 
thing that happened back about 
1935. 

"A Daily Worker reporter in- 
terviewed me when Crouch first, 
came to Tennessee to try to or- ' 
■ ganize TVA (Tennessee Valley 
, Authority) workers. The reporter 
; asked me about Crouch, what I 
thought about him. ; 

HORTON'S EXPLANATION 

! "I told him that I didn't want , 
| to be put in the position of ad-j 
• vising the Communist Party about 
i what to do, but I said, *You ought 
f to have an organizer who is at 
least half as intelligent as the peo- 
ple he's trying to organize'^" 

Horton claims that this remark 
instilled in Crouch a hatred that 
caused him to smear Highlander 
at the hearing. 



r 



- jy .in* ***n? *j" 
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At any rate, 'Crouch testified 
that Highlander was "a school 
. . . ostensible as an Independent 
labor school, but actually working 
in close cooperation with the Com- 
munist Party." 



fc^Crouch testified that Jarqes A. 

mony was considered important *5 omDrowski was an instructor at 
fo Communist conspiracy case 
convictions under the Smith Act 
in St. Louis, Honolulu Seattle and 
Philadelphia, according to Hall. 

The Philadelphia case was re- 
versed by the Supreme Court in 
light of the Yates decision in a 
conspiracy case in California. Ap- 
peals in the other three cases are 
pending. 

(In the Yates decision, rendered 
June 17, 1957, the court held that 
the Smith Act was aimed at the 
advocacy and teaching of con- 
crete actions for the forcible over- 
throw of the government and not 
of principles divorced from ac- 



igwander from about 1937 until 
some time in the '40s. Dombrow- 
ski, a graduate of A 1 1 a n t a's 
Emory University, is executive di- 
rector of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, which was the 
central subject of the subcommit- 
tee hearing. Tt+*** &-# Q^fy- 

TELLS OP MEETING 

Asked if Dombrowsld accepted 
Communist Party discipline, 
Crouch testified: 

"Yes, sir; to the extent that all 
instructions that were given him 
by the subcommittee by the dis- 
trict bureau of Tenessee (of the 



tion. In failing to point out this Communist Party) were carried 
difference, the. trial judge's .charge .-out by Dr. Dombrowski ..regard- 
to the fury was drfectifa, the fog fte administration of the High? 
fpurt ruled.) „-..._ .; J lander Folk School *>„* ;- 



iDnoA testified ** In *•*-%* 
met at Highlander wUh Horton, 
Dombrowski and Jfflffi ffifq the 
Nashville organizer *c? the Com- 
rounist Party and later Crouch's 
successor as Tennessee organizer. 
Also present for part of the meet- 
ing, Crouch testified, was Franz 
Daniel, trade union organizer and 
a Socialist 

Crouch testified that he stated 
at the meeting that the Commu- 
nist Party "was anxious to get 
the maximum results from the 
Highlander Folk School without 
endangering Mr. Horton or any- 
one. . . » 

DANGER TO FUNDS 

•"The results to which I re- 
ferred," Crouch explained, "were 
if it were to become public knowl- 
edge that the Highlander Folk 
School was cooperating too close- 
ly with the Communist Party and 
carrying on too much open Com- 
munist propaganda that it would 
endanger its funds and its support 
and the Communist Party recog- : 
nized that this would be harmful . 
to the school and the party.** j 

Crouch said the purpose of the ! 
meeting was "to work out a plan j 
by which the Daily Worker would | 
be purchased by the school.** { 

He tes tified the _Communlstj 

newspaper "would he made *c- \ 
cessible to the students, that; 
everywhere possible "the instruc- 
tors should refer to the Daily 
Worker, to news that had come 
in it, to encourage the students 
to read it, and it was agreed that 
the Communist Party should have 
a student, a leader, sent there 
as a student whose Job, it would- 
be to look around for prospective j 
recruits and Mildred^nite, new 
in Washington, D.C,*was selected 
to attend the Highlander Folk' 
' School for the purpose of recruit-. 
' tag for the Communist Party and 
1 carrying fhe 0»nmn B ia t-gae<y» 
jlise among **»• Mudaot body 
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JtOTES HORTON £ V *" t '.,'. 

"You said it was agreed?" 
Crouch was asked. "Who 
agreed?" 

Crouch replied: "Mr. Horton 
and Mr. Dombrowski." 

Crouch testified that at the 
same meeting he asked Horton 
about joining the Communist 
Party. He quoted Horton, "as 
near as I can recall bis words," 
as replying: 

"I'm doing you Just as much 
good now as I would if I were a 
member of the Communist Party. 
l aiij often asked if I am a Com- 
munist Party member and I al- 
ways say no. I feel much safer 
in- having no fear that evidence 
might be uncovered to link me 
Iwith the Communist Party, and 
i therefore I prefer not to become 
1 a member of the Communist 
Partv." ]Cj^ fj£> ituH 

i DOUGLASVlLLE^S'tFEST (**?. 

I A«kfd if Do^^Vest, a Georgian 
now ii\ing near Douglasville, had 
anything to do with Highlander, 

previously had. Rev. Don 
West and Myles Horton were the 

. original founder* of the High- 
lander Folk School but the Rev. 
l;..r> West had ear her left ... to 
become, first, Socialist state sec- 
j-f-lary for Georgia; then, my as- 
sistant in North Carolina in the 
Conrnunist Party as- district 
trade union director of the Com- 
munist Party; then, as Kentuc. 
state organizer for the Comrfiu 
nist Party; and now I understand 
:? t. nrltor for Mr. Aubrej^Vil- 
iiams' paper. . ' ' 

iVuiliams, who publishes the 

1 S ■■.■;V_ti» Farm and Home maga- 

1 --ipp in Montgomery, Ala.., is a 

, L.onber of Highlander'! execu-1 
.. ai.cil. He has been affiliat- 

' ed with many organizations la- 
beled "subversive" by the House 

j Committee m Un-American :4c* 

, U.ities.) 

»■ . - ..- , *>- -._, -,V, %~ . ;_/. 
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C: v.ich _ testified; 
"He previously 



1DAILT WORSES' I I w: 

V Crouch testified that * Mm 
agreed at the meeting that the 
Daily Worker would be car- 
ried where all the students would 
be able to see it, "and I was 
later informed by Mjldced. While 
that this was done and that there 

! was considerable reading of the 
Daily Worker." . 

I When Horton took the stand at 
the hearing. Sen. Eastland asked 

i him if Mildred Whit* had attend- 
ed Highlander. 

"If she did it was many years 
ago and I have no list of students 
but if she attended she did not at-, 
tend as a Communist party mem- 
ber," Horton replied. 

"We accept no students from 
the Communist party and never 
have," Horton testified. 

He balked when asked M Dom- 



browski was affiliated wim High 
lander. -. 

: "Couldn't I give my reasons; 
why I don't want to answer?". 
Horton Inquired. 1 

EASTLAND OBJECTS * 

I Eastland replied that he did not | 

; want "reasons," only an answer, | 

; and when Horton persisted and '. 

■ tried to read a statement, East-| 

land declared, "We are not going 

to have any self-serving declare- ; 

tions." " 

On Eastland's orders, a federal 
Marshal removed Horton from 
the hearing room. 

Horton says the reason he re- 
fused to answer questions con- 
cerning Dombrowski was that, 
"I'm not going to be an in- 
former." 

In the 5% -page prepared state- 
ment that Horton never got to 
read to the subcommittee, he 
blasted the committees of Sen. 
McCarthy and Rep. Velde, ac- 
cusing thein of using undemo- 
cratic methods "under the guise 
a of .fighting communism ■"-^-T r --«w|- 
I The statement also criticised 
Eastland"* sub-committee. * 



I 



SCHOOL INTEGRATHSC .V -' ffi ffB 
Integration of Qm public 
schools, said Horton in bis stat£ 
ment, would "spectacularly re- 
fresh the Democratic thesis 
everywhere." And be added, **I 
suppose that in the eyes of some 
of the members of this commit- 
tee, opposition to segregation is 
'subversive.' " 

Another witness at the hearing, 
John/ Butler. identified as a for- 
mer "functionary of the Commu- 
n'st Party in Alabama, testified 
he attended a meeting of Com- 
munist Party leaders in July of 
1942 in the Birmingham hotel 
room of James Dombrowski 

Butler testified that Dombrow- 
ski was introduced to him as a 
;.ommunist Berty member. But- 
ler swore/tne introduction was 
by AltojS.awrence, who in No- 
vember, 'lSfe6,~waS Indicted on a 
'■'>arge of conspiring to file a 
false non - Communist affidavit 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board. As a labor union official, 
^awrence was required to file a 
non • Communist affidavit with 
NLRB. 
-Lawrence also was a member 



of the Highlander faculty during 
t|e school's early days, r, .">•„•'•' 

N.C. MEETING 
On Aug. 13, 1938, JohnPTTTey, 

piesident of Metal Tr'SOeTTDepart- 
ment of the AFL, testified before 
the Dies Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican. Activities, and named 
Aiton Lawrence and Myles Hor- 
ton as persons who "attended a 
secret convention in North Caro-j 
hna, at which time plans were] 
made for spreading the revolu-l 
ticnary theories throughout the 1 
South." - 1 

"In connection with this," Frey 
testified, "I might mention that 
the Highlander Folk School at 
Monteagle. Tenn., was mixed up 
in this secret convention, in which , 
ti-ese CIO organizers took a very 
prominent part." 

In Tuesday's Atlanta Con- 
stitution: What Jiighlajideu^ 
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l7 * The statement said £»e can- 
/ mission was created by the 

Georgia Legislate in 1953 for 
, the purpose of uncovering " /. . 
k master plan, Soviet inspired! 
pehind the raciaJ incidents so 
Widespread today." 

The statement quoted the com- 
mission as saying, "During 
Labor Day weekend, 1957, there 
assembled at Highlander the 
leaders of every major race in- 
cident in the South . . ." 

Attendance Increased 
The statement said, "The sem- 
inar attacked by Gov. Griffin 
was one of a series of work- 
shops, each from one to six 
weeks in duration, held by High- 
lander since 1953 to develop 
plans and leaders for an order- 
ly peaceful transition from seg- 
regated to integrated schools." 
. The statement said, "That this 
kind of irresponsible demogogu- 
ery is obviously designed to in- 
tensify the difficulties confront- 
ing decent Southerners who 
might otherwise give leadership 
in the adjustment necessary for 
the desegregation which is in- 
evitable." 

Horton said, "although a 
demogogue like Gov. Griffin may 
not comprehend the practice of 
brotherhood as a matter of 
principle, even he should be able 
to understand the tremendous 
damage segregation is doing to 
our prestige abroad and the 
manner in which the Commu- 
nists are forging anti-American 
propaganda weapons out of the 
South'* undemocratic practices. 
Horton said that attendance at 
Highlarider workshops has in- 
creased as • result of Griffin's 
attack. || 
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Folk School 

OnplMriNirmtMwMM 

MONTEAGLE. Tetra., Dec. 24 
—A statement purportedly 
signed by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
and others, dese^tfeing attacks on 
the controversia l i g h 1 a n d e r, 
Folk School as a "Communist-in- 



spired and ley institution, has 
been made public by School Di-* 
rector Myles Horton. 

The statement, dated last Fri- 
day, bore the typewritten signa- 
tures of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt; 
Lloyd K. Garrison, former dean 
of the University of Wisconsin 
Law School; Msgr. John O'- 
Grady, national Conference of 
Catholic Charities, and Dr. Reinh- 
nold Neibuhr, Protestant theo- 
logian. 

Commission Assailed 

The statement attacked a pub- 
lication by the Georgia Commis- 
sion of Education which alleged 
ihe school during last Labor Day 
weekend was host to "the lead- 
ers of every major race incident 
in the South 

Gov. Marvin Griffin of Geor- 
gia was charged with "irre- 
sponsible demagoguery" in . a 
statement by Dr. Niebuhr at Un- 
ion Theological Seminary. 

Griffin's Commission on Edu- 
cation was severely criticized 
lor adopting the "dangerous 
technique" of charging those 
who attended a seminar on "The 
South Thinking Ahead" at the 
Highlander Folk School were 
Communist inspired and led. 
Formed la U5S 

The governor defended the 
commission's attack on the 
school and its criticism on the 
Interracial meeting, saying ""the 
pictures of activities and the 
documentation of those who par- 
ticipated in the folk school speak 
for themselves." 

The statement said, "... We 
deem it morally indefensible for 
any man or group to inflict upon 
such institutions as Highlander 
and upon such individuals as the 
respected leaders, both white 

id Negro, who attended the 

ibor Day seminar, the damage 

reputation and position which 
lay result from wide distnpu- 

»n of this slanderous mate 

The statement referred 
four-page' publication now b*ig 
distributed bearing the imprint 
Af the Georgia Commisafea -e* 
Educate*. . jtfc^fc 2 ^ab±<*A . • «* 
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Highlander Friends Rap 
Critics of Racial Plans 

*0 MOrgJEA fiT iFl Tfinn UP> — Director Myles Horton of the 

^•^ Highlajider Folk Sc hool has made public a statement strongly" 
" criticizing attacks on the institution as .a "Communist-inspired 
and led" school. The statement, dated last Friday, bore the type- 
written signatures of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Lloyd G. Garrison,. 
, former dean of the University of Wisconsin Law School; Msgr. 
* John O ' Grady. National Confer-] ; :.-.:■■ . , «■ " ~ i 



ence of "Catholic Charities, and 
Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, Protes- 
tant theologian. . k 

The statement attacked a 
publication by the Georgia Com- 
mission of Education in which 
it was alleged the school during 
last Labor Day weekend was 
host to "the leaders of every 
major race incident In the 
South. ..." 

Georgia Gov. Marvin Griffin 
is chairman of the 23-member 
rom mission, which was formed 
fay the 1953, Legislature to seek 
means of preserving segrega- 
tion. 

"The seminar attacked by 
Gov. Griffin was one of a aeries 
of workshops, each from one to 
six weeks in duration, held by 
Highlander since 1953 to de- 
velop plans and leaders for ah 
orderly, peaceful transition from 
segregated to integrated 
schools," the three-page state- 
ment said. 

STRIFE PLOT SEEN" 

T. V. Williams Jr., executive 
secretary of the Georgia com- 
mission, said last October « 
state undercover agent had "in- 
filtrated" the Labor Day meeH 
ing. Williams charged that the 
meeting was set up to "discuss 
methods and tactics of precipi- 
tating racial strife and tension." 

The commission was told that 
s number of persons accused by 
Georgia Atty. Gen. Eugene Cook 
oi having Communist *ym- 
.. .-..iJ alf illations had at- 
tended the seminar. It charged 
that the seminar constituted & 
"Communist training school." 
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Horton 
statement' 



was ^guoiea 
as Trying, 



in me 
"High- 



lander takes nride, arid assumes 
full responsibility for the dis- 
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cussion leaders. Highlander did 
not and does not welcome en- 
rollment of anyone with, a to- 
talitarian philosophy whether 
from the extreme right or ex- 
treme left In. these troubled 
times, nothing but more trouble 
can come from the White, Citi- 
zens Councils and the Commu- 
nist Party's infiltration into 
groups earnestly seeking a 
democratic solution to our prob- 
lem. Both are morally bankrupt 
and have nothing -to offer. ... -" 
The statement said, "We deem 
It morally indefensible for any 
jnen or group to inflict upon 
such institutions as Highlander 
and upon any such individuals, 
both white and Negro, who at- 
tended the Labor Day seminar, 
the damage to reputation and 
position which may result from 
the wide distribution of this « 
slanderous materal. ...:.__ 
U.S. TRESTIGE' ] : 

"Although a demagogue like 
Governor Griffin may not com- 
prehend the practice of brother- 
hood as a matter of principle, 
even he should be able to under- 
stand the tremendous damage 
segregation is doing to our pres- 
tige abroad and the manner in 
which the Communists' are forg- 
ing anti-American material out 
of the South's undemocratic 
practices." 

• Among those attending .the 
Labor Day seminar were the 
Rev. Martin Luther King, leader 
of the Montgomery, Ala., bus 
boycott* Dr. Alonzo Moron, 
president of Hampton Institute; 
Charles Gomillion, dean of stu- 
dents" at Tuskegee, Ala., ilnsti- 
tute, and Prof. John Hope II of 
Fisk University. ■ - " : 

— Williams said, in his report 
there "were also at the seminar 
"representative leaders of the 
Tuskegee boycott, the Tallahas- 
see, Fla., bus incident; the 
South Carolina-NAACP school 

' teachers incident, the Koinonia 
interrracial f a r m, ^ Americus, 
Ga., and the Clinton, Tenn., 
school incident, among others." 
Highlander was founded 25 
years ago with the announced 
goal of "creating leadership for 
democracy." Horton, native of 
Savannah, Tenn., and graduate 

of Cumberland University, has 
been Its director since its found- 
ing. ■-.-.. 
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Of RaceJntegralionHubl _ f^ 

..' . /T «-*-* -TTrnskeeee Institute. 'Ala.; MfflL \ 
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>T hree Attantiarf are *«tod» 

i^^r yolk School' s 26-mem- 
. r executive counciT They are 

Dean B. A^^l^f 
house WWe^sTJ-rg^ 
shon,* 1590 Haryafa-JftdNE,. wd 
TnrTfir^ean^ton of tha At- 
la^taUrban TfeagSeT 

Also named as council mem- 
bers on Highlander's current list ^ ^ 



Mrs. neien »»»=. *~*; — „- . i 
leiTCblum-Bfa, TO.; M%^- 
— ' Charlotte^neTV*.r 



folk School; Dean Charie?*iemil- 
Uon of TuskegeTThstitute, 

CT K.5PatHajwy. ^«S r ? tary ' 
tf^sureTof UPWA-m Chicago 
111.; Mrs^ John.EttaN^ayd of 

Nashvffle.JpV. „,..,#„„, 

Dr. JohnSiope.^ W? 

versity; Nashville: Mtfeljgorton 

Tof Highlander Folk SchooT.^au 
Jenkins, Charleston S.C.; . l^i 
Lewjs^n es, Rural Life CounoL f, 



Tuskegee Institute, Ala. , MjlJ 
Sffleacham;^ew York, N.YT 

vaT?roO.>** ier . c «i. Alab f^T 
state College, Montgomery*-* 1 ***-*' 
SLEuge^mathei^.C^v^. 

Term f Dr/?. A^te pheng, Chat- 

m^ttorney, Nashville; j^L- 
ttorhburgV' associate editor a L. 
EasT^eTinessee .Labor News, „ 
Xnoxville. 
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noxvuie. - , _. * 

Mrs. ArnettsTWaUace, Chicago, 

1 : WrrTSSfBiter "secretary, .of 

ir'tfhftKoffl oT "Railroad Train- 

' IrtfenT Uxington: **»■: A!gEg 

v Williams, publisher -'of Soumern 

' TarmTapd Hqfhe\ Montgomery, 

Ala.: <Aar1eVJffjlson. Tennessee i 

represerTfaTrTr-or^nteiriational 

Union of Mine, MiU and Smelter 

Workers, Columbia, Tenn., and 
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workers, uuuhwwi A "^r\ — 
Mrs. Geor£j», Takoma 
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Terfuming' Highlander Schooi- 



isH: 



The wft»Ai»hw fflfrfrlflTnW WVtllr K^KaM 

atop the Cumberland Mountains at 
Monteagle, Tenj^^ headed by a man who 
"H's "Vriecord of activity in a Communist 

front organization, has added to its un- 
savory reputation in recent months by 
ft* advocacy of forced integration upon 
tie South and its use as a meeting 
ground for integration^ figures who 
have been leaders in the scattered racial 
Ssturbances that have occurred. ' 

=As a result of the kind of activity it 
tats promoted and the individuals it has 
encouraged, Highlander has gotten itself 
charged by the Georgia Education Com- 
mission with having held on Labor Day 
5f this year a "Communist training 
Ehool." ■ ' - 

r The activities of Highlander Folk 
School have been widely publicized by 
newspaper accounts of the meeting and 
by a special publication of the Georgia 
Education Association. 

Apparently stung sharply by the at- 
tention he has gotten, Myles Horton, 
director of the school and who, inci- 
dentally, once had to be forcefully ejected 
from a hearing of the Senate Internal 



Security Subcommittee because of his 
misconduct, has released a statement 
"strongly condemning" attacks on High- 
lander Folk ^School as a "Communist 
training school." 

The statement Is issued over signa- 
tures which will add no luster to the 
school's reputation. They include those 
of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Theologian 
• Reinhoi^N iebuhr, Msgr. JohrfflD Grad; 
oT the Nsftionat^Con^rence > of uatKoffc 
Charities, and Lloyd Rj parrison ^former" 
dean of the tXmversft\ of Wisconsin 
Law School. — ■ ^ " 

t Mrs. Roosevelt, it will be remembered,^ 
gave money to the left-wing Highlander , 
Bchool. . ■ 

Reinhold Niebuhr happens to be on 
the list of Highlander's original .spon- 
sors, i 

It would appear Mrs. Roosevelt and 
Dr. Niebuhr might be interested in per-" 
fuming the school to protect themselves l 
from the adverse inference upon them 
for their connections with it. 

But instead of Camouflaging the dis- 
reputable "nature of Highlander Folk 
School, the | signers of the statement 
have si mplyi reflected upon themselves. 
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r eTfijhlander Folk School a t Montr 
eagl e,^enn.,~ has earned its bad reputa- 
tion over a 1 long period of years as a 
result of its leftwing programs, the 
Communist-front taint of its leadership 
4md the disgraceful conduct of school 
leaders when called upon by congres- 
sional committees to answer Justified 
• questions about its operations. 
1 , More ' recently, attention has been 
Centered Wj Highlander Folk School be- 
cause of. its emphasis on forcing racial 
Integration and the accompanying de- 
terioration of harmony and disruption 
■of good will upon .the South. It is a 
gathering place for leaders in agitation 
of racial Issues. When criticism arises, 
the school has always been able to 
a r-pnnr u pTm statements of defense from 



a clique of leftwing "do-gooders" whose 
prominent positions in various fields 
have been tarnished by their misuse of 
them in this and "similar respects. 

It is not at all surprising, but Is, 
noteworthy, that one of Highlander's 
integration workshops this year will be 
addressed* by none other than, Mrs.. 
TT.^QTmrJ^RAnapyfit, Mrs. RooseVelTs 
"name long has . been linked with the 
school, she having been one of its early 
contributors and sponsors. 

Mrs. Roosevelt's participation in the 
Highlander Folk -School program will 
not raise either its reputation or hers. 
But considering both the school's record 
and Mrs. Roosevelt's record, their new 
association will probably damage 
neither, since both -already have sunk 
so low. 
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~Nff Place for a UT Professor 

Announcement that Mrs. » Eleanor gration" was set. The first name on the" 
j Roosevelt would participate in a racial list of schedukd participants Is '2ro»- 
Integration conference at the notorious f esswFrancis/Manis, University ofJTen- ' 
(Vj. Hig hlander Folk School at Monteagle , "lessee" ScSool of SociaT WorK^^roJf ~ 
j ;j*eKb., came' a"s 'WTBUf prise detpTtS&gu— ^tanls** name appears again on the 
«r *?Wll fl unist'f ront taint of the school. Highlander program as a participant 

But Tennesse'ans ■ should be not only 
I surprised ppt' indignant to note that a 
t professor i&: the University of Tennes- 
■ see School of Social Work also is par- 

' ticipating in the Highlander integration Jnessee and wloseitax money supports 

i propaganda. I the functions w that institution should 

"A Calendar of Events" distributed f be concerned to find its good name as- 

'by Highlander Folk School shows that J sociated with a pro-integration confer- 

on Marc h 22-23 a planning, session for J ence anywhere— and especially at th* 

'^""""Workshop on Citizenship and Inte-' disreputable Highlander Folk School. 



in the integration conference scheduled 
for May 2-3-4, 

The people of Tennessee, who have 
great pride in the University of Ten- 
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Highlander Sdrooh 
Proposal Revised 

Mew Measure ' Provides 
Funds For Investigation 






From Th« tomaetciii App*»J 
KMhvUle Bur**« 

NASHVILLE, Feb. 5.— Repre- 
sentative Harry Lee Senter of 
Bristol said Monday he expects 
a revised »esolution calh>g '<w 
an investigation of the High- 
lander Folk School at Montea'gle 
to be introduced in the Legisla- 
ture Tuesday. 

Such a resoluiton was adopted 
in both Senate and House last 
week but was recalled by Sen- 
ator Barton Dement so tiae state 
Attorney General could study it 
and> suggest amendments. " 

Mr. Senter said the Tevised 
resolution will provide that the 
speaker of each house will 
chcfcse members of the investi- 
gative committee and that an 
appropriation of between $5,000 
and $10,000 be granted to . fi- 
nance the inquiry. : 

In other action relative to 
Highlander, the controversial 
school's director, Myles Horton, 
has mailed a letter to the reso- 
lution's sponsors re-affirming 
his invitation to the lawmakers 
to visit and investigate the in- 
stitution. 

The letter— a copy of which 
was sent, to Gov. Buford Elling- 
ton—said Highlander's reputa- 
tion ha* been damaged by pub- 
licity given the resolution and 
called for "A decisive and un- 
equivocal report; one that either 
|su instantiates the charges made 
'by the Attorney General of Ar- 
iiraw«a« *h»f Highlander is fub- 
"ffewnuie^or one that cWllll lh* 
[school and Tennessee." fr ' 
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l^fewanee Educators] 
Defend Highlander 

Communism Charge Called Unfair; 
House Approves Probe Resolution 



inffo fr- Enlk sch ool is dedi- 
cated to democracy and the charge 
that it nourishes communism la 
unjustified and unfair. 15 educa- 
•s said in a letter to Gov. Bu- 
d Ellington yesterday. 
Fourteen of the group are pro- 
ctors— one retired—at the Uni. 
erstty of the South, Sewanee. 
ht 15th is a member of the 



<£F 



faculty ef fit. Andrews school 
for boys, *n Episcopal high 
school, near Monteagle. 

Governor Ellington said the let- 
;er had been received but with- 
held comment at this time. His 
•eacticjr came as a resolution call- 
ing for an investigation of the 
ichool was adopted by the house 
— r jf representatives yesterday by a 
^ I vote of 74 to 4. It was sent to 
the senate where action may cone 
, today. That would require tus- 
| pension of the rule*. 
Only 2 Fight 'Probe 

The resolution to probe the 
school, located in Grundy county,; 
provides for $5,000 to pay two at- 
torneys to conduct the investiga- 
tion. -It also" provides that the 
speakers, instead of the governor, 
shall appoint members of the in-l 
vestigatlng committee. Only floorj 
opposition came from Rep. Q^Jj.\ 
^TAderJiold of Etowah and Rap. Fejs- 
*f *i tin O ff Bt tlty Jr.. of Nashville., ! 
"We're wasting $5*000," said 
.Aderhold. "This thinp. will tie 
(worthless. Let the Tennessib 
jBureau of Investigation Investi- 
gate the school." ~ jj 
JBailey said the school has belln , 
ivestigated three times "and it| 
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items to me that all we're dol 
isflspendlng $5,000 to prove we' 
patriotic Americana.'.' 

{Rep. Harry Lee Senter of Br^ 
toll author of the Resolution, de- 
clared : 

"How long are we going to let 
the left-wingers, the Commu- 
nists, the do-gooders, and the 
one-wortdert take over?" The 
director of the school ha* of- 
fered to open :the doors of his 
dreamland to ut. 
. * "He ha* challenged us to put 
up or shut up. I'm not _ with* 
drawing from anything, but wo 
| will investigate his school in our 
own good tim» and at our con- 
venience. Our central purpose is 
i to root out that which is •vil." 
j Voting against the resolution 
\ (were Aiierhold, Bailey, Bep. Gene 
' v^McIIwain of Hartsviile and Bep. 
-•f . Robert c/rayior of Nashville. 
I "We .l&ve found the spirit of 
Highlander to bo wholeheartedly 
dedicated to the /Tree institutions 
of democracy," the educators* let- 
ter to Ellington said, "and we be- 
lieve that Myles Horton, founder 
I of the school, and his director of 
[education are devoted to American 
I i&eaJs." » 

i WThe letter to Ellington 
IslJVned by tnes« teachers at 
Ivftsity of Ihe South: 

5pr. C. F. Allison, professo 
'theology; Dr. Scott Bates, asslst- 
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an± professor of French; Dr. 8trs£- 
toll Buck, professor of modern la i- 
gujlges; Dr. Ben F. Cameron Jt ., 
diifector or admissions; th« Bd r . 
WHford O. Cross, professor of th y 
olJfey; Dr. Bobert A. Degen, asso- 
ciate professor of economics; Mar- 
vin E. Goodstein. associate profes- 
sor of economics. , 

Dr. James M. Grimes, head of 
the history department; Dr. Wil- 
liam B. Guenther, assistant profes- 
sor of the department of chem- 
istry; D. Charles Harrison, retired 
dean and head of the English de-, 
partment; Eugene M. Kayden, re- 
tired professor of economics, for- 
merly head of that department; 
Dr. Malcolm Owen, head of the de- 
partment of biology; David E. Un- 
derdown, professor in department 
of history and the Bev, Vesper O 
Ward, professor In the school of 

The* Rev. Donald E. Chapman, 
he member of the St. Andrews 
Vol faculty who signed the b 

I of Utter to Governor , 
ie letter to Ellington follow* 
Over a period of years we resi- 
dent* of gewanee have on numer- 
ous occasions visited tbe High- 
lander Folk school. Our visits have 
Included seminars as well as ad- 
dresses and Informal chats. As a 
result we believe that we know the 
character ot the school and the 
people who run it We should uke 
to share our impressions and opin- 
ions with you, in view of the im- 
pending legislative investigation 
of Highlander. . 

"The heart of the proposed in- 
vestigation mppe*ra to be an al- 
legation by some that Highlander 
engages in "Subversive actlvi- 
ties," specifically that it propa- 
gates the Communist ideology 
and puts that ideology into prac- 
tical application in Tennessee 
and other ttates. »t Ji our con- 
viction that this charge Is Un- 
justified and unfair. On the con- 
trary, w« hava found the spirit 
' ef Highlander to be wholeheart- 
edly dedicated to the free insti- 
tution* of democracy, and we be- 
lieve that Myles Norton and hi* 
1 rector of education are devote" 
American ideal*. The stmo 
here ef the school is relax* 
id open with complete Treedo 
mf opinion and with no *9»- 
lins' either overt_or_ eubtie. 



"WVtrust that no official or of- 
ficial body of the state of Ten- 
n/sssee would countenance jne 
nftive and pernicious notion ttat 
pttsons who do not accept raeiai 
segregation as an ideal axe tt*e- 
faFe Communists. In the woBW 
i struggle for the minds of men In 
'many nations around the world 
communism is using racial «egre~ 
gation in the United States M « 
powerful weapon against us. What, 
a tragic Irony If our own "Wrta, 
to combat communism should eup- 
press freedom and democracy at 
home while .lmultaneouily 
strengthening communism abroad 
That is where the real struggle U 
going on. .-.-_■ 

"We realize that some who have 
no first hand acquaintance with,, 
Highlander may question what we 
have said about it This is espe- 
cially likely during this time of 
uncertainty in world affairs when 
social pressure toward conformity 
Is great. It adds to our belief that- 
it is our responsibility to share our 
observations with others In ttiie 

• ; M r the Chief executive of An- 
■ssee you must ™rely welcdtae 
am statements from all res|flm- 
,1« citizens. Since this is a pnb- 
« matter we feel free to addrew 
«mi with an open letter 
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Red C/iorges Piled C/pin^ 
Old Highlander Inquiry 

But Star Witness is Dead Now And 
No Action Trailed Senate Probe 

By MILTON BRITTEN, The Press-Scimitar Bureau 
WASHINGTON.— If dead men could talk, a five- 
man investigating: committee of the Tennessee Legis- 
lature would probably insist on looking up one Paul 
Crouth, a self-confessed, Moscow-trained former Com- 
munist. 

The committee Is envisaged >rganizer at the school, 
by a legislative resolution call- c^ch tald he had bwn a 
ing for a probe\° f reports that partv member 17 years before 
the mter-ractaragWaadfirJ&lk ie became disillusioned in 3942, 
School near Monteagle, Tenn., ^ am j five years later told 
TS" "subversive." <Tb* Jioxtse $\\ t o the FBI. 
passed t/ie resolution yesterday Hesaid be had been a mem- 
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by a 7-4-7 vote.) 

In March of 1954 Crouch was 
a star witness during three-day 
Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee hearings on the 
Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, Inc., in which 
testimony about the Highlander 
Folk School and its director, 
jMyles Horton, figured promi- 
nently. 

Research director for the Sen- 
ate subcommittee, Ben Mandel, 
says Crouch died of natural 
causes a couple years ago. At 
the 1&54 hearings he told of a 
1940 meeting at Highlander 
while he. Crouch, was .still a 
party member. He said it was 
agreed to plant a Cbmmun/st 
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ber of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party, a 
member of the negro trade 
union and agricultural commis- 
sions of the party and had 
been Tennessee -district organ- 
izer for the party, with head- 
quarters in Knoxville. 

Crouch, a white man, said he 
had been trained in Moscow in 
Communist techniques of espi- 
onage, sabotage, propaganda. 
At the time of his testimony he 
said he was employed by the 
U. S. Immigration Service in 
Honolulu. 

Crouch said those present at 
the 1940 meeting at Highlander 
included besides Horton and 
himself Dr. James A. Dombrow- 
ski of New Orleans, director of 
the Southern Conference Educa- 
tional Fund, and "Ed McCrea, 
Nashville organizer of the Com- 
munist Party, a member of the 
bureau, and later my successor 
as Tennessee organizer , , 

Southern fund 

The Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund was identified as 
off-shoot of ihe Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare, 
sjjwhich Crouch said got its origi- 
Ih- nal financing from the Commu- 
nist Party and which was cited 
during the '40s by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
as a "Communist front." Donv 
browski said at the hearings he 
wasn't a Communist, never had 
been and had never been und*r 
Communist discipline. He said 
he had taught at Highlander 
about 1936. 

Asked about the 1940 meeting 
at Highlander. Crouch told the 
committee: "At this occasion I 
stated the Communist Party 
was anxious to get tfa&maximum 
results froi w^'flJeHighlander 
Folk School without endangering 
Mr. Horton or anyone „ . *.„ 
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"The purpose of flie confer-P 
ence wafcJajKpjk but a plan by 
which the Daily Worker would 
be purchased by the school, be 
marie accessible to students, 
and everywhere possible in-. 
6tructors should refer to the 
Daily Worker, said Crouch. 

"And it was agreed that the 
Communist Party should have 
a leader, sent there as a stu- 
dent, whose job it would be to 
look around for prospective re- 
cruits, and Mildred White was 
selected . . .** 

Crouch said Horton and Dom- 
browski agreed to this. He said 
he sdso asked Horton to become 
"a formal member of the Com- 
munist Party." 

Horfon's SJtf* 

Horton later told the aubeqm 
mittee he didn't know if "Mil- 
dred White" ever attended High- 
lander or not. "If she did," he 
added, "she was sent by a 
union, not by the Communist 
Party. We accept no students 
from tiie Communist Party and 
never have." 

Horton later issued a press 
statement saying he wasn't and 
never had been a Communist 

Mandel said today he doesn't 
know the whereabouts now of 

Mildred White." The subcom- 
mittee after its hearings recom- 
mended the attorney general 
present the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund case to the 
Subversive Activities Control 
Board for hearing. 

SACB said today tine Justice 
Department never did this. The 
attorney general'* list of sub- 
versive organizations doesn't in- 
clude the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. Nor does it 
j < include Highlander Folk School. 

Siwantt Profs 
Say 'Unfair* 

tt coiw rnm tat*tmu*m3 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.— Fourteen 

professors at University of the 

South at Sewanee, in a letter 

;o Gov. Buford Ellington, were 

reported to have said charges 

against controversial Highlander 

Folk School are unfair. Elling- 

fuillton confirmed the letter had 

cor/been received but did not com- 

sejment on it* 
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Group Named 
For Inquiry 
Into School 

From Th«t:omn)erct*l Appe»l 
Nuhviiie Buretu 

Nawvn..LE, Feb. 12. — A 
.legislative investigating com- 
Imittee was appointed Thursday 
shortly after the Governor 
signed a resoluticri"£aIIing for 
an inquiry into- the ^^QijUj^gf 
" "■ Srhfinl 4ft .Mflnteafile. 
iembers of the commute e 



* 



Rre Senators Lawrence Hughes 
o! Arlington and Barton Dement 
.:■* nii-i L fcc&boro and Represen- 
tatives J. Alan Hanover of Mem- 
phis, Harry Lee Senter of 

:.;.-.: .;! and Carter Patten of 
Chattanooga. 

Mr. Hanover said commi 
i>?is will meet Monday 

[The resolution has been coi 
tjbversial. It points to alleg 
subversive activities at High-] 



ppp- 



lander and gives "the committee Industry" will be the theme - 
full authority to subpena wit- the program 
nesses and records. ' 

Committee member* are in- 
structed by the resolution to re- 
port their findings to thi* ten- 
sion of the Legislature. 

Myles Horton, director of 
East Tennessee institution, 
dtaied the school is a "finis 

iool for communism" and 

ires he welcomes the inve, 
gfltion, 






.v 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , x 



THE COMMERICAL APPEAL 
MEMPHIS,. TENNESSEE 



mi 



52 MAR 9 1959 



(,1-13-0- # 



1 5oTllKC^»* > * ,fc 
111 MAR 9 .959 



SEARCHED INDEXED.., 

SERIALIZED FILED 

FEB 1 3 1959 

FBI * MEMPHIS 



fcfcPF./U; I 






T7 *■! TiTT $T^ •' 









■. -V 



J XP-C: 



) 





*' 



1'Si 



■<--** 



iik^M 



;: :£ 






f 



Dement To Head 
Highlander Unit 

Legislative Group To Hire 
Attorney For Inquiry 

FIRST SESSION IS HELD 



From The Commercial Appeal 
- NuhvlUe Burefcu 

NASHVILLE, Feb. 16.— Sen- 

. ator Barton Dement was named 

* chairman Monday of a legisla- 

" tive committee that wiljHpves- 

tigate operations of th ejiigh- 

lander Folk School at Mont- 

~ea]^ "*~ 

The Murfreesboro attorney 

j.-itu^cu to perform his duties 

"fairly and fearlessly" and said 

.. the five-man committee will 

. keep itself "in the bounds of 

the law and the resolution." 

Opinion On Duration 

Senator Dement, at the first 

• meeting of the committee, pro- 
\ duce^ an opinion of state Solici- 

; ■ ~..:....a» Allison Humphreys 

; that the investigative group 

; must, complete its inquiry dur- 

....... .■;■ legislative ses- 

', sior.. 

; Thi? is necessary, Mr. Hum- 
. i.li ■. ;s said, because the func- 
; *'-nr c*. a committee created by 
'■ i "hciut'sn cannot extend beyond 
\ ■■. ,i:.:Tent of the General 

< t Tv..r.-r Tentative Harry ,Lee 

, Werner of Bristol, a committee 

: member and one of the spon- 

■ -:->.< , ■ i'-.** resolution, expressed 

' Koine concern over the official 

r The resolution, he com- 
l mentci, calls for the commit- 
" tee to make an interim report 

* to the Legislature with the 

■tisane;: may need to be con- 

' ijnu-d after *he General As-. 

scmbly ad lour ns in March. 

.".:.. .ncr committee member, 
r,,. T ..„ zr .,--,; v)? j £i an Han . 

■■<■ ■■■!• or Memphis, said that if 

, ,. «. .5 oilier investigation 

■v;;i he necessary after adjoum- 

■ m*?m. the Legislature could en- 

f.f-i 3 law to permit it. || 

>'..; :..,Mrter has been label] 3 

b'/ some legislators as t|e 

r»**:u i of subversive activiti) s 

~and has even been called a 



finishing school for communism. 
Myles Horton, director of High- 
lander, has vigorously denied 
this and says he welcomes the 
investigation. 

Patten Is Secretary 

Representative Cartter Patten 
of Chattanooga was appointed 
secretary of the committee, ThT 
other member is Senator Law- 



rence Hughes of Arlington. 

The committee went into ex« 
ecutive session shortly after 
Mr. Patten's election. Members 
said afterward they discussed 
securing the services of an at- 
torney as special counsel to the 
committee. 

Senator Dement said they are 



- "Tfca erJL" tavestf ^™rT!ere 
.1 they will visit 



considering an East Tennessee i 
lawyer but have not talked with 
him about accepting the po*i 
tion. Under provisions of * 
resolution, the committee »a> 
spend up to $5,000 for anyf 
penses it incurs. | 

Members said they have _ 
yet decided whether to conduct 



whethi 



or [school. They have full po™ 
the subpena w itae*,,,, and W{ 
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School 'Charter 1 

l. if' > rf , ■>■ j 

Center or Fire 



By GARRY FULLERTON 

Staff Correspondent 

TRACT CITY, Tenn.— The joint 
legislative committee investigating 
Highlande r Ff 1 v '?hool showed by 
its questions at a public hearing 
here yesterday it wants to revoke 
the school's charter. 

Testimony during the day-long 
• eSj ion centered ■round' the 
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school's labor organ ixing aetivl- 
tiei in the early ^1830* and ita 
classes on integration problems 
during recent years. 

However, one of the* most sig- 
nificant disclosures c ajn e when 
Mrs. Violet Crutchfield, Grundy 
county registrar of deeds, testi- r 
fled that the school's charter has ■ 
not been registered In Grundy :i 
county as required by law. j, 

tother Testimony ? 

Through the testimony of some* 
16 witnesses, the committee also 
attempted to show that: , 

• The achool Is not a bona ftde^ 
educational institution. - * - 

It has not fulfilled the purposes I 
for which its charter was issued.! 

• Part of ita tax free property 
was deeded two years ago to Mvlgs 
Horton, one of the school's found* 
eiw End its director. - 

Horton told a reporter in an In- 
terview later the property, was 
transferred to him In lieu offfback 
wages which the school owei [ him. 

He said he has been paying taxes 
o n** ■■■ m Aug. 1, 1957, d< fee of 
th* transfer. He said the pr< Iperty 
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includes the house ia which he 
livejacd a email piece of land eur- 
r owning it. 

Revelation of the school's char- 
ter wovSd mean "the institution 
would have to psy state and coun- 
ty taxes on ell its property. It 



•ru- 



in now tax exempt. 

School Defended — ^ 

; -M)5sKaSTU"*tus, a writer of 
ehildfeTfsbooks and Sunday school 
lessons, defended the school In al- 
most an hour and a half of testi- 
mony yesterday afternoon. Miss 
Justus, ,who is secretary-treasurer 
of the Highlander board of direc- 
tors, said the school has con- 
tributed a great deal to the com- 
munity In which it is located. 

The testimony of Miss Justus, 
,u„ u 'wed the long parade of wit- 
nesses from Grundy county who 
told the committee the people of 
the county don't like the Mont- 
eagle institution and feel it has 
contributed nothing to the welfare 
of the county. 

Before the hearing opened yes- 
terday morning, memhere of the 
committee visited Highlander Folk 
'school, talked briefly with Horton 
and casually thumbed through 
hooks in the library. • 

"There's some hot stuff here," 
:.-:Z Hep. Harry Lee Senior of 
Bristol, 

"Aw, it's nothing you can't find 
• j almost any library," said Sen. 
Barton Dement of Murfreesboro, 
committee chairman, 

Tellt of Strike 

First to be calied was Emmett 
Thomas, 5&, an employe of the 
Grundy county highway depart- 
ment. He testified that Horton 
I helped organize the strike of WPA 
'workers in the county in the early 
30s He »aid it waa * sit-down 
strike. , 

Asked if Horton had promised 
anything to the workers, he said, 
"He told us we'd get better con- 
jditiona and better pay." He added 
that the strike had resulted in 
better conditions. 

"Our bifl complaint was that 
the job superintendent wee • 
stave driver," he said. "We didn't 
Like him and v*a got shed of him 
and got • little raise in wages 

las." '• 

n-u ,.,»,„, „T,ri Harry Dyer, an- 

.oi^ner witness, also said they bad 
seen colored and white children 
swWiming together in the pond 
at K^xhlander. - „ -- ~ 

The >ext witness. Carl Geary,! 
testified ' that people from High-1 



lander occasionally visited his 
store which he ran for seven years 
near the school. He said he had 
formed the habit of taking down 
the numbers of license plates of 
cars going into the school but lost 
all of that information when his 
store burned several years ago. 

Miss Justus testified that in its 
early years Highlander «had or- 
ganized a canning co-operative to 
enable families of the community 
to have additional food during the 
depression. A sewing co*opera^ive, 
she said, helped women in the 
community earn a • little extra 
money by making quilts, square 
dance skirts and pin cushions. She 
said the school also ran a nursery 
school,, bookmobile, a recreation 
program for teen-agers and gave 
free music lessons to children in. 
the community. — % ■ ^ 

She was cross examined at great 
length by Representatives Alan 
Hanover of Memphis and Harry 
Lee Senter ot Bristol about a deed 
she helped execute In 1957, trans- 
ferring part of the school property 
to Horton. • 

Senter asked Miss Justus if 
she had not, in Jsci, violated her 
responsibility as a trustee of the 
Institution by giving away its 
property to an individual. Shs 
replied that the' house and the 
land ere still being used for 
activities of the Folk school and 
that she was confident they 
would continue to be so used in 
the future. 

"But you have no assurance of 
that, do you?" Senter asked. "You 
have ho more assurance of that 
than I do." 

J. H. McCartt, committee coun- 
cil, suggested that Miss Justus' 
statement was actually written by 
Horton or was, at least, "cleared" 
with him before being issued. 
She denied ths indignantly. He 
also had Miss Justus identify 
photographs taken at the schopl 
showing Negroes and whites 
square dancing together; Then he 
asked her: ■ 

"Do you approve of colored and 
whites dancing together?" 
"I see nothing immoral about 



it," she said. 'It's a square dance. 

I can look at television any time 
and see worse than that," 



Asks Law Knowledge 

"Don't you know its against the 
law for whites and coioreds to 
marry in Tennessee?" McCartt 
aaked. ■■ 

"Yes sir," she replied. ."But t 
didn't know that a square dancs 
was part of a marriage eere- 
mony." 

McCartt then read the purposes 
of the school as outlined in its 
charter and asked Miss Justus if 
she thought they were being lived 
up to. She replied she did. 

"It says here one of your pur- 
poses is to train rural and in- 



dustrial leaders." McCartt said. 
"Have you issued any diplomas te 
rural ahd industrial leaders that 
you know of?" : - '' 

"I didn't know diplomas were 
required for rural and industrial 
leaders," Miss Justus replied. 

With few exceptions, yesterday's 
testimony was confined to events 
which occurred prior to "World 
War H. Nearly all the wltneeees 
said they had had no contact 
with the school in recent years. 

Se wanes Professors Testify 

Two professors- of the iJhWer- 
sity of th e South, Sewanee-Jesti; 
TieUTfTtEe school's favor-^j**^- 
day. They were David, Jjgf ffifld gr ~ 
dowrj, profeeeor oY'^lsuTry, and 




TRACY CITY, Tenn.— Sen. Barton Dement, left, and J\^ 
McCartt, chairman and counsel of, the legislative committed in- 
vestigating Highlander Folk school, get their heads together 
on a point o.f strategy. _. ., j,.,., , . ,i-j^> ..... 
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wanee professor* submitted state- 
ment* to the committee "with the 
understanding they would be call- 
ed to testify under oath later, 11 
toe committee requires it 
Among them were Eugene ig. 
ayden, reitred p rofe ssor^3 nj eco- 
nofrHes • at - Sewanee ~ who is a 
trustee .oj. the Highlander Folk 
school, in his statement he said 
tRaf^as a professional economist, 
as a citizen, I have benefitted from 
meeting men of both races from 
various walks of life, including 
college teachers, college deans and 
presidents of the Negro race, 
i "I have benefited from meeting 
! educators and government officials 
from countries of Western Europe, 
Asia, and Africa directed to High- 
lander by the U.S. Department of 
State." he aaid. 

"I can testify to their serlous- 
ness, their good will, their tense 
of ,fair play and toleration, good 
humor, their readiness and ability 
to take a broad view of "subjects, 
Including the prpblem of school in- 
tegration." 

Attends Workshops ' 

Kayden said he had attended 
nearly 30 workshops at Highlander 
and it is in these groups that "men 
learn the difficult art of calm de- 
liberation in an atmosphere favor- 
able to conference work, under- 
standing, which leads to friendship 
and reconciliation." 

Highlander has "no special 
creed, no program of wholesale J 
reform" and "no political affili- 
ation, right or left," he said. 
"It is simply a meeting place for 
adults of both races on such sub- 
jects, as education, citizenship, 
health, social services, commu- 
nity welfare" and the school's 
procedures tr» "democratic and 
constitutional." ■« .j 

Other Bewanee professors who 
submitted statements wer e Boberj i. 
Awpeggn, H. MalconfrOwe.nTS tHtt- 
to'ff-Suck and BcoT gsBfgaa w, " ' | 

tjfner wltn eases Heard yesterday 
were L. C. Goodman of Pelham, 
T%nn., a public accountant; Robert 



Alfred Duncan of Summerfleld, a 
construction foreman; Clarence S3. 
Kflgore, a postmaster at Mont- 
eagle; Roy Lane of Summerfield.j 
a former mine worker; Grundyl 
County Sheriff Elston Clay; Ru-j 
dolph Brown of Coalmont, ate in-} 
apector for the state highway de- 1 
partment; Henry Dyer of Summer- 1 
field, a laborer; Ford Cox. also ai 
Summerfleld laborer, and W. T.? 
Barnes 'of Monteagle, a former 
lieutenant of the Washington, D.C., 
police force •">. 

The session be* ah at 10 a.m. in 
the auditorium of the Grundy 
County high school and continued 
until 5:30 -p.m. with an hour's 
break for lunch. McCartt did most 
of the questioning but all the com- 
mittee members. 

About 100 persons were present 
during the morning session *nd < 
about 200 for most of the after- 
noon session. The audience includ- 
ed a substantial number of stu- 
dents and faculty members from 
the University of the South a#f 
well as Interested Grundy county 
residents and officials.. •* 
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Hearings Close 
On Fo k School 

Legislators Will Report On 
Highlander Findings 

DIRECTOR IS WITNESS 



By RICHARD ALUN 

Staff Writer 

NASHVILLE, March 5.— Fate 
-of th« ??irhlander Folk School a t 
Monteagle re$ts with a legisla- 
tive investigating committee 
which ended its final hearing 

Thursday morning. 

The committee, appointed to 
determine whether subversive 
activities are carried on at the 
school, will give its report and 
recommendation to the attorney 
general by Tuesday- 
Founder Only Witnesa 
1 The only witness Thursday 
was Myles Horton, founder and 
director of the school who was' 
closely questioned about th* 
school's finances and its teach- 
ing activities. 

Representative Alan Hanover 
of Memphis, who questioned Mr. 
Horton of monetary matters, 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
Mr. Horton's answers. 

Mr. Horton said the bulk of 
operating funds were placed in 
the Bank of Sewanee, the near- 
est bank to the school, and that 
he "thought" there were only 
two other depositories for the 
school's funds, both California 
banks. 

"Are those the only three 
banks where you have money?" 
asked committee counsel J. H. 
MeCartt. 

"I don't know right off," Mr. 

Horton said. "We write checks 

onJv nn Q*u<gneft bank. The 

. others are savings and loanst" 

I "How many other depositories 

| do you have, Mr. Horton? Dofc't 

I you know? Do you have so njafcy 

depositories you don't know?" ' 
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\« k« Bate Of Inte rest 

Unable to get an answer wnlcn 
satisfied the committee, Mr. Me- 
Cartt askedt "What rate of in- 
terest do you get in California?" 

"We get about four and a half 
per cent," Mr. Horton replied. 

"Don't you know exactly, Mr. 
Horton?" 

"No, we put it in California 
because we got the highest rate 
of interest there." He said he 
had done so on the advic« of his 
auditors. 

' Later Representative Hanover 
•aid; "He has taken in hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars 
and the statements he has made 
here haven't told us anything." 
' Mr. Horton promised to pro- 
Vide the committee with a com- 
plete audit report of the schoo 
finances. He said he did t 
have enough notification ahe 
of time to prepare the fi 
the committee wanted. 

Mr. Hanover pursued ques- 
tioning of the school's programs 
in relation to its finances. He 
noted large expenditures for 
travel expenses, but only about 
$1,000 put into the school's 
library. 

Classes In lft50 

"How many classes have you 
had at Highlander since Jan. 1, 
1959?" Mr. Hanover asked. 
"None. It's all been in the field 
—in the Sea Islands of South 
Carolina," Mr. Horton said. 

The school is conducting liter- 
acy classes among Negroes in 
South Carolina so they can vote, 
the director said. The school 
has no extension programs else- 
where. 
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t A Difference Which 
; Should Be Noted 

'jyFFERENCES have arisen be- 
«-* tween the chairman and vice 
chairman of the legisl^g^e commit- 
tee which investigated Highlander 
>lk school. 



Rep. Harry Lee Senter, vj.ce 
chairman and house author of the 
probe resolution, accuses Sen. Bar- 
ton Dement, chairman and senate 
, sponsor, of refusing to convene a 
' meeting to draft a final report. 

f Senator Dement counters by say- 
: ing "He's just trying to make state- 
! ments to get in the limeligjit . . * 

t We do not know whether Mr. 
Dement inadvertently has hit upon 

, one of the chief motives behind the 
investigation, although suspecting 1 
as much. But one thing is clearly 
demonstrated by this littte spat- 
Human beings do not ajways think 
alike. 

!* And that, it is obvious, is the 

No. 1 reason the committee is de~ * 
, manding that the folk school, sur- 
; render its state charter. Members 
t of the legislature should remember 
the Dement-Senter difference of 
opinion, then, before they vote to 
burn the* charter of an institution 
wWich does not think like this dis- 
puting pair.* 
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Highlander School's Influence Fe&J. 
~ftfriong Charleston County Negroes 



Adult education and classes in 
citizenship are terms that have a 
solid sound. Proper training among 
Negroes- of the Lowcountry sea 
islands could . improve their lot 
and give them a broader role in 
community life. 

The question, as we see it, is not 
whether these colored citizens, as 
well as any other citizens, should 
learn more about the world and 
the ideas: of our times. The ques- 
tion is what they are being taught 

A local news article appearing in * 
The News and Courier yesterday 
quoted Esau Jenkins of John's Is- 
land on classes that he has organ- 
ized for Negroes in his vicinity. - 

"We only want to make them 
better citizens," Jenkins told a re- 
porter. "The main thing is to teach 
them voting. We want them to un- 
derstand how to vote intelligent- 
The News and Courier heartily 
endorses the aim of making better 
citizens. If these citizens are to 
vote, they should know how to vote . 
intelligently. 

Our notion of intelligent voting is 
independent and thoughtful choice 
among issues and candidates. In* 
telligent voting ' does not include 
bloc voting: Anyone who teaches 
A'egro voters to become bloc con-, 
scious at the ballot box does his 
r.?ce an injustice. Voters of any. 
race should consider the welfare 
-' the community and general 
progress. 

Should a Negro bloc vote develop 
in 'the South, as happened in some 
parts of the North, white Southern 
politicians would seek it. The kind , 
of politicians who couri the Negro. 



vote will not provide the best kind 
of government for either race. 
i They will set up racial antago- 
nisms that will hurt both races. In 
the long run, however, it is the Ne- 
gro who .will suffer most from ra- 
cial discord. . 

Our remarks today are general 
in nature. We are not directing 
them at Esau Jenkins and his 
John's Island training classes. We 
do not know exactly what is taught 
in those classes. 

We do know where Esau Jenkins 
received his training. It was from 
the ^ighlander Folk School, an in- 
terracial institution at Jionteagle, 
Tenn. A committee of the Tennes- 
see legislature found considerable 
circumstantial evidence that High- 
lander Folk School has been "i 
meeting place for known commu- 
nists or fellow travelers." 

Whether or not communism is 
proved, the influence of Highlander 
Folk School on Lowcounjry South 
Carolina has been established 
through Esau Jenkins and others. 

On every hand, we hear warn- 
ings about the possibility that com- 
munists may take over the dark- 
skinned people of the world. Red 
China already is communist. Afri- 
ca is in turmoil. So is the Middle 
East. 

White civilization, which brought 
order and prosperity to undevel- 
oped lands, is in peril. If white 
people escape communist slavery, 
they may become amalgamated 
through mixing of the racial 
strains. *■■ „. , ^ 

As Esau Jenkins said of integra- 
tion, "It's a revolution." 
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Charter Is Legal 

Highlander Director <* 
Feels Courts Will ^ 
Kill Probers Attack vf 

By GARRY FULLERTON ~\ £ 

M/!t-*"\ Horton,. executive dire'c-' 
tor n fpHighlander Folk jfrhool.! 
said yesterday' be feels "fully con-; 
fident" the courts will "uphold; 
[Highlander's charter. 

Horton's statement followed re- 
lease of the report of the legisla- 
tive committee which investigated 
the school. The report recom- 
mended that the general assembly 



,%tSJSSStm^Wt **t/ 



itles" at U. »2{££!n Kd 

ser at some aiisge? •••rvr'Tl' 
KTaneUI lrr.« U l-r»Vj* ^W«f * 
■aid are around* for • ■ u ' _ . 
raw** Highlander** charter •• e 
TStSw* Institution. 

^s:. vo^vou"n v? ^^laKsw*^ th. •*«*. . 

ii"*Vitfi«Wiir%»»tewy;^:l -However, I . wldh Way 

■eiSSSft" Murfreeaboro, thef uU ^" forth rightly and clearly 

Wirmen, and Lawrence T.l in their report," he "*•,.£ 

S&sJra&p, SBB .. . ._.__! « 0# ua fc K efc -to what 1 said 



mafe^taT«trtjaU«n,'" *Jf^ 
aaia/"iB aid at the proper 1 authm 
ties and law enforcement agenci 
of the state who may deem, 
the basis of the •***»*• JfT*. 
fore presented, that a further t 
winiton or other action li wo- 
esaary" ' 
Not turpriaad 

Horton aald ^^^'I 
prised, M -oourse," that^ com- 
mittee turned up no evidence of 
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• Sea editorial "A Difference 
Whtcr* Should »• Noted," 
page 10. N.' 



instruct the district attorney g«8- 
ftra! of the 18th judicial circuit jk> 
begin a suit for revocation of tjje 
school's charter. 

*! am pleated that this inves- 
tigation of the school is moving 
into the courtroom," Horton 
said. "There we can discuss it 

__i_i :i.L»..» ku.Uria Th»r» 

cairiuj, •»»«»««•<•••» i W .i-— ■ ---- - 

ruies of evidence apply, tne 
school itseif can introduce evi- 
dence and witnesses, and we ean 
cross examine those who appear 
against us. Under such eircum* 
atances, I have ne doubt what* 

will b» upheld" 

But Highlander will continue In 
"one form or another," regardless 
lot what happens to Its charter, he 
added. 

"Highlander Is an educational] 
idea." he said, "and ideas are Hard 
,_ »,.-» t have no Intention ofj 
stopping teaching the Ideas I have 
been teaching for the past 23 
years, and I will continue to pre- 
sent them in a way that may dis- 
turb those who misunderstand 
democratic procesaea." | 

Njj Concrete Evidence M 

*The committee, formed tojjnve 
Ugate alleged "eubversiv* actlv 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1)' 



jfcairtnan. — , - - -.- , 

.Hughes of Shelby county, tntro- 
'*u©*4 « reeelution directing Dfct 
r'TZ-^Q-j. Albert F» Sloan *o be- 
r gin'the Vttlt"to Ve'vokeThe charter. 
: A similar resolution will be intro- 
( duced today In the house. 
' Other committee mambars 
ware Reps. Harry tee Banter of 
. Bristol, Cartter Patten of Chat- 

. - _ _ J 1 Aim r, U mn num f. rtf 

tanaoa*> »" w "• " — ■• ■ •-•■-- — -• 
i Memphis, J. H. McCartt, di$tnct 

attorney general of the 1*th ju- 
■ diciai district, aarvad at Hs spe- 
\ -aiat counsel. 

- As reported In THX NASHVILLE 
TSNKESSKAN Monday, the. report 

urged relocation «f Highlander's 
charter on two main grounds: 
1 That lt« charter li recorded in 
Fentreea county and not In 
, Grundf county, whera ita "prln- 
' clpal office" la located, a violation 
of section 4S-110* of the Tennessee 
coA annotated. 

■J ihat in August, 1957, the hoard 
jr directors of the school deed-i 



when this Invsstigstion beaan, t 
think It la not ynrsasonable «•' 
me tV Inaist en a decisive mm 
unequivocal report. M 'tna 
charges oj. aubvertlan ware 
provin, than the doe re ef the 
achoel eugM te be eleeed. ^f : 
they ware wet, then t he rumera 

[ should be ended ense and fe? 
alt. I think tha committee ewes 
nothing lee* Je the people of j 

ITenneaaee.* .* | 

, Legal opinion here appeared un- \ 
Icertain yestarddy whether mueh? 
i of a n«ae could be made out for 
[revocation ot Highlander's char- 
Iter. 

«*I think they might be right An 
! that," aald one lawyer, when asked 
J about the charter registration re- ( 
, quirementa. He pointed out that It! 
1 i~. a - j s ..*ju a technical oueation.! 
a#d that when Horton had pra- 
sBnted the charter recently te He 
:corded in Grundy county, It hip 
en refused by tha registrar (If 
!«ds on instruction* from the left- 
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property to Mylea Horton, Ita ex- 
ecutive director, an alleged viola- 
jtlon of section 48-1106 of tha code 
j and of tha ichool'a own charter. 
'Circumstantial Evidence* j^ 

Only a page and a half pf tfeft W 
14-pagei, legal-size report wa* de- 1 
voted to "aubvaraive activities" at 
the school. It said there la a "great 
deal of circumstantial evidenca" 

. _ iu. •»/««* »i-i.» uiir^lBriilar !» 
vo vn» «»«••>' »"— « «». p ™— ._.,- — 

a "meeting place for Communists 
or fellow-travelers." It also point- 
ed out that a number of individ- 
uals, connected one way or an- 
other with Highlander, had been 

,. j __ _* .v.*.. r,* an . ^«!]«rt \< 

i "Communist front" organization*. I 
Among those listed were Jamea 
Dombrowski, -A-bner W. Berry, 

Martin Luther King, .Donald L. 

; West, John B. Thompson , Aubrey 

! William* and "Pete Belgar" (prob- 
ably Pete eeeger, the folk B.agsr^.j 

I Tha report did not mention 
Horton's own denial under eat* 
that either he or Highlander wae 
guilty of any kind of •ubveraiart, 
but conctuded by eiatlngi -Yjur 
committee feels that »t J^jjj 
within its provmea . • • »* '"■"! 
• finding of fact" (with resjfcct 
to tha alleged subversive aeflvl- 

i^?*«L ...»* **- •,^_1'",_1J 
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By JAMES TALLEY 

A special legislative committee 
Qui 



t lnv(%tlga.tlngLSHighla.ntier Folk 



jfcho&l "will recommend tomorrow 
ihatjlthe school's charter be re- 
voic«i, a member of the group 
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"Any court action, however, 
would be initiated by the Grun- 
dy county district sttornsyV 
Rep. Harry Lee Center of Bris- 
tol said In an interview test 
night. 

"A copy of the recommenda- 
tion will be forwarded to him," 
Senter said. 
The 25-year-old adult education 
school has been the eubject of a 
month-long investigation by the 
five-man committee probing al- 
leged subversive activities. High- 
lander is racially integrated. 

Albert F. Sloan, district at- 
torney genera} for Grundy and six 
other counties in the 18th judicial 
district, said last night he could 
not anticipate what action might 
be taken. 

Wante Facts First 

•"After I get the facta, study the 
Tennessee code, and 'determine 
whether or not there has been a 
violation of the law," he said, "I 
will be able to decide on any court 
action." 

The school's charter Is filed to 
Fentress county, but the school is 
located In Grundy county, near 
Monteagl*. Senter said this would 
be the main basis for any court 
action. 

He said the report will aak that 
Highlander's charter be revoked 
because: 

#The school's corporation board 
has transferred property to tdi- 
rector-f ounder Myles H o r t • n 
"illegally." " ■ 

• The charter waa not "properly" 
filed in Grwedy-efltmty. 

• The school baa "operated out- 
side the ocope of ita charter 'by 



engaging in 
Carolina." ^ 

• There has been no' "certifi 
tion" of a Highlander charter 
the,state secretary of state. 
•Alt these thing* together *n. } 
around* for revocation we think 
—the committee think*— without 
getting into the question of sub- 
version,* 8«nter said. 

"But," he added, "well get 
into 't (subversion) in the re- 
port." 

Senter said the committee also 
will recommend that the legisla- 
tive council study Tennessee laws 
of incorporation during the next 
two years, "with an aim of more 
rigid statutes of incorporation." 
He said the report also will be 
sent to the U.S. internal Revenue 
service "and maybe the *•■*': 
mony will show the school should . 
have its tax-exemption revoked 
too." • , • 

Senter said the legislature! is 

"limited? to where the state tan 
go in iedition and eubverattn. 
He sugftested the federal gojfern- 
ment might take over "wher#*we 
have fe* 1& W " **»«* * re applicable. 
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Norton JDenies 
Bennett Charge 

Arkansas Official Says He Thinks T 
Highlander 'Communist Dominated' 



|By GAR&Y FUUjERTON 
J Myles HortonrHijfhiander 'Folk 
(School director, heatedly ~ denied 
yesterday Arkansas Atty. Gen, 
Bruce Bennett's accusation that 
the school is "communist domi- 
nated." 

Horton and Bennett ware the 
two main witne«»e« in a day- 
long public hearing « n the 
school in the War Memorial au- 
ditorium. Sen. Barton Dement 
of Murfreetboro, chairman of 
the joint legislative committee 
probing charge* of suberslve ac- 
tivitiee at the echool, adjourned 
the hearing until 9 a.m. today/ 
Bennett who followed Horton to 
.the stand did not testify directly 
i a bout the school, but entered into 
the record testimony from previous' 
investigations allegedly linking 
persons connected with the school 
with various "Communist front- 
organizations. Then there occurred 
this exchange: 

Rep. Harry Lee Senter of Bris- 
tol: "Mr. Bennett, is it your opin- 
ion that the Highlander Folk 
school is Communist dominated?" 

Bennett (after a moment's hes- 
itation) : "Yes, air." 

The Arkansas official, who ap- 
peared in a neat dark blue suit 
and black tie, told the committee 
he Js "glad to do anything I can 



rto expose the Communiat -eon- 

' spiracy.** 

Leave* for Little Rock 

After his testimony, he shook! 
hands with committee members 
and said: "Bun 'em out, boys, run 
*em out. That's the main thing." 
Then he left to return to LJttle 
Rock. 

Horton, whp spent a total of 
four and one half houra on the 
stand yesterday, dented that 
either he or Highlander is Com- j 
munlatlc or subversive in any I 
vvay. 

This information, too, was 
brought out by Senter in the fol- 
lowing exchanges: « 

Senter: "Are yon now or hsve 
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you» ever been a member of the 
Communist party or any other aub- 
vereive organization?" 

Horton: "I am not and have 
never been a member of the Com- 
munist party, under instructions 
from the Communist party, or a 
member of any group under the 
domination of the Communist 
fartj." 

•enter: "Well, why haven't you 

Sined any of these organizations? 
ou seem to associate with peo- 
_ e who belong to them," 
, Horton; "Maybe I don't agree 
with their aims." 
■ Senter: "Are you a believer In 
>he Marxist-Lenin ideology?" 

Horton; "No, sir. I believe In 
education." 

Senter: "In other words, then, 
you have strayed from the Marx- 
let line. Is that right? Are you 
sympathetic with the foreign and 
domestic policies of the Soviet 
Union?" 

Horton: "No, sir.** 
Senter: "Are identified Com- 
munists eligible for any positions; 
at Highlander Folk school?" i 

Horton; "No, sir." I 

$enter: "Was your wife a mem- 
ber of the Communist party?" 

Horton: "No, sir, not to my 
kiKAVledge, and I would have 
known." 

Sjjnter: "Do you ever accept 
fconjfri burtons from the Communist 
panjy or Communist organiza- 
tions?" 
*. Horton: "No, sir." 

Senter: "Do you ever solicit 
funds from them?" 
Horton; "No, air." 
About 50 spectators were pres- 
ent in the big auditorium when 
the bearings opened 30 minutes 
late at 9:30 a.m. The crowd grew 
to nearly 200 by mid-afternoon 
when a colored movie of High- 
lander was shown, then dwindled 
again to a handful by the time the 
hearings Were adjourned at fi:30 
p.m. 

In addition to newsmen from 
all parts of the state, the audience 
included a group of students from 
the University of the South, a 
number of Nashville clergymen, 
two Central high school seniors 
from Murfreesboro, and repre- 
sentatives of the Tennessee Fed- 
eration for Constitutional Govern- 
ment, a segregation organization. 
Bennett wa* not the only oot- 
ef-ttste witness who testified 
against the folk school yesterday. 
Also on hand was Ed Friend of 
Atlanta, new a $5,100-a-year 
cameraman with the Georgia 
Fifrestry commission, and a for- 
mkr employe of the now-defunct 
Giorgia Commission on Educa- 
tion. 

Joseph A. Malone of Montgom- 
ery. Aia., assistant attorney gen- 
era! of Alabama, helped show the 



Clarence E. Kilgore, post^fcaeU, 
it Tracy City since 1B4, and Mai. 
R. H. Thompsoo and W. «JHa*mm 
of Rockwood, Tenn. * v * 

Assisted by Attorney 

Horton, the first man called to 
the stand, answered questions 
from 9:30 aim, to 12:15 p.m,, and 
again from 1:30 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
He was dressed in *. dark blue 



hind the committee table and fed 
questions to Senter. , , 

McCartt queried Horton a 
Highlander's political activiti. 
'Doesn't Participate in Politics 

"The school has never t* 
part in politics," Horton eaid. 
have, but the school has not" 

"Don't you know that you tried 
to win the election for Henry 



white striped tie, and was assisted 
by his attorney, Jordan Stokes" 
IH of Nashville. 

One of the fjr*t dramatic 
moments during the hearing 
came when Horton and Stokes 
refused to allow the committee 
to enter as an exhibit the origi- 
nal copy of the school'* charter. 
"We'll give you a certified 
copy," Stokes said, but Dement 
answered that would not be good 
enough. 

"I'll have to advise him (Hor- 
ton) not to let this document out 
of his possession," Stokes re- 
plied. 

Dement then instructed Sgt. Joe 
Williams of the Tennessee- high- 
way patrol, the committee ser- 
geant at arms, to take the charter 
from Horton. 

"I want the record to thow 
i that this document was taken 
from us by physical f ore*," 1 
Stoke* said. 

Horton had previously testified 
the school's charter had been reg- 
istered in Fentress county instead 
of Grundy county because at the 
time it was obtained (1934) High- 
lander's main headquarters were 
at AUard, Tenn, V 



suit, white shirt and blue and! Wallace in 1948?" McCartt aakei 



at AUard, Tenn. 

T went to the Grundy 'county 
courthouse yesterday and tried to 
register the charter," Horton said, 
"but they told me you told them 
r.ot to let me do it. If the charter 
is wrong, I want to correct it, but 
apparently the committee doesn't 
want it corrected." 

Horton said he had been a mem- 
ber of the board of both the South- 
cm Conference Educational Fund, 
fare and its successor, the South- 
emConference Educational Fund, 
organiations which have been list- 
ed as "subversive" by the House 
un-American activities committee. 

The Highlander director said 
he didn't think they wars sub- 
versive, because "thera were a 
• lot of wonderful people on 
those boards, and I'm proud to 
have taken part In them," 
J. H. McCartt, committee coun- 
sel, asked him: "Do you mean 
wonderful people like James Dom- 
browaki (one of the founders of 
Highlander and the executive sec- 

r fj£Z °. f ^fc the SCHW and 

SCEF)?" 

"Yes, I would Include him," Hor- 
ton replied. "I think he U a man 
of great integrity." 

During moat of the questioning 



12-minute motion picture whicblof Horton, Bennett sat beside Mc* 
was meant to be one of the high- Cartt and offered suggestons in 
lights pf the day's testimony, but! a low whisper. When committee 
©id not take the stand himself, member* took over the queation- 
_Other^ witnesses yesterday were'ing, Bennett moved around be- 
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No, sir," Horton replied. *lt 

I may have been a mistake, but I 
didn't support Henry Wallace 
for President." 

Horton identified several pic- 
tures on a large aheet distributed 
by the Georgia Commission on 
Education as having bean taken, at 
Highlander. He said two of them,j 
however, were -unfair. One showed 
Highlander leaders with Abner W, 
Berry, an admitted Communist; 
Horton said this had been posed by| 
Friend, who took the photo and 
pushed Berry Into the group just 
before snapping the shutter. 

The other picture showed a 
Negro man and a white V woman 
apparently embracing. H-orton 
said it was really a square dance 
step in which' Jiands are clapped 
behind the partner's headv ge 
stood up and with McCarttV 
demonstrated the step, to the 
light of the audience. \ 

Rep. J. Alan Hanover question,,*, 
Horton at some length about \the 
school's finances and property. 
Horton said a piece of property 
transferred to him in 1967 h»d 
been deeded to him by the school's 
board of directors, in lieu of badk 
salary. ■ . .. T 

No Legal Claim To Pay 

Under tHanover** questions, how- 
ever, he admitted that he had no 
legal claim to back salary, and 
said he had in fact made no de- 
mand upon the school. 

"So that property was really 

•Just a gift, wasn't itf" Hanover 

acked. 

'Tve read you the facts, the min- 
utes of the committee about thia " 
Horton aaid. "You can call it what 
you want to." • : 

He said he plans to pay tsjees on 
the property deeded to him, but 
has not done so yet because the 
property has not yet Seen assessed. 

'Tve written a couple of times 
asking them to assess it," he aatd. 
"but I guess they haven't got 
around to it." * 

Turns Over Statements ■ -^ 

At the committee's'demand, Hor-*i 
ton turned over all the school's; 
financial statements since its 
founding' together with a card file 
of contributors. 

Told that an admitted Commu- 
nist, Paul Crouch, had said rthe 
Communist party uses Highlander 
without wanting to be identiffed 
in the public mind with the echflol, 
Horton replied: I > 

"This wan is a paid Informer 

nd a professions!, liar. I chal- 
lenged him to make those *tai* 



ment* outside th* committee in 
the .presence of witnesses « o j 
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furing the afternoon session, 
ton testified that although be 
at one time 1 been a theological 
ent, he is not a member of 
i^^ church -at the present time. 4 
The reason, he said, Is that 
churches in the vicinity of Mont- 
eagle will not admit Negroes to 
worship services, and "i don't feel 
I can go to church and. leave some 
of our people behind at High- 
lander, telling them that broth er- 
nood doesn't apply.'* , 

Senter asked him : "Do you be- 
lieve in God?" 

,/' Ym ' ,ir >" Horton reptied. 

or God ?" Senter asked. 

JLY M » *> r l H frt«n «»Id -gain. 
Then, -why don't you pray ud 
there at Highlands?" Senter 

ASjSGq. 

i»!?tW'" n . de . r . '* not * « , »!>9iout 

institution," Horton said. » 

The committee's session did not 
ofcen with a prayer. 

"Do you think a man can be a 
Communist and still be loyal to 
the 17.S. government?" Senter 

j JLSKCu- 

. *i £?*. f .""WnV Horton 
said. "That's at! I can say.* 

i The 12- minute motion picture 
i which followed Horton's testimony 
showed Negroes and white persons 
entering and leaving the school 
library on the occasion of High- 
landers 25th anniversary celebra- 
tion, Labor. day weekend. 2857. It 
also showed Negroes and whites 

££!f?u In * *°* e . ther *» the lake be- 
hind! the school. 

Friend, the Georgia photogra- 
pher, commented on the film as it 

. fi? ade tbe fi,m himself. The 
onlyUkaown Communist pictured 
was Kerry. — 

Lajkr, on the witness stand 

See* *f d h ,v£ ad » ed to hoS; 

abbut t hJs affiliations when he 
^me to Hig hjMderto maS" the 



irton false- 



jly that he was a commercial #ho- 
, tocranher «.nd f»> i« nn . _JTn.._ 



tograpber and free lance wflriter 
planning to do an article on High- 
lander. He also told the High- 
w « ^ d ' r «tor he knew Hfelph 
McGill of the Atlanta Constitution 
and A. T. Welden, an NAACP at- 
torney. 

Asked why he had lied, he re- 
plied; ► j 

*l assume I wouldn't hsve 
*•"■ w» welcome guest at I 
Highlander if he (Horton) had 
known my purpose there." 
- Friend said during one workshop 
he sat in on at Highlander, the 
advice had been given to use "chil- 
dren, women, old people and 
preachers" to push integration, 
because white men won't attack 
tbem for fear of appearing to be 
bullies*'* • 

Testimony Links Other* 

t*r B £? ne V" in nls testimony, said 
Highlander has been linked one' 
way or another with the following: 
individuals who have been ci£ed* 
as belonging to various "Commu-* 
nist front" organizations; I 

• Anne and Carl Braden, field f 
secretaries of the Southern Con- f 
ference Educational Fund, { 

• Luclan Koch, former presi- 
dent of Commonwealth college, 

• James Dombrowski, executive 
secretary of the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare and 
SCEF. 

• Dean Charles Gomillion, now 
on leave of absence from Tuske- 
gee Institute, Ala. 

• Claude C. Williams, a Cum- 
berland Presbyterian minister. 

• Abner W. Berry, a Commu- 
nist and contributor to the Daily 
Worker, 

• Lee and Grace Lorch, 
have been accused Qf Com 
nist affiliations. I 

The self-assured Bennett (twi* 
bied^only once in his testimony; 
He >gf erred to tM Bradeni as 
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being connected with the South- 
ern Regional Council, Instead of 
the Southern Conference Educa- 
tional Fund. The investigating 
committee appeared not to notice 
the mistake. 

Summarizing his testimony, he 
sa*i: 

"If a barnyard goose I» lured 
ii to a flock of wild geese, he 
n ay be excused only if he leaves 
t ie flock. But if he continues; 
frying in formation with them-, 
then he it a wild goose, no mat- 
ter how loudly he may protest 
that he i* not. 
>'l feel like that echool (High* 



ianW^HSaa Wen flying ffffWma- 
«tio* -with a Jot of people 'who 
have as their goal the deduc- 
tion of the United States as we 
know it and the placing into 
.power of a Communist conspir- 
acy" 
Kilgore, the Tracy City postmas- 
ter, testified that "40 or 60 copies 
of the Daily Worker" were receiv- 
ed by members of the Workers' Al- 
liance during the early 1930s when 
Horton was helping organize them. 
The Daily Worker wa^ a Commu- 
nist paper formerly published in 
New York, 
Stokes, Horton's counsel, asked 



the committee if Kilgore could not 
have confused the Daily Worker 
with "The Worker," a publication 
Of the Workers" Alliance. * . 

"Ask him (Kilgore) if it waJfa 
daily paper," Stokes suggested, 
adding that he knew the commit- 
tee wanted to conduct the hearings 
in the spirit of fair play. 
, Dement refused, snapping: "Well 
conduct this hearing as we see 
fit." 

Kilgore later told reporters th* 
paper he was referring to cam* 
weekly or monthly, not dally. 
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I'm Grieved Over School Probe 



[ HAVE bi 
L ihat the* 



n grieved to sge« 

JLd ilandcL-EoIk 
" ' ^ ;- TwrrJvsj* .'ieuiLi ' 
tTTgrflgLjny?^g3tgg3>gBZk 
§r5Tx_undeX-the_, accusation 
oT^iflaamimism. Actually, 
tKe objection is and always 
has been that it provides a 
meeting place for colored 
and white to discuss sub- 

; Jects of mutual Interest to 

i both races, and particularly 
♦h.it. it has he] pad to train 

ilpeople In the labor move- 

j imer.t. 

1 1 Beiore the labor move- 

! *ment had even reached the 



strength It has today in the 
South this school helped the 
"unpopular labor organizer. 
It is still none too popular 
to be a labor organizer in 
certain areas of the South 
and lor a school" to have 
stood fearlessly for integra- 
tion and for labor rights 
and to have made a good 
name in its own community 
and friends in its own com- 
munity I think speaks weil 
for the school and its direc- 
tor, as well as its support- 
ers. . ..-._.■ 



1 afraid to testify in favor of 
the right of this school to 
function.. It is true that 
even sortie (happily only a 
few) of our highly placed 
Southern senators and con- 
gressmen have used this 
threat of accusing an organi- 
zation or an individual of 
communism when what they 
really meant was that they 
were strenghtening the 
cause of integration and la- 
bor in the South. , 



We want to be aware of 

the threat of communism; 
I hope no one will be twe wa nt to be taught what 



are the earmarks of a real 
-tiommunist; and we shouldfi 
dread the growth of com? 
inunfem anywhere in ourl 
country. But I have yet to J 
fee any growth in the Com- 
munist Party in the United 
States and I have yet to find, 
anywhere ~a really intelli- 
gent and mature person who 
believes in communism as- 
it is practiced today in the 
Soviet Union. 

- There may be a few peo- 
ple who may have been at- 
tracted by the ideal of com- 
munism, which has never 
keen achieved, but they are 
usually theorists and have 
never faced the real facts of 
tommunism or so-called so- 1 
cialism as practiced in com-! 
munistic Russia. Red China,! 
or anywhere else that If 
know of. 
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Governor Gets Measure 
I For Closing Of Highlander, 

i Trim The CommereUl ApptiJ NuhTllle iure«u 

NASHVILLE, March 13. — A resolution to open the way for 
possible revocation of the charter of the Highlander Folk School 
at Mbnteagle got final legislative approval Friday and went to 
the Governor.' - I 

The resolution instructs the district attorney general irflthe 
Highlander area to take steps to have the charter revoked, this 
would remove the school's tax exemption and possibly provide 
the means for taxing it out of ex istence. 

A special legislative commit- 
tee that investigated Highlander 
said it had collected evidence 
to show the school is a meeting 
peace for eommunists and fel- 
low travelers. 

The committee also reported 
the school certificate's of in-, 
corporation had not been filed 
In' Grundy County, where the. 
institution Is located, and that 
some school property had been 
transferredJn M>*tos Horton, di-j 
rector of Highlander. ) 
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J Mixing Cuts 

insurance At 

i * . • 

Highlander « 

/O By JIM 8COTT 

I Sfr.,M,m.W Folk _StAQaiy in- 

; surance policies were canceled 

■ last year because underwrite 

' feared t h e school would J 

* bombed dueto its inter racial^c- 

; tivitiea. 

akH(i) fa* Schdol. Director -^-^ 
AtoVfte "*" t t(rtd the investigating .._ 

' : mtttee today that insurance com-', 

panies took the action after the. 

bombings of synagogs in the 

South. - . ,- x ' 1 

During thrs period— two or 
three months— the school aske* 
for and received special con- 
tributions to create a *}»>d*or. 
rebuilding in the event / the 
. school was damaged by violence, 
Horton said. ' \l ,. 

However, Horton salfl the 
school later obtained insurance , 
from Lloyd's <rf London by pay- 
ing the "total premium in ad- 
vance by lump sum." ' 

The director-founder addea, 
••Wo are having trouble with 
Insurance again because, of this 
investigation." He said the 
school's automobile insurance 
was canceled when the current* 
probe was announced: ■ ." 

Today's hearing- wound . **f v 
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about 22 nours of testimony. 1 

The committee adjourned at U 
a.m. subject to call of Cba»<^ 
man Barton Dement -of Mur- 
fteesboro. The panel la due to 
report to the legislature Tues- 
day. The committee dies with 
adjournment of the legislature- 
Most of today's bearing was 
aimed at the school's financial 
policies. Rep. J. Alan Hanover, 
an attorney, questioned Horton 
closely on the school's bank ac- 
counts and deposits with a sav- 
ings and loan association in Cal- 
ifornia. Horton said the school 
had a total of about $28,000 on 
deposit He was vague about 
Interest rates, and agreed to 
produce a complete audit for 
the committee. 

The Wednesday afternoon ses- 
sion was highlighted by testi- 
mony ot Arkansas Atty. Gen. 
Bruce Bennett. j • 

Bennett, a Vanderbllt- Univer- 
sity school of law graduate, told 
the five-man Senate-House com- 
uiiafc* that he believes High- 
lander is Communist dominated 
and the Reds have" had a hand 
in stirring up racial unrest in 
the South. 

Myles Horton, 54-y earmold dir 
rector and founder of the school", 
located near Monteagle, is sched- 
uled to return to the stand this 
morning. 

Horton, who spent nearly five 
hours testifying Wednesday, has 
denied that he is a Communist 
or has any communistic lean- 
ings. He maintains that the 
Communists dislike. Highlander. 
'These Characters' 
Bennett linked "these charac- 
ters" either with. Highlander or 
Horton :/ 

Pet*7Sfie* ger, Chattanooga 
guitarist-singer. Who has taken 
part in Highlander activities; 
cited 66 times for subversive ac- 
tivities. ' • >. . 
The Reiz. -ClaudeV^IUiAm* of 
Paris, Ark., unfrockea Presby- 
terian minister, who espoused 
land reform in Arkansas sim- 
ilar to the Chinese Communists; 
cited 25 or 30 times for subver- 
sive activities. , 

Lucia*. iMocb, fanner head pi 
the now" fleruncfr^ommonwealth 
Coll eeeJj? Mena, Ark., which was 
closed as a nuisance, and said 
to be a friend of Horton'e. 

^amefl^Poxatowski, be ad of 
th^Su'fneftl Co^e«nse_DCTit_ 
manTWeVare whl ch Closed dowrx 
after' being placed on subversive 
■;,-,,, now ii«u«i of successor 
group Southern Conference Edu- 
cation Fund of New. Orleans; 
charter signer of H l* h , 1 * ade £_i 
cited for subversive activities 4s 
times. , _;.-• - ■■ -* ■'■ ■ 




ft- r . ■ 

.JfolifflO Dean 

Charles j t uJ 8 ^ <lU " v *^L^ 
TuskegeeTTrta-. Institute, Tnm- 
ier of Highlander ««*"5 
coimcll, who 7 ^as instrumental 
in sending Kegro P™*?* * * 
Arkansas t6 find "•oft spots 
for' intemation. -...^ 

Aubreasikttiams. now publish- 
er of Wm periodical in Birm og- 
ham/ V&osely identified with 
Highlander and speaker at it* 
25th anniversary celebration in 
1957; cited/ for subversive ac- 
tivities 28/tlmes. - ±j£*itm «<\ 

a CoBmunUi; who attended en- 
i niversary celebration; cited 28 

U Lee and GrasJ^orch, active 
in UmTRock^facial disturb- 
ance; once connected with Fisx 
UniversW and Highlande r par- 
ticipants; once took the Fifth 
Amendment before a Federal .in- 
vestigating committee when 
queried about Communist con- 
nections. T ~£^— C x 
The Arkansas official charged 
that Horton attended a secret 
North Carolina meeting which 
espoused revolutionary ideas. 

"The Highlander Folk School, 
he said, "keep's pretty close to the 
party line and in close touch with 
Communist "fronts." 

United Front 
" Bennett also said that Horton 
In 1935 took an active interest 
in the United Front, a combine- 
tlon of the Socialist and_Conv 




munist parties whose objective 
"was to overthrow our way of 
life." ' 

Referring to Arkansas integra- 
tion troubles and closed-down 
Commonwealth College, Bennett 
said, "the same events have oc- 
curred in, our state which have 
been unfolded. in your state. 

"You people certainly have a, 
problem here." ' -• 

He stated that an 'Arkansas in- 
vestigative committee recently 
found "subversive connections in 
racial unrest." He said $50,000 
was spent to promote .racial 
strife in Arkansas. " 

Ed Friend, a photographer for 
the State of Georgia,. who Infil- 
trated the school to report to the 
Georgia Commission on Educa- 

Ition said Highlander "is sub- 
versive to the way I have been 
taught to live In America. 
Interracial Photos _, 
Friend took both still and mov- 
ing pictures of interracial Activi- 
ties at the school. The motion 
pictures showed whites and Ne- 
groes swimming together. 

Friend said his wife, who at- 
tended some of the Highlander 
sessions with him. was "so dis- 
gusted she cried." v - .o-H 

Also here on invitation of the 
committee Is Joseph A. Malone, j 
an assistant state attorney gen- 
eral from Alabama. • . -._ V v '■ 
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Highlander School Defense 

Talk Banned, Scarritt Woman Says 



By WAYNE WHITT 

A Na3hvil!e educator charged 
yesterday the legislative commit- 
tee investigatin/-lt tghlander Folk 
's<ilfto^_refused td~p4rttiH her to 
'^*tl defense of the Grundy 

coujfcty adult education institution. 



-■.*-*■ 



"^ 



£ 



„ i»» AJ#o«v*»tb, director ©f " 
rural field work at Scarritt col- 
fcfle, said she was told Wodnes-!. 
day by the committee she would 
be permitted to teitify yesterday. 
But the five-member committee 
adjourned without hearing her. . 
*T don't understand why they 
wouldn't permit me to testify," she 
said. "I thought they would want 
the full story, but apparently not." 

Seek Extra Pay 

As the committee concluded the 
hearing and prepared to write a 
report to be delivered to the legis- 
lature Tuesday, it was reported re- 
liably some members of the com- 
mittee want to ask the legislature 
to pay extra for their probing the 
school. . r 

A legislator close to the com- 
mittee said if the group does de- 
cide to atk for pay over and 
above the $15 a day they are re- 
ceiving at member, of the legis- 
lature the proposal will erigiehte. 
in ftha senate. y 

*T.e lawmaker would not f say 
how much the member* iUnt 
orh<- than "it Is substantially 
raor : than they make in the lests- 
la^ure/* 

He added he was against allow- 
ing them extra j>ay. .;^ \ . 



Horton testified insurance poli- 
cies on the school's property were 
canceled "when synagogs were be- 
ing bombed. Our Insurance was 
canceled because the insurance 
.company felt we might be borJbed 
because of our interracial acliyi- 
ties," 

He said for several months 
institution was without insur- 
ence "but we finally war* able 
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(Continued From Page One) * 

to get insurance again by getting 
It from Lloyd* of London." 

*'"Vf"hen We couldn't get insur- 
ance! we asked our friends to 
p'.tdiVe $10, $50, or $100 to help us 
rebuild in case the school was <2e- 
st.ro.ybd," Horton continued, ''and 
they did, many of them from Ten- 
nessee." 

He said fear of future trouble 
over insurance was the reason 
for the existence of a $5,000 in- 
surance fund at the (school, 

"And because of thia investiga- 
tion," Horton continued, "the in- 
surance on our automobile has 
Vir.pr> canceled. "We've set some 
money aside in case we can't get 
insurance." 

Hanover and Horton sparred 
with each other as the Memphis 
lawmaker questioned Horton about 
ihe school'* bank accounts and 
funds. 

Claim* One Account 

The director testified the school 
Viivnlv one account on which it 
wr<£e checks and that was in a 
baijfc at Sewanee. He said in addi- 
tion 'he school had some funds 
i,A\..:-.i in savings and loans as- 
sociations in California "because 
our auditor found we could get 



;<t 



■ back. "W^JL. ' 
contributors ^^H 
the founds- ■j-._i.i-.— 



**♦.■ ,----■# 
contribution aha earmarked for 
Special projects. 

"Would there be in shuttling of 
these funds around to fool anyone 
as to what you actually nave?", 
Hanover asked. 

"We try very had to make It 
clear," Horton shot back. 
have to satisfy our 
and I don't think . 
tions which give us mony would 
keep sending us money year 
after year and increasing their 
contribution* if they weren't 
satisfied." 

"That's no proof," Hanover in- 
terrupted. 

"Let him answer the question; 
you've been arguing with him," 
Jordan Stokes m, Horton's attor- 
ney, said. 

"I want him to answer, and you 
know I have not argued with him 
at all." Hanover replied. "Every 
time I ask a question he tries to 
talk around it." * - 

"I'm not trying to talk around 
anything," Horton said. "I'm try- 
ing to explain a program that is 
difficult to explain." 

Horton, neatly dressed in a dark 
blue suit, would reach into his 
pocket or his briefcase at his feet 
ifor records a* questions were 
i fired at him. 

i The hearing played to a near 
ampty house in the big War Me- 



staff, newsmen, a maintenance 
man assigned to the building juid 
a janitor. 

Several supporters of High- 
lander were in the *udito#um 



in addition to Miss Cobb, 
of the others was Mja 



me 



others was Mfe*„™*y. 
who said she loTT^NssV- 

.._, _o testify in defense of 

Highlander before the commit- 
tee adjourned. Miss Justus, «>c^_ 
retary-treasurer of the High- 
land board of directors, testified 
before' the committee in Tracy 
City last week. 

The committee didn't give- any 
reason for not hearing the woman. 
Miss Cobb said she had wanted 
to tell the committee "1 have 
never at any time seen any indi- 
cation of activities or teachings 
which were subversive, and have 
been especially impressed with the 
keen interest in supporting the 
principles of democracy, and ed- 
ucating participants in these prin- 
ciples. I should say that this is a 
strong .move to strengthen our 
citizenry against threats pi com- 
munism." 

Rep. Harry Lee Senter, commit- 
tee member and author of the res- 
olution which led to the investiga- 
tion, questioned Horton about <he 
source of contributions to the 
school. 
"Why is it so much of your 



. «:irr interest there." Horton also; ampty nvu»o j« h«j *»*, »••»» -~- "wny is it so mucn oi your 
testified that the school had a gen- mortal building auditorium. About money comes from New York, th* 
«.ral fund and then a fund for 50 wer in the chamber and ths Bronx and fe r00 klyn and around 
.<--;..<?< ial projects _H« said at, times! inciudedj&om mmee member^ their j fVlt , University of Chicago?" Sen-. 

ter asked. 
Money Where It Is 

"The money comes" from where 
the money to," Horton replied- "We 
collect it where we can p*t it and 
bank it at Sewanee. When we 
ask for funds we don't care 
whether it comes from Brooklyn, 
the Bronx or anywhere." 

"That's right," Senter said, "you 
don't, care where it comes from, do 
you?" 

"\ have never. solicited money 
from any Communist organiza- 
tion," Horton retorted. "I con- 
tribute to Highlander mysalf 
and t don't contribute to any 
subversive oi ^aniiation." 
Senter then reached into records 
taken from the school and started 
calling names from cards and ask- 
ing about them. 

The f irst na me he drew was that 
of Ora CTJ oTinson of PariSj^ArK. 

"WrW'W WW Senter shouted. 
"Why does It have on the card 
not to send appeal letters?" 
Mother-ln-Law 

""That just happens to be my 

mother-in-law," Horton replied. 

"She doesn't have much money 

and I didn't want letters going to 

her asking for contributions." 

Senter effected more than 

dozen cards. On on» cird the 

was a notation to address t 

person by his first name. 

'■ "There to nothing «&?**» 

about calling people by their «»« 

•names," Horton said. 
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Odds on Repott' :,&¥**• * j 

tarn what I have seen and' 
of the investigation.'^ he 
iued, "I don't see how the* ^« 
going to write a report." 
e leflislator taid in the pi t 
tomt member* of invettigati e. 
groups had been allowed ad^i-. 
tional pay. The legislature appro- 
priated $5,000 for the investioa- 
tton. It eould not be learned 
yesterday how much of this haa 
been spent as alt expense ac- 
counts have not been filled. 
Asked about seeking additional 
j) ay. Sen. Barton Dement, chair- 
man of the committee, aaid he 
knew 'nothing about it. He said 
the group would file an interim re- 
port with the general assembly 
Tuesday. 

Only Myles Horton, founder and 
director of the school, testified 
during yesterday's hour and a half 
session. But Horton, who spent 
nearly five hours in the wlteiess 
ch«r Wednesday, was asked 
about the school's financial p 
th|fn about charges of subv 
artjivities. 

During questioning abou 
nances by Kep. Alan Hanover, 
committee member from Memphis, 
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Taxes Send More to Highlands 



The News-Free Press commented the 
ether day on the use of the American 
taxpayers' money to finance a State 
Department exchange student program 
that will bring a woman from Liberia 
to t*ke part in activities at the notori- 
ous Hig hlander Folk School near Mont- 
eag7eT^OT?^5fTfTmrlurned out that 
is only part of the story. 

In addition to the Liberian woman 
sponsored by the State Departments 
International Educational Exchange 
Service, Highlander Folk School is go- 
ing to be visited today through Sept. 8 
by 11 French students under -State De- 
partment grants for "an experiment in 
international living." 

There are grave question* as to the 
advisability of perverting the student 
exchange program by requiring the tax- 
payers to support junkets to an institu- 
tion which is not really a school in the 
usual sense— and is an institution that 



certainly the Government of the United 
States should not give any semblance 
of official support 

We do not expect ever to find out 
what the coat of the tours of the 
Liberian woman and the 11 Frenchmen 
to Highlander really is. The State De- 
partment wraps up such programs in 
a deep camouflage of red tape so that 
costs of the exchange programs is dif- 
ficult to discover, slthough it is ascer- 
tainable that some 22 million dollars has 
been appropriated for some of the pro- 
gram. 

While we may never know the 
cost in dollars of State Department 
sponsorship of Liberian and French vis- 
itors to Highlander Folk School, the 
cost will be somewhere in the tax bill 
of the American people. But far worse 
than the dollar cost is the disgusting 
fact that the State Department has any 
part in sponsoring individuals at the 
highly suspect Highlander Folk School 
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ox Money For A Highlander Visit? 



The Stat* Department has confirmed 
that the International Education Ex- 
cl ■*!!»• Service of the department is 
spending aome $1,800 a person for 11 
French teachen to visit the highly eon- 
trove rslal Highlander Folk School in 
Afonteagle, Tenn, 

The visits, says a State Department 
official, although paid for by the govern- 
ment were arranged by something called 
the "Experiment In International Liv- 
ing" of Putney, Vt. The spokesman says 
that organization as been found, to be 
reputable. 

The whole affair r a 1 1 e I questions 
promptly. Highlander has been in con- 
siderable hot water lately. For more than 
two decades the school, under Director 
Myles Horton, has openly advocated In- 
te gration. "Courses" *r* taught there 



which lead to no degree. But they are 
heavily laden with sociological Import 
and the whole direction of the school is 
far to the left Labor union organiza- 
tional methods sr* among the subjects 
taught 

Nbbody knows apparently Just how 
far left the school is. The Tennessee 
Legislature some months ago Intensively 
investigated it but it came up with some- 
thing short of specific findings. Efforts 
have been made to close the place up 
as a public nuisance. Hearings are now 
pending on a circuit attorney's petition 
to padlock. Only a few weeks ago local 
officers raided the school and discov- 
ered liquor on the premises. Arrests 
were made. 

The use of public money for any such 
visit is or ought to be subject to detailed 

inquiry* r— -— ■ — * , 
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Fill MaO$ 



By HAINES COLBERT 

s somebody eut mere decant mm 
MaJcofan faffta) Row, University 
•f Miami editor, novelist ud 
composer al humorous ditties. 

Rom wm attacked la t leaflet 
which wag turning up to the " ifty 

af MJjraitsj yesterday. 



**• w jwijm — writer «| 
'*e ftvtoted saaat MM lw to 
« eapperter rf ** S1r>Ui.sar 

Tmbs. IV schad, uid the 
aheet, to Mumufatfc. 

The anonymous writer ef the ' 
PriMeJ Me* aaie^U* to . 
"poorter el the^Higli lender 

fcsbeal, MMOiiKeet, to 



^S1 



Rom retorted that the school 
Isn't communistic, bat has been 
under attack for years by an "un- 
dying bunch of fatheads." 

Said Rom: 

"Highlander Is a racially lnte- ' 
fnied Khool, which to the reason I 
for t&a atUrto on it. U'g been 
Investigated repeatedly, and all! 
the TennesMe Dewspapers have ! 
Mid the achool officiab are beiiy | 
made the objects of a witch hunt. ! 
urn OF SUPPORT j 

*! think the achool has done a 
W of food and it to supported by : 
Mrs. Efcanor Roosevelt and do* f 
aos of others, including college : 
professors and clergymen." j 

The leafle? quoted an America* 
Ugioc nabiicatieB, The Firing 
Une. Jo saying Rou was a mem- 
htr rf *• achaol '•fuarantors 
cewn&Mt" - a group which 
raises farads for Highlander. 

* **«< *t t rmto aa el the 
•rfiwMty sad erred Jaa*rs la 



J In faa aasnj af everything tha; 

■ Christtot and American." (al 
*J«7»OHi J-«« anchor waste, 
-lh«*t bib ahouM Mia*ieetod 

»F» an accodntiaf af their 

•*& the American Ugiea ataV 
Jfcjtff* **» «joted freely to ta* 

•met, E«gfi» «Jftoara Mat they 



'ir' 




dont APimrvi v _ I 

*We didn't sancttan the an* « 
fre Legion same icd^»*S , t*a v 
aw «f hV wM A>*_ n*g£* 
,*„ af Starke, past fri'UW 
aanrnaodar and AmajtcMfM* 
Oamnittat member 

•Tf we want to 
body, we toll him. Anything put 
eat by the American U&* *?• 
ks name as R-* ■*>>* * 



crtoetoi s»mt-1 



Lee ft. Anderson, editor «* ftn 

Chattaaooga News-Ftea Preen, 
wid Rom wasn't entirely cerrect 
in claiming all TennesMO news- 
papers have supported tha achat! 
Be exptoiaad: 



-We're eritfetotd the 
fcccaaai a eoaea ef Mfeerato 
Mrs. iMMirH are tM 
to. Bat we never have saM It to 

aenhrtk. 




. MALCOLM ROSS 
Raetots Behto* Attack* 



"The Nashville Banner has tok- 
en about the same stand. But the 
Tenaessean and the Chattanooga 
Tiroes have gone to bat for the 

achool." 

STARTED IN 'Ms 

Ross said be became acquaint . 

with the school when be was pub r\ ATC 

lie relations director of the Nation WH • *• 

al tabor Relatioos Board in the 

"Mytof Horton and two other 
graduates of the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary decided to help tha 
people to a ruined coal county 
af Teaneaeee— their home atato ," 
said Rom. "They've done a 1st 
far the miners there. 

"Acsnafly, I haven't dene 
much tor tha achea! tort Tm , 
art In the least ashamed af what 
I have aaaa.- 

Dr. Jay F. W. Pearson, Uni- 
versity af Miami president, was 
out of town, but U-M vice presi- 
dents were unconcerned about tha 
seaflat 

"I don't cars about fetttog kato^j 
ft." Mid Dr. H. Franklm Wil- 
liams, one of the vice pi i n H oa t i, 
"but if it comes to atandbg ap 
and being counted for afika thai 
m da *." 

" pe, 3vrm at Coaari, aaae* 
tfve vies pecsideni asU he hadal 
seen tha leaflet and wasa't to- 
sarastad hi It; \ % 

Jim attaak apparewfly 
wasat gatolag snatch sapperi. 

Harry Hood Basaatt. top man 
•a cm hot af trustoM to wham 
the Jaaflat readers were suppaa- 
ad to protest, said aa ona hast 

esj^ains. . 
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Interracial Schoa 
Charter Lifted by 
Tennessee Judge^ 

ALTAMONT, Tenn., Feb. It 

(XP).— Circuit Court Judge C. 
C- Chattin ye«ie/day revoked 

tft charter nf^ffiphland yolk 



oT- ^iiehlano I 
Bohofli^iwid ordered Ihe In 
rfJRal Adult Education Center 
near Monteagle placed under 
receivership. 

in an 11 -page decision pled. 
In- Grundy -County Circuit 
Court, Judge Chattin ruled the 
school., h ad violate d Tennessee 
aggregation lawp ancTlaws per- 
tam3ng3o"Tne~6aleo/ beer. - 

The judge ruled further that 
* 'ripfrt fiY^pq school property 
to Myles Horton^.its lpufld£r- 
president," wasjnvalid_and that 
thenprbpefty," about 70 acres, 
must be turned back to the 
ichool. ■ 

Revocation of the general 
welfare charter was sought by 
District Attorney General A. B. 
Sloan on the ground that the 
27- year-old school had been 
used for personal gain of Mr. 
Horton. 

y&. Sloan also charged that 
Highlander had engaged la 
commercial activities in viola- 
tion of its nonprofit charter. 

•The Judge issued his decision 
on the basis of a trial held in 
jjiuiriihiH'. » 
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KSW-TRIAL ASKED 



Highlander . 
Folk School's 
charter revoked 

Hi GHL A NpER^Pojk^Schogl .at Montea- 
gie, Term., for 28 "years an outstand- 
ing interracial adult educational center, 
..~* -i^^-jjed of its state charter on Feb, 
16. Cecil D. Banstetter, Nashville lawyer 
dc feu ding the school, announced he 
Would file a motion for a new trial and 
would press the case "through every pos- 
sible judicial channel in search of Justice 
for the school." 

1 c;, iuit Court Judge Chester C. Chattin 
Ir.r."?- ina+ t?]p school violated Its char- 
jter by "permitting integration in its school 
< tv or it" Ht ordered a receiver to wind up 

TDK ritC GOING ON: It was believed 
*' . .'.'::■ has authority to put his order 
iato eiicct pending an appeal, but Myles 
£>.*■* on, school president, said: 

^ :- e going ahead with our current 
eiiuc&iional program. We have a resi- 
i *: J workshop for ministers and so- 
cjui workers scheduled for the coming 
wcek-Mitf. Our extension program is also 
c,.\t::;:\'.ns for the present. This ruling, 
as fur as I have been able to ascertain, 
c^eo not interfere with our current pro- 
8i 2m, If I am wrong about that, someone 
will have to tell me, but there has been 
no court order stopping anything yet.'* 
The d*Vn?e tod argued that Tennes- 
m^s i-i'-.-.nr-old segregation laws pro- 
hibiting integrated classes and workshop! 
had been declared unconstitutional by 
.... ^>^rt£..c Court, but Judge Chatt 
""""-' ' ■• tl:t; Supreme Court decisic 
'"■ "" "' ■" •" ,h1 *" tmt not private «ch< 
-^ p«a the state's laws "as applied 
jpnvate school* aca— •etfttitutlonal 
valid.' 1 ■ 
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ITjuj. BACKGROpND: Judge- «wW»'i 
ruling is the latest development In a long 
campaign by the state to close the school 
Last July police raided it as a "public 
nuisance" and its main building was pad- 
locked temporarily on a charge that beer 
was sold there without a license; 

m November a Jury handed down an 
advisory verdict that the school was op- 
erated for "the personal gain and en- 
richment" of Myles Horton. Judge Chat- 
tin cited both these earlier cases in his 
order revoking the school's charter, and 
he voided a deed of a plot of school 
grounds to Horton upon .which be had . 
built a home at his own expense. Testi- 
mony -showed that for 20 years of the 
school's existence, Horton had drawn no 
salary, and currently receives $9,000 a 
year which is considered low when com- 
pared to similar posts. 

If the Chattin ruling stands, it could 
affect many other Tennessee colleges and 
universities where racially integrat ed 
cjajsjtt **« conducted. 
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• Ordered to close 

Highlander school 
loses appeal in 
state supreme cou 

■JJQH LANpER -Folk Sch ool. Voii 
** MgKjTltenn..' lost ari6theTrouh<l "in 
its battle for survival when the Tennes- 
see Supreme Court on April 5 upheld a 
lower court order revoking the school's 
charter and ordered it to close. 

The school, iounded~in 1932. has long 
been under attack because of Its complete 
Integration. Highlander has stimulated 
Negro voter registration by training 
people to teach literacy. Recently the 
school and Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence announced a joint training project 
for sit-in demonstrators. . • - 

The school and ite directors, AtKlfi s 
:orton and SeptimaNciark, have also 
sen attacked" ag^ tumni C Hi ist." In 1057 
they were defended against this charge 
by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, a long-time 
defender of the school, and by Dr. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr and others. 

The present case began in 1959 after 
a party at the school was raided by local 
police and three staff members were ar- 
rested on intoxication charges. The State 
Supreme Court ordered the school closed 
on the grounds that Horton had oper- 
ated the school for private gain and that 
intoxicating beverages had been sold on 
the premises. The Court did not rule on ' 
another holding of the lower court that I 
the school violated state segregation laws I 
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HighbncfeTNo Help 



There is not generally much good 
news from the Supreme Court, for the' 
South. 

But we can be pleased with the 
jurists' decision of yesterday in which 
: .,_.) Juiced to review a Teimessee 
order which revoked the charter of 
H ; blander folk school near Monteagle, 
Tenn. 

The revocation came because of beer 
selling there and because the Tennessee 
Supreme Court ruled that the director, 
Wyles Honon, had been operating the 
school for his private gain. 

pw.-ilaie, high court did not rule on 
racial questions but a lower court judges- 



had held earlier that the Highlander 
school had violated state segregation 
laws by having an interracial student 
body. 

Word from Tennessee has been that 
the school has taken out a new charter 
and plans to open a new center in Knox- 
ville to carry out the "Highlander 
ideal." 

Highlander school has been an adult 
education organization which, followed a 
line much to the left of center. In the 
present troubled condition in the South, 
we can get along without such an insti* 
tutiua r— 
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. Training] 
Csmp ip w Tenne§§ee I 

Putney, Vt, said he and his, 
wife were conducting the 
classes. He ,said he was direc- 
tor of the Yfarth-South Smoky 
Mountain Workshop, a -branch 
of the&ifihla 
in Knoxvuie". 
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MARYVIIXE, Tenn., June 
20 (AP) — Twenty-eight young 
white and Negro men and 
women were jailed here early 
today after a sheriff's raid on 
their Smoky Mountain area 
training camp sponsored by 
COKE, Blount County Sher- 
iff Roger Trotter reported. 

Trotter said he raided the 
camp after complaints from 
nearby Townsend residents of 
disturbances at the tents and 
cabins at the edge of the 
Great Smoky Mountains Na- 
tional Park. 

The 28, ranging in age from 
16 to 27, are being held on an 
open charge pending the ar- 
rival of FBI officers from 
Knoxville, Trotter said. 

Most of those arrested were 
from outside the state, Trot- 
ter said, but two boys were 
from Oak Ridge, Tenn. In- 
cluded were two white girls, 
six Negro girls, nine white 
men and II Negro men, most 
of them from eastern states. 

Robert Gustafson, 27, of 



of the^ighlandPr Fg_; School 



The biracial Highlander 
School lost its state charter 
two years ago when It was 
situated near Monteagle, 
Tenn. Its operator, Myles Hot- 
ton, has since opened a school 
in Knoxville. . 

Trotter said another batch 
of students was due at the, 
camp June 23. - 

The sheriff confiscated 
pamphlets from the camp, in- 
cluding instructions on com- 
batting police dogs and fire 
hoses. Some whisky was also 
seized. 

The camp had been operat- 
ing about ten days. One of 
those arrested identified the 
camp sponsor as CORE and 
the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference. 
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City Lacks Authority 
To Ban Highlander 



ALL INFORMATION C 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI 
,PATEJH&b=BY 



Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr — . 
Mr. Casper- 



Mr. Callahan— 

{%&&-& 

Mr. Evans— 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. R«jf n n — ... — - A 
Mr. at^-PSn-4-^ 
Mr. Tavel _ 
Mr. T rotter - 
Tele. Room— 
Miss B times 



The state issued the charter 
to the Highlander Research and 
Education Center here and only 
the state can revoke it, Mayor 
John Duncan says. 
] This was the gist of a letter 
written by the mayor to Walter 
Gourdin of the Baraca Class of 
Fountain City's Central Baptist 
jgtiurch. 

This was a response to a re- 
quest by the class that the city 
"padlock the doors and revoke 
the license" of the controversial 
center headed by Myles Horton. 
•Greatly Concerned' 

|" We certainly have been 

eatly concerned about the op- 
.,,-aeion of this place since it 
has been in Knoxvilie," the 
mayor wrote. 

He noted that he served on an 
American Legion committee 
*'many years ago when it first 
asked the State Legislature to 
investigate the Highlander Folk 
School while it was located at 
Monteagle." 

However, Mr. Duncan recalled 
that nothing was done by the 
town of Monteagle nor by the 
Legislature to close the school 
at MonteagSJ :■ 

City Doesn't Charter 

jtjf said tlS*t« t e attorney 
general revafcd t h e school's 
djarter "oa^tfje > basis, 2that the 
I3»ui washing bee?Wegally 
to^erne eJ^Mg^ ^"fcjf 1 J^L 

"Some 10 "days after the state 
revoked the charter," the may- 
or's letter continued, "for some 
anttrnnvn reason, the secretary 
of state issued a new charter 
under a different name to the 
same individual (Mr. Horton) 
who had headed the school 
while it. was at Monteagle. 

"The citv . . . does not issue 
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charters or licenses to <*»rpor- 
ations or schools. They are is- 
sued by the state . . . and con- 
sequently, if they are revoked, 
they must be revoked by the 
granting authority." • • 

'Would Welcome Evidence' 

Mr. Duncan, in his letter, 
said it might be "worthwhile" 
for Atty. Gem Clarence Black- 
burn to conduct an investigation 
of Highlander, "because tf one 
were held it is possible that 
some individuals who did have 
information concerning viola- 
tions of the law would come 
forth and divulge this informa- 
tion in a public investiga- 
tion . .-■-" 

The mayor said he is not 
"pleased" that "this individual" 
is operating in the city. He said 
it is causing "unnecessary 
work" for the Safety Depart- 
ment. He also said he would 
"welcome any evidence or »- 
formation that you or anyone 
else might have concerning any 
violation of any ordinance of 
the city." 

Contributions Tax-Exempt 

He said he is Sure that the 
|FBI is "diligent" in any matter 
concerning "subversive activi- 
ties . . ." He also noted that 
"Federal authorities have also 
recognized" this place as an in- 
stitution that is tax exempt and 
people who desire to make do 
nations to it can take credit for 
such donation in their Federal 
income tax." : 

The mayor said, "Neither the 
city, county nor state of Tennes- 
see can act on an assumption, 
and *11 legal authorities in 
Knoxville that I have discussed 
this matter with agree with thif 
lOu^per cent." 
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DVlSCAiy SAYS— 

City Lacks Authority 
To Padlock Highlander 



The city does not have the 
authority to padlock the doors 
and revoke the license of the 
Highlander Research and Edu- 
cational Center, according to a 
Setter received by the Baraca 
tlass of Central Baptist Church 
f Fountain City from Mayor 
■ ohn Duncan. 
The letter was the result of a 
resolution drawn up by the 70 
members of the class petitioning 
the mayor and City Council to 
put the center out of business. 

The mayor in his answer to 
the petition said the state issued 
the charter to the center here 
and only the state has the power 
to revoke it. 

Highlander, which moved to 
■ Knoxville in 1961 after its char- 
; ter for a similar school at Mont- 
i eagle was revoked, is under the 
! direction of Myles Horton. 
i Mayor puncan said tt might 
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be worthwhile for Atty. Gen. 
Clarence Blackburn to conduct 
an investigation of the center. 
The mayor said that "he is not 
pleased that this individual is J 
operating in the city". He fur- 
ther stated that he "would wel- 
come any evidence or informa- 
tion that you or anyone else 
might have concerning any vio- 
lation of any ordinance of the 

citv -" . ^ 1 

The mayor concluoea, 

"Neither the city, county aor 
state of Tennessee can act on 
an assumption and all legal au- 
thorities in Knoxville that I have 
discussed this matter with agree 
with this 100 percent.'' 
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Blander Won't 
Get 'Witch Hunt' 

p! ~ckburn Needs 

Proof of Violation 

The attorney general's office 
dees not plan "a witch hunt" 
investigation of the controversial 
Highlander Research and Edu- 
cational Center here, Atty. Gen. 
C'arence Blackburn said today. 
. l; i) ur John Duncan explained 
yesterday that since the state 
' i*FL'ed the center's charter an 
«„, me siaie couid revoke it, i 
*\ might be worth while" for Mr 
1 \ ' .■ ■; V t- u iti's office to conduct 
*ji\ cstigation. 

Mr. Blackburn said if any 
<-'-. °t or citizen has informa- 
Tt-in of a violation of any state 
, a - >? would be glad to bring 
it l, t iore a grand jury. He said 
it 1? not wise for a grand jury 
■,o ,"■' °ut on its own and" investi- 
gate 8 matter. 

Evidence Necessary 
! "In the recent bootlegger 
' liquor probe here, we called in 
• every Tom, Dick and Harry and 
'fn.m'' that we accomplished 
tu ir.i.ig, ' Mr. Blackburn said. 
: "We rped o'ficers to investigate 
! ar.d bring the evidence and testi- 
,,... J ..\ '.,j;,re the grand jury to 
■*■ ■ ■ rr.-.y act as a result of 

I Miayor Duncan also said be 
j would" welcome any information 
! r,.-irf t-ni'ng any violation of any 
' <■ t '■ ordinance by Highlander 
: l,frpor;neI. Mr. Blackburn said 

he w.'juid need valid information, 
j a .a noi just strictly hearsay, 
' of a state violation to prosecute. 
1 So far he has not received any 

•*v'derK5*» he said. 
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Police Chief French Harris 
and Sheriff Carl Ford said they 
spent about two hours earner 
this week talking with Myles 
Horton, head of Highlander 
Center, and could find no laws 
violated by the school or its 
activities. He said no violations 
have been reported to the po- 
lice department. 
I "I'm sure the FBI has had 
1 activities there under surveil- 
, lance in the past and Internal 
Revenue agents have had to in- 
vestigate the operation, as funds 
(btained by Mr. Horton have 
Ven tax-exempt because th ' 

hool is operated as a non 

r o f i t organization,", Chie 

arris said, 

"We will be glad to investi- 
gate any legitimate complaints 
at the school, but I can find 1 
nothing that would indicate any . 
laws are being violated there. 
Just because an organization or 
person is doing something that 
doesn't agree, with the feeKngs 
of certain other persons, doesn't 
mean that organization or per- 
son is violating a law. And we 
don't intend to make arrests 
unless persons are violating the 
law. 

"Mr. Horton told me he had 
been- an integration worker for 
some 30 years and that his or- 
ganization had nothing to do with 
Communists and that he cer- 
• tainly was not a Communist nor 
was anyone that worked at the 
s e heol," C hief Harris jiriflfri „ 
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*-By-«!fARLES 

Esau Jenkins sVows visitor* 
through the Progressive Club 
Center with pride, a pride 
which Is best understood when 
the Negro leader contrasts the 
recently completed structure 
with the humble origins of the 
organization back in March 
1948. 

At that time — more than IS 
years ago — many of the Ne- 
groes were still living on plan- 
tations while, others were small 
farmers or sharecroppers, he 
explained. 

"The only organization then 
was the church," the John's 
iftidnd man said. "They — the 
small farmers — bought their 
seed and fertilizer a bag at a 
time. If they could pool their 
money, they could buy a lot of 
. seed and a good bit of fertilizer 
and save some money. 

"Often these people were in 
trouble with the law. If they 
progressed — not just finan- 
cially, but also spirtually and 
rurally and. in every walk of 
life — they were not as likely 
to get in trouble with the law. 
And if they did get in trouble 
for their beliefs or what they 
thought, the group would be 
there to help them." 

This was what Esau Jenkins 
had in mind when he called 
"eight or ID" of bis neighbors 
together and formed the Pro- 
gressive Club. The first meeting 
was devoted to examining the 
word "progressive" and its 
meaning for the John's Island 
community. 

One of the first problems 
faced by the group was the need 
for literate and politically in- 
formed citizens. All of the mem- 
bers of the club either had to 
be registered voters or had to 
agree to try to register if they 
.' *. Jenkins, his speech fla- 
vored with rare traces of Gul- 
lah, pointed out: "From the 
start we stressed registration 
and voting. I knew you could 
get what you needed if you had 
the votes. The politicians — 
they call them the 'power struc- 
ture' now — listen to the people 
who vote. So we taught that 
participation in government was 
.essential" 



"* KEEL SCHOOL _ 

At that time the Negro lead- 
er operated a bus line to 
Charleston for John's Island 
.Negroes, a line that once in- 
cluded five buses. Seeing the 
need for a citizenship school, 
Jenkins began teaching his pas-; 
sengers on the bus, "a: 
convenient place for meeting.'' 
"One day in mid-1948," he re- 
lates, "one lady, Alice Wine, 
said 'Mr. Jenkins, I can't read 
these words, but as you teach, 
these people I will memorize. 
Not long afterwards I took them 
down to register, a large group 
• of them. But I didn't xnor 
JvAere to put her in the line. 

as so scared they would catc 
_jr not able to read. Finally w. 
put her about in the middle. 

"When the lady fa front of 
her was taking her test, she 
mispronounced one of the 
words, I believe it was 'mis- 
cegenation.' Alice quickly cor- 
rected her, and the lady at the 
registration center told her, 'All 
right, no coaching.' I was so 
surprised I didn't know what to 

;do. 

"When Alice's turn came up, 
they ran her on through. Yet 
if they had shown her the word 
printed on a page, she wouldn't 
have known what it was. 

In the years that followed, the 
progressive Club held monthly 
meetings — with monthly dues 
of 25 cents. ' "That's now we 
found the people who needed 
help. We arranged for them to 
come in two nights a week. 
He went on to explain that peo- 
ple with similar difficulties 
were grouped together. 

Problems began to develop for 
Jenkins and his pupils: "So 
many persons needed help. 1 
just couldn't help all of them. 
Well, Septima Clark (now as- 
sociated with Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) was a 
school teacher here. She asked 
I me to go to Highlander Folk 
School with her. I didn't want 
to go— this was back about 1953 
-but she said Myles Horton (di- 
rector of Highlander) might be 
able to get me some help for the 
work on the island. So I finally 



'■• — ViWTS HIGHLANDER ' 1 
"It was a two-week United 
Nations workshop on school in- 
tegration and human relations. 
On iht last day— just like at 
the workshops we have here— 
they turned to w iu and asked: 
Jflrtiat are your problem?' " 
"i fcew the answer to that 

linen my turn came I to( 
«em. I told- them we had 
jmany people and not enough 
time or enough money for 
teachers and no ploce to meet. 

"Myles asked me: 'Do you 
think you can get them to go 
back to school?' I told him that 
wasn't the problem. We had 
more than enough people. Myles 
said he would see what he could 
do. 

"The Field Foundation gave us 
ft grant for two years. The first 
vear we went to Wadma- 
law. Bernice Robinson was 
teaching on John's Island. Then 
we set up an adult citizenship 
-chool on Edisto. They met t" 
| church building on Wadmalai 
nd in a .center on Edisto.. 

:eded a building on John's 
land." . ... 

And, consequently, in the mid- 
fifties the Progressive Club bor- 
rowed money and bought an old 
school building on the island. 

"After the fellows at the Pro- 
gressive Club saw how the 
school house was working out— 
they saw how our boys were 
inore out of trouble- I told 
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&em welieeded a new*l)uiliHng.j 
You know: a place where they| 
could come a.nd pJay basketball, 
-table tennis, «kate/*ind have 
workshops in citizenship, and 
bring people in from the out- 
side. Our people might listen to 
someone else a lot better than 
they'd listen to me." 

But something else was both- 
ering the group's leader. In the 
eight years of the group's opera- 
tion, no charter had ever been 
sought. So on Dec. 11, 1956, upon 
the club's request, the state is- 
sued a charter: 

44 . . . to form a non-profit 
civic, educational, and social 
association. The object of which 
shall be the creation and pro- 
motion of clean and wholesome 
recreation among the Negro citi- 
zenry of John's Island, Charles- 
ton County, South Carolina; to 
curb delinquency among its 
juvenile citizens and to develop 
high moral standards in its 
social activities; and to this end, 
and any other things to purchase 
property, or place of association 
and such other accommodations 
as may be necessary or conven- 
ient for the transaction of its 
business." 

FEARED OPINIONS 
■ Jenkins continued: "I wasl 
airaid that white folks would not 
•like that."?Bal be was surprised^ 
"We owe a lot to many who 1 
Iheloed us~like Mr. Vardell Le- 
'■fcre who* as on the trustee 
■Soard. . ' - r 0r". •,.••'- 

"Our sehools were' once five 
miles away and the. chil- 
dren had to -walk. In bad weath- 
-er many children missed school 
.auL-Ah&nces were fa*gfr W« 



wanted a consolidated school 
with classes going through the 
high school grades. And our 
children needed transportation. 

"We got a high school out on 
John's Island even before James 
Island or Adams Run or any- 
where else. And it was through 
our efforts at the Progressive 
Club." 

Returning to the subject of a 
'new building the active, 
yet humble, leader continued: 
/'Like I said— we needed anoth- 
er building. We needed a store 
to handle expenses, a gym for 
the young people, and sleeping 
quarters so we could put up 
groups that came here. Our 
store is 30 by 50, the gym is 75 
by 50, and the sleeping quarters 
are 10 by 72. We can sleep from 
19 to 27 comfortably. That's why 
our workshop is limited to that 
many people." 

LAST LAUGH 

"One of our members," he 
said with a wry grin, "told me 
'I hope I live long enough to see 
that wall go up.' And I said 'You 
won't live long.' Richard E. 
Fields helped us with $5,000-1 
don't know where he got that. 
Myles (Horton) helped us too. 
We started building in October 
1962 and finished it about March 
of last year. 



at the Progressive CluV eeuuiw 
Larger hi number — nbout 
40Q — is the John's Island Im- 
provement Committee, also a 
child of Esau Jenkins. Island-j 

wide in membership, the com- 
mittee limits its functions to 
civic activities. 

A native of John's Island, 
Jenkins has had a successful 
business career. He said he at- 
tended school through the sev- 
enth grade, but — as an adult 
— continued his education at 
night classes conducted by the 
Rev. Giles C. Brown, a veter-i 
an John's Island clergyman. , 
MOTEL OWNER 
The Negro leader used to run 
a small fruit store on President , 
Street, but in more recent years j 
he has operated the J and P. 
Motel and Cafe on Spring Street 
His civic work has not been 
limited to the Progressive Club; 
he serves as a board member 
of Highlander, Southern C 
tian Leadership Conference, an 
South Carolina Conference o: 
Human Relations as weU, ** 



of "the 



:he .steering committee 
harleston KAACP. 
In addition he is president of 
ear (the Citizens 1 Committee of 

Through the years the 'Pro- Charleston County, formed in 
gressive Club has remained f o£o With a Cannon Street of- 
small, and today includes about J • .7 rrrouD has concentrated 
1& to J18 persons. More or lessii° e > w«s b* vw ^ 
limited to a certain area . of 
of John's Island, the club is 
not only civic but also business* 
oriented. It is financed today, 
for the most part, through re- 
fehflts from the store it o perates 
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fts efforTs on voter registration'. 
"You would be surprised at 
what the Citizens' Committee 
has done* in the political educa- 
tion of our people." 

Jenkins claims the group has 
been especially effective in com- 
bating the sale of votes: In 
our monthly meetings, we tell 
our people to watch out for 
those people who come in just 
before election year. The rea- 
son we've been so effective ui 
fighting people who sell votes is 
we're a county-wide organiza- 
tion — every section of the 
county has a branch of the 
Citizens' Committee." 

OFFICIALS AID 
He is proud of the group's 
registration record, but adds: 
*'A lot of credit can go to the 
countv delegation and J. Mitch- 
ell Graham (chairman of Coun- 
ty Council). They have ar- 
ranged for a voting machine to 
be put in our headquarters here 
frequently so we can teach peo- 
ple how to use it in voting. They 
have never charged us a cent. 
They have been very nice to 

us-" , ,. • .u 

Married at 17, Jenkins is the 

father of 13 children. Seven are 
now living, including an Air 
Force captain and three teach- 
ers. He lives next door to the 
Progressive Club Center in a 
modern brick house. 

And every today he envisions 
a larger role for the club he 
has nursed for so many years: 
"Since we started the Progres- 
sive Club on the island, you 
can't see our young people mak- 
ing trouble like they used to. 
They used to race up and down 
the road. Now they have 
something constructive to do 
Now they come to me and want 
to participate in the protram. 
"Our big need is a full-time 
paid worker to have a program 
in the afternoon. I just don t 
have the money or the time. 
We need a lupervlior to run 
the recreation center and pro- 
gram. We have the peo- 
ple; they're willing to follow I 
believe I can find the person if 
t cap fret find *be -*" - 
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' ESAU JENKINS OF JOHN'S ISLAND 

He has served as president of Citizens Committee for five years. (Staff Photo 
» hy Evgns) 
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In an effort to throw light on 

the Highlander Center operations 
on John's Island in Charleston 
County, The News and Courier is 
publishing a series of articles by 
Reporter Charles L. Dibble. 
In these articles, participants in the 
Center's so-called "workshops" 
and related groups have been given 
an opportunity to describe their 
activities in their own terms. 

a aim any, those connected with 
Highlander have discussed their 
goals in terms of education and so- 
cial uplift, though the word "revo- 
lution" crops up from time to time 
ds though it could be made re- 

The public should understand 
4i >f ra ; -3i>pi= always seek to de- 
sciibo their work in an acceptable 
^ :-"- When Gus Hall, head of 
<h^ c'nmmunist Party USA, is in- 
t- ■- it'^.-ri for the press, he doesn't 
U.k ,-ibout burying the Unit- 
r ' *(:>■>: Instead, he talks about 
the development of the "labor 
v. ■ ;j:r *•!-;'/' and "social reform." 

^ ?Iert reader will understand 
that soft words don't tell the whole 
story So it is with the Highlander 
participants' account of their or- 

If one examines the s record 
nf Hi "Murder and the list of direc- 
ted r.«d snensors, a far different 
r ... - ■ n rm^rees. Hard core leftists 
■• j^itcc. Highlander's former Ten- 
nessee base in a steady stream 

■■■ jI -e years. One of the visitors 
in rv<cr>.t years was Abner W. Ber- 
ry of :hc Central Committee of the 
Crmniunisi Party. We don't believe 
he went there merefy ,j(vview the 

■ ;.' s * r -ur*fc-s\a$b Sponsors, 
'^d' k}&$*h fo Individuals who 
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causes during the last generation. I.A* 
Included are veteran members of / LL JNFORM ATION 
communist front groups. iiCDtlW 10 HUP' 

Such an organization doesn't zero* tun El II 10 UHU. 
in on a community unless its own {) fl J £ { J/fc / gV I R V KPffi 

^«««._ _^ .a i_ __ - i . ^Indicate page, name of JiWl 

newspaper, city and state.) c 



special political goals are involved. 
Those who have defended Stalin- 
ism, praised Fidel Castro, urged 
U.S. disarmament, attacked tht 
FBI or been directly associated 
with disciplined communists have 
more than routine "education" in 
mind when they decide to invade 
a community. 

It is to the lasting credit of the 
Negro people of John's Island that 
the Highlander effort has made 
hardly a dent. Esau Jenkins and 
other directors of the Highlander 
operation no doubt would like to 
create a mass movement on John's 
Island. But the Negro people of the 
island know better than to put their 4 1 
trust in such ah organization. 

In their churches and other regu- : 
lar associations, these John's Is- 
landers already have organizations 
that belong to them. They are not ; 
directed from outside this state- ! 

As for voter registration and edu- 
cation, the laws of this state are I 
fair. A Negro citizen has no more 
difficulty registering than a white 
citizen. To obtain political educa- 
tion, a Negro can read newspapers 
and magazines. He can listen to > 
radio or watch television. He has no 
need for an outfit that finds John's . 
Island a convenient political target . 
Year by year, the Negro commu- ! 
nity on John's Island, as elsewhere , 
in this state, is increasing its pros- 
perity and well-being. With our ' 
state government dedicated to fair 
play, education and better employ- 
ment opportunities, no Negro citi- 
zen of this state need turn to some- 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is 
the last la a series of articles 
on the background anisactivi- 
(iss crtffc-^jfen's Islantf^ro- 
gressive Clnb, its leaders and 
members.) ^\. 

By CHARLES Lybl^BLE 

Charges of "Communists" have 
been tnrown at Highlander Folk 
School — and its heir, Highland- 
er Resrnrc! and Education Cen- 
ter — tor many years.""* 

But never have the anti-High- 
lander forces made their 
charges without immunity, 
chlms lAylcs Horton, director 
of the controversial center. If 
such charges were made with- 
out legal immunity, Horton 
makes it quite clear that a libel 
suit would be initiated. 

In a recent interview at the 
Progressive Club Center on 
John's Island where Highlander 
wa: sponsoring a voter registra- 
tion workshop Horton gave bis 
answer to the persistent attacks. radical We stood lor democratic! 

Q— For many years people 
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..jit i/fce« *4j*»g that Highland- 
er has Communistic connections. 
What is the basis for this? 

A— Basically it's a matter of 
Integration. As one chief of po- 
lice said after talking with me, 
'The trouble with Horton is he's 
been an integrationist for 30 
years.' I think you know any- 
body who's an integrationist is 
immediately suspect. I guess 
you cou]d say that 1 was a 'pre- 
mature infegrationisl.' 

"All of our programs when 



unions that were integrated and 
run by the workers themselves. 
Todav this is not controversial: 
We stood for integration long 
ago. This too is not as hot anfOP CLJ 
issue as it once was. DATED 

"I was talking to the mayor ^^ 
not long ago and told him how r „ - mniuB) 

conservative I was. He was sur- MARKED Jt lit Wiu mn *"» 
prised. And then I told him ('0^ t- 

about how many of the things Af - , 

that I have always stood for ChO ' ^ - <* . 
were now facts. And he seemed ry 1 A > 

somewhat surprised at what I LA'IU' I 




fujt introduced were considered J said, but he then agreej, tlll .^j 
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"Basically the proof thai I 
am not a Commurust and never 
have been at anytime or any- 
where is this. No investigative 
committee, no court, or any 
other agency has ever come up 
with any evidence ihat I am 
or have been a Communist. 

"Another thing— and this is 
important— is no one has ever 
accused me who didn't do it 
with immunity. And there is no 
exception to that. Marvin Grif- 
fin, who put out a smear sheet 
against us, a sheet that's now 
being used against Martin Lu- 
ther King, made his charges 
with immunity. He could not be 
held responsible for , libel 
charges. None of these people 
have made these charges when 
they could be held for libel I 
asked Marvin Griffin to make 
his charges when he could be 
held for libel, and he refused. 
I have asked each person who 
has called me a Communist to 
make his charges outside im- 
munity. None have agreed to 
this. 

"On the other hand, before 
Sen. (James) Eastland's ( 
Miss.) committee where I lUd 



not have Immunity — I could 
have been held for perjury — I, 
under oath, stated that I and 
Highlander were never Commu- 
nistic. But newspapers, includ- 
ing .yours, weasel-word the 
thing. And I can't do anything 
about that. But I just ignore it. 
The American people aren't 
that gullible." 

Q— But what is the basis for 
these charges? 

A— Somebody, at some time, 
attended our meeting. There 
was a Communist in the meet- 
ing. And the charge is made. I 
have no way of knowing who is 
in the meeting. What I am con- 
cerned with is what I say and 
do and teach. 

"I don't bother to ask you for 
your credentials because I just 
don't care. You could fake 
them. I can't know so I just 
don't bother. . 

"I don't know who the Com- 
munists are. And there seems 
to be only one way to find out 
that I know of— join up. But I 



have never been a member, 
and I don't expect to join up 
just to find out who they are/' 

.Q— What are your own per- 
sonal political convictions? 

A.— I have always been a nat- 
ural democrat. I supported Es- 
tes Kefauver and the liberal 
wing of the Democratic Party 
in Tennessee. I was influenced 
by my religious background as 
well as reading and studying. 

Q-^What political figure could 
you identify with the easiest? 

A— None. 

Q— Surely there could be 
someone in whom you find 
something that you admire po- 
litically? 

A— Well. I guess you could 
say Jefferson. It's an inexact 
tie. But I admired his creativ- 
ity and imagination. 

Q— What do you see as the 
role of government? 

A— This business of state's 
rights just doesn't hold water. 
It's romantic and unrealistic. 
Rather I accept the responsi- 
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bility of the federal govern- 
ment. 

"The individual must be free. 
The individual must be free to 
be more creative. I believe fed- 
eral aid to education is a free- 
ing process in that it enables 
the individual to develop his full 
potential I support federal aid 
to the arts since H would stim- 
ulate creativity. 

"I am for full equality of all 
men and women. Everybody 
should have the fullest oppor- 
tunity. That doesn't mean ev- 
erybody will take advantage of 
the opportunity to the same ex- 
tent—or can. But government 
should assume the responsibil- 
ity of helping everybody 
achieve his fullest possible de- 
velopment and thereby enable 
them to make their maximum 
contribution to society. 

"Why say states? Why draw 
the line there? Make it counties. 
Make it townships." 

Q— Then you believe the fed- 



eral government is less restric- 
tive than the st&tes? 

A— The federal government 
IS less restrictive than the 
states. Otherwise, I would be 

for state's rights. I am a prag- 
matist at this point. I want to 
depend on the unit that has the 
power to give freedom. The fed- 
eral government has this, and 
I am going to rest my case 
there. 

"The government should free 
people rather than restrict 
them. I'm a good example of 
what I believe in. I am general- 
ly unrestricted. I am not going 
to advocate what would restrict 
me. I would be opposed to that 
which tries to restrict me. I 
support the federal government 
because I want a creative so- 
ciety. The people who are hos- 
tile to the federal government 
are people who don't want the 
federal government to interfere 
with them when they try to 
make a conformist out oi every- 
body. 



"I want to be creative. That's 
why I like Jefferson. This is r ' 
what he stood for. This is what * 
the Democratic Patty stands 
for. m 

"When I put people on thftl 
Highlander staff, I turn them j 
loose as long as they are dem-g 
ocratic and respect the rights § 
of others. I encourage them tof 
be creative. Certainly they ax«| 
within the confines of the High-| 
lander policy v but they are al-J 
lowed a maximum of flexibility?, 
within that policy. Just like fa* 
this country a maximum of£ 
flexibility is allowed within our* 
framework. f 

"I wouldn't say this if IJ 
hadn't spent all my life trying] 
to set people free. You can'ti 
build on a very narrow frame- 1 
work. You realize the impor-| 
tance of other views. I mustn't* 
let my liberty Impede someona* 
else's liberty. Any right I have,$ 
anyone else has. I can't have H3 
if I can't give it to you. It has 3 
to be built on a society of free? 
men." *. - " 
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Explains ^ ^ 
Photograph 

*r/' •*: r.- 

Ifyles Horton gives tti>er- 
sien of the origin of the evi- 
dence used most frequently t>y 
persons charging that Highland- 
er is commumstieally oriented: 

"The example used by most 
groups to say we are Commu- 
nist is a photograph taken at 
our 25th anniversary in 1957. 
A man introduced himself to 
me as a free-lance writer from 
the Caribbean and showed me 
a letter to that effect. 

"Actually he was a Commu- 
nist newspaper worker from 
THE DAILY WORKER (the of- 
ficial newspaper of the Commu- 
nist Party in the United States). 
His name was Abner Berry. 
The strange thing is he left the 
party shortly thereafter and has 
been unheard of ever since. 
Strange conduct after being a 
member of the party for years. 
It suggests to me that he was 
an agent of Marvin Griffin 
(former governor of Georgia). 

"It was at our 25th anniver- 
sary meeting. A large number 
of people turned out. Sandy 
(A.A.) Liveright (who attended 
the John's Island workshop) and 
Joe (J. Arthur) Brown (presi- 
dent of the South Carolina 
NAA.CP) were also there. 

"Interesting is the fact that 
Abner Berry is squatting down 
in the nir<iii» i The photograph- 
er was Ed Friend who said he 
was a commercial photograph- 
er. I asked him to take some 
pictures for publicity purpo! 
and so forth. | 



"But he waited and wait** 

Jand wafted. Then Berry came 
■"'—5. ^ ere weren>t any chairs 



left so he squatted down in the 
front. 
"Jt was obvious that the pho- 



. ST. 



tographer had been waiting for [asked about it at the time. The' 
inf rf Z W f re ln 4l ca 5 00 . ts - a P" st time I ever saw them, 
£■!■■ people noticed 't and I they were together/' ^ 
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USED AGAINST HIGHLANDER 



George Commission on Education's circular said: pictured W^lta-W^^ B^ry of fe 

nist doc trine of 'racial nationalism.* " — * — * : 
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! Civil Rights 
Official to 
Speak Here [ 

ConradlBrowne, 1943 graduate 
of Kalamazoo Collegeand asso- 
ciatejdirector. of th£mkhl 

EdUC af jfln P* 1 * T?ACPa 

m*Ttn oxviITeZI ^Bp., will speak 
here "TuesSay and Wednesday. 

The Knoxville center is a non- 
profit training school for civil 
rights workers, and target of 
criticism by segregationist forc- 
es in the South. 

I Browne will address a public 
'meeting at the Friends' Meet- 
ing House, 508 Denner, at 8 
Tuesday night. Sponsor of the 
meeting is Concern, an inter- 
national relations discussion 
group interested in civil rights. 

At 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Browne will speak at a board 
meeting of the Council on Hu-> 
man Relations n FriendsJJmj- 
ing House. } 
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Highlander School 
Set To Open Here 



Charleston will be headquar- 
ters for an extensive three- 
month voter education workshop 
series sponsored by the High- 
lander Research and Education 
Ce_nter this summer. 

_._.lL".;£hn:er.: c: the center 
here was announced yesterday 
by Myles F. Horton, director of 
Highlander. 

The announcement came at 
the dose ot a weekend meeting 
of the 25-ro ember Highlander 
board of directors at the center 
in Knoxville, Tenn. 

Ku.;\im said about 500 persons 
from communities throughout 
the South will attend the ses- 
ijoiis iiej'e and return home to 
ft work in voter education 
-"-ejects. . 



. CONSULTANTS 

At least 45 special consultants 
from such organizations at the 
NAACP, the Student Non-Vio- 
lent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), and the Conference of 
Federated Organizations 
(COFO) participated in work- 
r.iiops during the past 11 
months, Horton said. 

Representatives from these 
and other organizations will 
serve as consultants in the work- 
shops here, a Highlander official 
said. * — g 

«-3fee'Kfev. C. Conrad Browne, 



assis tant d irector of theHigh- 
laiiaer venter, said last mgrf 
voter registration has been "ef- 
fectively organized'' in Charles- 
ton and that workers from oth- 
er southern, states would come 
here to study methods used, 
"in order to be able to return 
home with new ideas." 

Mr. Browne stressed the con- 
trast between this summer's 
program and that conducted last 
summer in Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi when outside students 
invaded those stages to aid in 
voter registration drives. 

GOING THING 

Charleston was chosen for this 

summer't workshop because, 
said Mr. Browne, "Esau Jen- 
kins' voter registration program 
has developed into a going thing 
and that grew out of the High- 
lander Research Center some 
year ago." •': - Tw . 

He emphasized the workshops 
here will be held to educate re- 
gistered voters in such areas as 
[iow to choose candidates, study- 
ing issues in an election and the 
(] proper exercise of rights and re- 
sponsibilities as registered vot- 
ers. 

Mr. Browne ruled out the pos- 
sibility of Highlander conduct- 
i ng voter^ registration drives 
here this summer. 




^Our charter allows m M 
work with education programs 
i only. We don't sponsor any ac- 
tion programs of any type," he 
said. 

He said the workshops would 
be coordinated here by Esau 
Jenkins. ' i 

During the first week of thei 
sessions scheduled to begin in 
July activities will be held at. 
the Progressive Club Center on 1 ' 
John's Island, Mr. Browne said. 
In following weeks, workshops 
will be held throughout the 
county. 

Horton said a recruiting pro- 
gram for tht sessions here would 
not be necessary. 

WIDELY KNOWN 

"We are so widely known In 
Ok South that all we have to do 
is let it be knowr we are having 
workshops and we get more ap- 
plications than we can handle," 
he said. 

Horton said word about the 
workshops is spread through 
churches, civil rights organiza- 
tions and by, former students 
who have worked in the civil 
rights movement. 
I A report on Highlander activi- 
Ities lor an 11 - month period 
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ending yesterday showed the 
center conducted 31 workshops 
k which there were 2,481 parti' 
cipants. Horton said an "over- 
whelming majority" of the work- 
shops dealt with voter registra- 
tion and education. 

Yesterday's announcement 
was the third in less than one 
month to focus major attention 
in voter acitivity in South 
Carolina. , 

James Farmer, national direc- 
tor of the Congress of Racial 
equality (CORE) launched a 
statewide voter registration 
campaign from Columbia on 
May 2. CORE plans to use a 
100-man task force to register 
Negroes in the state. 

CORE REJECTED 

CORE'S entry into the state's 
voter registration picture was 
rejected by the Rev. I. DeQuin- 
cy Newman, field secretary of 
the South Carolina NAA'CP. 

Mr, Newman has been quoted 
as saying South Carolina Ne- 
groes need no outside help inj 
voter registration. I 

Evidence of disagreement be-fl 
tween" South Carolina NAACPl 
officials and the national office* 
became apparent earlier this 
month however, with the an- 
nouncement that about 1,200 vol- 
unteers would enter Alabama, 
Misssissippi and South Carolina 
to work in voter registration 
project* thii~iummt£. 
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^Highlander 
Probe Vote 



A House resolution calling 
for a second legislative inves- 
tigation of Knoxville's High- 
lander Research Center was 
approved by the Senate yes- 
terday. 

The upper chamber ap- 
proved the probe by a 24-3 
vote with a minimum of de- 
bate. The investigation will be 
launched to determine if there 
is "probable cause" to believe 
Highlander is subversive. 

THE CENTER was investi- 
gated by the legislature in 1959 
when it was located at Mont- 
eagle and called the Highland- 
er Folk School. 

The center's state charter 
was finally revoked on 
grounds that beer was sold il- 
legally. The name was 
changed when the center 
moved to Knoxville and a new 
charter was obtained. 

Sen. Fred Berry, R-Knox- 
ville, sponsor of the resolution, 
urged its passage, saying "the 
Senate needs to stand up and 
be counted on this matter. 

"If what we hear about the 
school is true, we should do 
something about it," he said. 
"If not, it should be erased." 

EARLIER SEN. Jerry Agee, 
D-Nashville, had read from 
wh at he sai d was a 1957 Con- 
gressional hearing about a 




"Communist movement in the 
Midsouth." 

Agee said that some people 
associated with Highlander 
were mentioned in the report 
as "possible Commtmists." 

Many legislators have 
warned that the investigation 
will be a "witch-hunt," uncon- 
stitutional, and "damaging to 
the prestige of the legisla- 
ture." 

EARLIER THIS week the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union released a statement na- i 
tionwide saying that such an | 
investigation "would seriously I 
impair freedom of speech and £ 
association. I 

"Such an inquiry would have ; 
a national impact by helping i 
to revive the spirit of McCar- s 
thyism in other states," the 
statement said. 

"This kind of legislative in- 
vestigation committee smacks 
of the McCarthy era when 
such committees under the 
guise of investigation engaged 
in witch hunts in violation of 
academic freedom, free 
speech and association guar- 
antees of the First Amend- 
ment." 

The Highlander center has 
been the target of much criti- 
cism in Tennessee for its repu- 
tation as a training center for 
civil rights workers. 



(eh 75 



NASHVILLE 

TENNESSEAN 

NASHVILLE, TENN 



'/ 



,-. *?■+? 



S s 



'AQ.1 



ALL INFORMATION™ AINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^^^BYrWir| 



¥ 




£«&&** 



Data: 
Edition: 

EdLT:' JOHN SEIGENTHALEr 

T1U«: 



Character; 

or _~ -, 

Classification: r 

Submitting Office: MEMPHIS 



[~~J Being Investigated 



(pi-Kjjz/L 

NOT pwOORDED. 
176 JUN 14 1967 






"V >l- r*jo-i~ry* 







/ 




a. yi 



Jer to 




Cho 



ol 



Sct-rioyi jo 



f II Section* 



U- 75// 



10 



«- fc. .^-— . .J 






rv*^«*«»D POWM NO- *4 



>..v 



igB 



Office NLetnorandutn • united states government 

ro : DIRECTOR, FBI / DATE: 1/20/58 

^°" M : SAC, KN0XVIL^\(l!p5-0A) (61-12) 



SUBJECT.- 



y 



■■-e*ft* 



^ 




DER/OLK SCHOOL, 
MONTE AGLE^TENNr-" VICTIM 
CR 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^Lm-BY SPfimfl]& 




V 

On 1/18/58 

J , advised S 

"cases ana one partial case o 

I ')■_ the County Rock Quarry located in the Penile Community of Franklin 
County ,iTenn. He said that his investi gation had identified 




two 
been stolen from 
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subjects', aria that these three had been charged with house- 
-;v;.;ing and larceny and possession of dynamite. They were 
indicted by a special session of the Franklin County Grand Jury 
on 1/15/58, and are to be tried in February, 1958. 







newspapers 



reportedly had also rea< _ _ 

Negroes were at the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. , 
where they were mixed with whites, and in conversation with other 
two subjects wondered why this had not been given considerable 

publicity. 




^__^______ some dynamite 

up the Highlander Folk School because of the mixing 
of whites and Negroes at the school. The^J dynamite was found 
\ packed in a ten gallon milk can, which had been found before 
it could be used. /\^^ 

, ,/ 2 - Bureau ' V QTp O A/till „ / 2- "^ 7 ^ 

. ■ 1 - Knoxville (105-OA) 0£J ^ /fr*7T / ' T - 

Kv\ i-i* Knoxville (61-U>, ,V " / _ . „ *vr 

^ ..*-**•• w. ' '-</'-> ortfO-ay- * !■" JAl* 22 1958 
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" US. DEPARTMENT OF JU5TIC, 

MtMlCMlOHS StCTlOK 

MAR 16 1959 JT 
TELETYPE 



URGENT 5-16-59 11-29AM JB 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, KNOXVILLE 
A FROM SAC, MEMPHIS 2P 
PtlNSUB, BOMB TH REAT UNSPECIFIED, . SCEQQL^EgEIVED BY 




HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN., MARCH TWELVE, FIFTYNI 



m mtv ris , '. 1~r w * m 





BOMBING MATTERS. | BY LETTER DATED MARCH THIRTEEN 

LAST ADDRESSED TO FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, U. S. COURTHO 
NASHVILLE, TENN., RECEIVED THIS DATE, ADVISED THAT HE RECEIVED 
ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL EIGHT-THIRTY PM, MARCH TWELVE LAST. UNSUB 
DESCRIBED AS MALE WITH ROUGH AND MAD VOICE, SAID HE WAS ON HIS 
WAY TO GEORGIA FROM NASHVILLE. SAID QUOTE a|^Bn NOT WITH 
VS. HE IS A COWARD. UNQUOTE. UNSUB THEN SAID SOMETHING^ ELSE* 
ABOUT NASHVILLE WHICH fgg^ DID NOT UNDERSTAND AND THEN SAID 
QUOTE, WHEN I COME BACK FROM GEORGIA IT WILL BE MORNING AND WE 
WILL GET RID OF THE SCHOOL, BLOW IT OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH*" 
IHm ADVISED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THERE WERE BUSES FROM BOTH 
MEMPHIS AND NASHVILLE SCHEDULED TO STOP OVER IN MONTEAGE AT ABOUT ^*?C- 
THE TIME THE CALL WAS RECEIVER A COPY OF THIS LETTER DESIGNATED 
BY HIM QUOTE TENNESSEE BfJRpAU OF INVESTIGATION. UNQUOTE. 

'r V 
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PAGE TWO.. 

mm |T£NN ( BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION, WAS 
ADVISED EIGHT FORTY AM TODAY. HE ADVISED HIS OFFICE CLOSED 
DUE TO STATE HOLIDAY AND HE DOES NOT KNOW IF COPY OF LETTER 

|^H STATES AS NO STATE LAV IN EFFECT RE BOMB 
THREATS HE PLANS NO IMMEDIATE ACTION. CIC , NASHVILLE, TENN ., 
ADVISED NTMF AM, tmcttamt T)ATr. LETT ERHEAD MEMO FOLLO WS. 
ATLANTA ADVISED BY MAIL. 
END AND ACK PLS.. 
WA 12-33 PM OK FBI WA DM 
KY OK FBI KX AJG 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

Director, FBI (£l-75l3T ■ DATE: 3-16-59. 

to, Memphis (61-34) ---V/^' - : -'■■*> ; --'- * ■'/■■=■,-.'. **.->- y-v -- 

SUBJECT: 



UNSUB; Bomb Threap Unspe cified School, -.. 
/ Received by^B^fcHI^Ht Highlander Folk 
~&]ZS School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 3-12-59 . 

BOMBING MATTERS 



Remytel 3-16-59.' 

Enclosed herewith is letterhead memorandum concerning 
instant bomb threat. *. 



f-e-*^ Bureau (Ends. 8) 

1 - Atlanta (Encl. 1) 



1 - Knoxville (Encl. 1) 
1 - Memphis 
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Untied Maim Bspsrttmttt «rf Itwfur* 
Wthttul Surest* of Intiesifgaiiim 

Memphis, Tennessee 
..*.- v=r ■:. ■::V*v - March 16, .1959 •;> . -Xv.:.:;.., 



RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; :" T ; - : ~ v" - 

BOMB THREAT, UNSPECIFIED SCHOOL, 
-RECEIVED BY MBMHHil HIGHLANDER - 

■- - POLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN., 3/1 2/5 § 
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On March 16, 1959, the following letter was - ,v-"v 
received at the Nashville Resident Agents 1 Office, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, It was typed on the letterhead. . ' : ■ 
stationery of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee 



"Mar en. 13, 1959 



"Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Courthouse 
Nashville, Tennessee. . 

Dear Sir: 
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I wish to report an anonymous telephone call made 
to me around 8:30 p.m., March 12. A man's voice, rough'! - 
and mad, said he was on hi s way to G eorgia and that he 
: hadbeen in Nashville and &KKttKKt0 Is not with us. He 
is a coward'. 1 He said something else about Nashville 
..which I* did not understand, and then said, 'When I come 
back from Georgia it will be morning and we will get rid 
of the school. Blow it off the face of the earth. 1 

This morning I inquired at the Monteagle Bus 
Station and was told that both a Memphis and a Nashville 
bus were scheduled for a stopover at Monteagle around the 
time the call was made, : l 



Sincerely yours,*- 




:.«*■:. 



<#7c_ 



cc: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 



On March 16, 1959, at 8:40 a.m., ^_ 

Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Identification, Nashville 
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Tennessee, advised Special Agent SB that his' 
office was closed because of a State holiday and further that 
he could take no immediate action as there^^ no present State 
law relating to threa ts of . bombings, IB stated that while it 

.ntended. a. "copy o^nE^-etter to go to . 
iate organization, it may have been mis sent 
Iress, stating there is a private detective - 
agency in Nash\£Lle, Tennessee using the name Tennessee Bureau of •• 
Investigation. w - ' , .._ - w „.::;... v >*-.... ■'■■•.■ .-; . ■ 

On March 16, 1959*. at 9 a.m., 

111th CIC Detachment, Nashville, Tennessee, was advised 
Special Agent ■ J of the threat. . 

The foregoing is being submitted for your information 
only and is not to be distributed outside your agency. . 
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FD-36 (R»y. 12-13-56) 
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FBI 
Date: 9/6/63 





Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type ja p/a»A t e *f or eo< ; e j 
AIRMAIL 



«.-,■■ «V, -V '* 

«-.-:*■-? -SI ,, 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) * 



TO: 

FROM: 



UNKNO 
TELEPHO: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (157-36B) 





JECT; ANONYM0US 

TOl H| 

IGHLANDEJHJESHEH^^ 
'TTCM IENTEK, KNOX VILLE. 
TENNESSEE^ SEPTEMBER 6T.T9fi3 V 

RACIAL MATTERS, BOMB THREAT 

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a letterhead 

memorandum concerning captioned matter. letterhead 



er- 



.-. ,»». •;-» -.« 



agencies. 



Copies have been disseminated to local intelligence 



K£fV9 



UACB. 




No investigation being conducted re bomb tirea 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ~ £ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

VME-Alm^BYSERj 
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3 - Bureau (Ei^-8) 
1^- Knoxville 
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Agency G-2, ONI CSl^CRD 









Kow For*,* a 



Me Forw ^ -p""- 




Approved: 






^0/^ o 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



M Per 




In Reply, PZmm Rrf«r to 

FUmNo. 



UNV>ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEHAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
September 6, 1963 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ANONYMOUS 
TET^PHONE CALL TO 
fl I HIGHLANDER RESEARCH 
AND EDUCATION CENTER, KNOXVILLE, 
TENNESSEE, SEPTEMBER 6, 1963 
RACIAL MATTERS - BOMB THREAT 

>temb er , ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

": 56 PM, 

■ -Highlander 

Research am^ducatiW^SfllgP^jiverside Drive, Knoxville, Tenn. , 
had called ■ g and advised that he had just re- 

ceived an anonymous! telephone call from an individual who stated 
that at 3:56 PM, Septemb er 6, 1963, a bomb would explode at his 
institution, (■■■■stated that M §advised that he 

considered this a noax call and expeefHn!oTeveT.opment inasmuch 
as it was even then at th e time of his call 3 • 56 PM. He remarked 

only calling | » to get 

the matter on record. ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

At 4:40 PM, on September 6, 1963, the above information 
was furnished to Agent fl •iCG. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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